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Weather

Hancock 
at a Glance

Deadline Notice
All correspondents and   
advertisers are reminded 
the deadline for submit-
ting copy to this publica-
tion is Monday each 
week at noon.

Wed. 
9/2 
30% chance of showers and  
thunderstorms. Northwest winds.

88/70

Thurs. 
9/3 
50% chance of showers and  
thunderstorms. Southwest winds.

88/69

Fri. 
9/4 
30% chance of showers and  
thunderstorms. Mostly sunny.

87/66

Sat. 
9/5 
20% chance of showers and  
thunderstorms. Mostly sunny.

81/61

Sun. 
9/6 
Mostly sunny with a slight chance of 
showers Sunday night.

79/60

Pop on over!

The Hancock News offices have moved two doors over! 
Last week, our offices shifted to 101 West Main Street, where 
you can find an office staff member on Mondays and Wed-
nesdays, 9 a.m. to 12 noon, and our reporter Geoff Fox. 
There’s still a secure drop box for news items, ads or sub-
scription payments available 24/7 near the front door. You 
can also make an appointment to meet with us for printing, 
advertising or news sharing. Call 301-678-6255, email us at 
news@hancocknews.us or call The Morgan Messenger at 
304-258-1800.

Council votes to heat & cool Girl Scout meeting rooms 
in Town Hall, upgrade Kirkwood restroom units

by Geoff Fox 
Town officials last month 

agreed to make meeting 
rooms on the second floor of 
Town Hall more comfort-
able for those who use them 
regularly in all seasons. 

Council members had 
heard how the Girl Scouts 
room on the second floor of 
the community center needs 
an air conditioning unit and 
heater, but in August  they 
heard directly from  Girl 
Scouts representatives about 
the need. 

Tammy Fox, who has 
been a Girl Scouts leader in 
Hancock for 23 years, came 
before town officials to fully 
explain what was being re-
quested. 

The second floor rooms 
the Girl Scouts use serve not 
only Hancock youth and 
adults, but also those from 
other Washington County 
towns, Morgan County and 
Southern Fulton area, Fox 
explained.  

She told officials she is 
someone who has seen first-
hand the difference a safe, 

reliable meeting place can 
make for young people in 
the community. 

Over the years, the Town 
of Hancock has allowed the 
Girl Scouts to use a room on 
the second floor of the com-
munity center as a meeting 
space. 

“We are extremely grate-
ful for that support,” she 
said. 

Fox said she was asking 

the town to invest in main-
taining the room, specifi-
cally making sure there is 
adequate heat and air con-
ditioning in that particular 
room. 

 “This might seem like a 
small request, but for our 
Girl Scouts it is incredibly 
important,” Fox added. 

 
see AC UPGRADES 
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Heating and air conditioning units will be added to the two 
rooms the Girl Scouts occupy in Town Hall so they can be 
used comfortably year-round.                 photo by Geoff Fox

Online threat triggers police  
response to Hancock schools

by Geoff Fox 
Classes at schools in Han-

cock have been in session 
for one week and already 
there has been a social 
media post threat referenc-
ing the school. 

According to a social 
media post by the Washing-
ton County Sheriff’s Office, 
police concluded an investi-
gation yesterday morning, 
Tuesday, September 1, into 
a reported post on social 
media making threats con-
nected to the schools. 

Throughout the night, 
deputies and investigators 
worked to identify the in-
dividual responsible for the 
threatening post. 

Police said investigators 
determined the individual 

had reposted a social media 
message originally circulate 
in 2019 as a prank. 

Investigators determined 
the post did not represent a 
legitimate threat to the 
schools or community, the 
Sheriff’s Office said in their 
post. 

Although the matter was 
resolved, the Sheriff’s Of-
fice and Hancock Police De-
partment maintained an 
additional law enforcement 
presence at area schools 
Tuesday morning as a pre-
caution and to provide re-
assurance to students, staff, 
and the community. 

The Sheriff’s Office said 
they understand the concern 
messages of that nature can 
create within the community 

and all reports involving po-
tential threats to the schools 
are taken seriously and thor-
oughly investigated. 

“We appreciate the co-
operation of Washington 
County Public Schools and 
the Hancock Police Depart-
ment throughout the investi-
gation,” the Sheriff’s Office 
said in the post. “We also re-
mind the public to rely on 
information from official 
sources and to avoid sharing 
unverified information or 
rumors on social media.” 

The Sheriff’s Office also 
thanked the community for 
their patience and coopera-
tion as they worked to thor-
oughly investigate the 
matter.

Early Deadline
For Sept.  Issue

The Hancock News will be closed Monday,
September  in observance of Labor Day.

In order to meet the deadline, we must ask that
news items and advertisements for the September
 issue be in by noon Friday, September .

Town addresses unauthorized fire hydrant use
by Geoff Fox 

The Town of Hancock is 
asking residents to keep an 
eye out for contractors or 
companies connecting to the 
fire hydrants in town with-
out authorization. 

In a social media post on 
Thursday, August 27, the 
town said each summer 
there are individuals draw-
ing water without permis-
sion and without paying for 
the usage. 

Only emergency person-
nel and licensed operators, 
usually town employees, are 
legally permitted to operate 
the fire hydrants. 

Unauthorized use is not 
only theft, it’s also a serious 
public safety concern.  

Improper hydrant opera-
tion can damage equipment, 
reduce water pressure 
needed for fire response, 
and, if a check valve is not 
used, can even introduce 
contamination into the 
town’s water system. 

 
see FIRE HYDRANTS 
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The town has asked people to contact Town Hall or  
Hancock Police if they notice anyone who is not a town em-
ployee or firefighter using a hydrant in town. This comes 
after someone was caught using a hydrant in town without 
permission last week. 

Halloween Parade  
is creeping up,  

time to plan entry

by Geoff Fox 
The Hancock Rotary’s 

79th annual Halloween 
Parade is coming up at the 
end of October and the pub-
lic is asked to consider what 
entry they might like to add 
to the regional tradition. 

The parade will be held 
Wednesday, October 28, be-
ginning at 7 p.m. A rain date 
is the following night, 
Thursday, October 29. 

The parade, which has be-
come a tradition, not only in 
Hancock, but around the tri-

state area, highlights floats, 
marching units, antique 
autos, civic organizations, 
local businesses, costumed 
marchers, Girl Scouts, 
Scouting America, and flag 
football and cheerleaders. 

To participate, you have 
to register by contacting Au-
tumn Williamson at 443-
532-4084 or 
autumn_williamson@hot-
mail.com.  

Cash prizes are available. 
The deadline for entries is 

October 19. 

The Hancock Rotary is preparing for the 79th annual Hal-
loween Parade on October 28. File photo from previous 
parade.
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Calendar 
of Events 

SEPTEMBER
Saturday, September 5 

– Hancock Museum  
open 9-11:30 a.m.,  
basement of Town Hall 

 
Sunday, September 6 

– Hancock Museum  
open 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.,  
basement of Town Hall 

 
Monday, September 7 

– Labor Day 
 

Tuesday, September 8 
– Hancock Rotary Club  

meeting, Hancock  
American Legion,  
12:30 p.m. 
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Having A Regular 
Meeting Schedule? 
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Call 301-678-6255 or  
email news@hancock.us
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Dear EarthTalk:  
What are some innovative ways researchers are remov-

ing microplastics from drinking water?  
—Bill J., Chicago, IL 

As concern over microplastics grows, so do efforts to avoid 
consuming them. Drinking water is a primary entry point for 
microplastic accumulation in our bodies. While we trust mu-
nicipal waste water treatment plants to remove countless other 
contaminants, their ability to remove these plastics varies. A 
study by Ohio State University, led by Dr. John Lenhart and 
Megan Jamison, found that two-thirds of microplastics in raw 
and treated samples were smaller than one micrometer. Jami-
son noted, “We’re seeing a much higher concentration of plas-
tics in terms of particle count because we’re seeing a lot of 
those nanoplastics that have been unreported in other studies.” 

Given the uncertainties around current waste water treat-
ment’s efficacy for microplastics, scientists are developing 
novel removal methods. One approach uses polymers origi-
nating from okra pods and fenugreek seeds, which stick to mi-
croplastics, clumping them together for easier removal. This 
also presents a safer, biodegradable alternative to the current 
use of synthetic wastewater treatment polymers. 

Researchers at the University of Missouri have engineered 
a strain of algae that produces limonene, the oil best known 
for giving oranges their scent. It alters the algae’s surface, 
making it water repellent. When introduced to contaminated 
water, microplastics, which are also water repellent, adhere to 
the algae and can be removed. The creator of this algae, Susie 
Dai, aims to use this method to not only clean water, but also 
recycle the microplastics collected into safer, bioplastic ma-
terials. Elsewhere, Princeton Engineering has discovered a 
way to us egg protein to create an aerogel capable of removing 
microplastics with 99 percent efficiency. While scaling this 
aerogel is a challenge, Sehmus Ozden, a postdoctoral research 
associate, emphasizes the product's potential. “Activated car-
bon is one of the cheapest materials used for water purifica-
tion,” she says. “We compared our results with activated 
carbon, and it’s much better.”  

While awaiting these innovations, there are ways to reduce 
microplastic consumption. Boiling water before filtering it 
creates limescale, which traps microplastics that at-home 
filters can easily remove. This works best with hard water, but 
even with soft tap water, boiling can remove about 25 percent 
of microplastics. Also, avoiding bottled water is an easy way 
to reduce your microplastic intake, as it is linked to higher mi-
croplastic concentrations than tap water. Finally, addressing 
the source of pollution is essential to the success of the global 
fight against microplastics. Microfibers from polyester cloth-
ing are a significant contributor to water contamination. 
Switching to natural fabric alternatives can reduce the micro-
plastics entering our waterways in tandem with efforts to filter 
them from our drinking supply.  

EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for 
the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See more at https://emaga-
zine.com. Send questions to: question@earth talk.org. 

 Questions & 
Answers 

About Our 
Environment

ACROSS 
  1. Manila hemp plant 
  6. Turkish river 
 10. Something to read 
 14. In a way, initiated 
 15. Popular Apple TV se-

ries 
 17. King Charles is part of 

it 
 19. Earlier 
 20. Foot (Latin) 
 21. Zodiac sign 
 22. A browning of the skin  
 23. Remain as is 
 24. Turfs 
 26. It’s used to slaughter 

animals 
 29. Volcanic crater 
 31. The mother of Jesus 
 32. One’s life story 
 34. One-time Liverpool 

coach Slot 
 35. Counterparts 
 37. Jacob __, American 

journalist 
 38. Digital audiotape 
 39. River in South Africa 
 40. Kimono sashes 
 41. Rooting somewhere 
 43. American spy Aldrich 
 45. A way to call for 
 46. Taxi 
 47. Pancakes made of 

buckwheat flour 
 49. Swiss river 
 50. Popular type of video 

game (abbr.) 
 53. Have surgery 
 57. Formal withdrawal 

from a union 
 58. Performs spoken im-

prov 
 59. Greek war god 
 60. 2,000 lbs. 
 61. Helps to evade capture 
  
 DOWN 
  1. Swedish rock group 
  2. “Friday Night Lights” 

director Peter 
  3. Currency exchange fee 
  4. Feline 

  5. Folk singer DiFranco 
  6. Ghastly pale from dis-

tress 
  7. Rapid eye movements 
  8. Monetary unit of Macao 
  9. Lawmakers 
 10. Colorless mineral 
 11. At some prior time 
 12. American protest singer 
 13. Opener 
 16. Seldom 
 18. Relaxing places 
 22. Touchdown 
 23. From end to end 
 24. Kids love him 
 25. Metal-bearing solid 
 27. Skin care product man-

ufacturer 
 28. Thirteen 
 29. Angry 
 30. Member of a Semitic 

people 
 31. One-thousandth of an 

inch 
 33. Former CIA 
 35. Most lemony 
 36. Engage in 
 37. Mass of fish eggs 
 39. Food supplies 
 42. Backbones 
 43. American real estate in-

vestment firm 
 44. Megabyte 
 46. “Three Coins in the 

Fountain” songwriter 
 47. Dutch colonist 
 48. Full-grown pike fish 
 49. Emergency prep expert 

Edwards 
 50. Flute 
 51. Dismissive sound 
 52. Slang term for mari-

juana 
 53. Young women’s associ-

ation 
 54. Cosmopolitan city 
 55. Narrow isthmus in 

Thailand 
 56. Pointed end of a pen

CROSSWORD
SUDOKU

The objective is to fill a 9x9 grid with digits so that each 
column, each row and each of the nine 3x3 sub-grids that 
compose the grid contains all of the digits from 1 to 9. 
Answer elsewhere in paper.

Got Some Local News?
Contact 

The Hancock News
301-678-6255

Email: 
news@hancocknews.us

Early Deadline      
  All correspondents and  advertisers are reminded the deadline 
for submitting copy to this publication is Friday this week, due to 
the holiday.
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Hancock Police report 
the following arrests and 
incidents from the week of 
August 24-30: 

August 24 
Traffic direction, East High 

Street. Funeral detail. 
Assist Washington County 

Sheriff’s Office, first block 
Brent Street. Custody issue. 

Traffic enforcement, Han-
cock area. Ten stops. 

August 25 
Traffic enforcement, Han-

cock area. Four stops. 
Traffic complaint, Fleming 

Court area. Vehicle fled, un-
able to locate. 

August 26 
Traffic enforcement, Han-

cock area. Five stops. 
Suspicious person, 200 

block West Main Street. Both 
subjects checked okay and 
advised. 

August 27 
Theft, Whispering Wind 

Road. Company stealing 
water from hydrant. Report to 
follow. 

Traffic enforcement, Han-
cock area. One stop. 

August 28 
Service to advise, 100 

block West High Street. Sub-
ject advised. 

Service to advise, first 
block Brent Street. Subject 
advised. 

Disorderly conduct, 200 
block Old Rt. 40. Subject ad-
vised. 

Traffic enforcement, Han-
cock area. One stop. 

August 29 
Theft reported, Widmeyer 

Park. Theft of a cellphone. 
Report taken. 

Accident, personal, Rt. 
522/West Main Street. Infor-
mation exchanged. 

Traffic complaint, Penn-
sylvania Avenue. Motorcycle 
at high speed. Unable to lo-
cate. 

August 30 
Suspicious person first 

block East Main Street. Un-
able to locate subject. 

Suspicious person first 
block West Main Street. Un-
able to locate subject. 

911 hang-up, 200 block 
Pennsylvania Avenue. Acci-
dental. 

CDS violation, 200 block 
South Street. Unable to lo-
cate. 

 

Hancock 
Police Report 

301-678-5633

Three sentenced for trafficking large 
quantities of Methamphetamine

Methamphetamine traffick-
ing in the Northern District of 
West Virginia has sent three 
people to federal prison for 
decades, announced U.S. At-
torney Matthew L. Harvey. 

Dustin Thomas Socks, 43, 
of Hagerstown, Md., was 
sentenced to 150 months in 
prison. Socks, also known as 
“Dutch,” was convicted fol-
lowing a long term drug traf-
ficking investigation 
spanning from Washington 
County, Md., to Berkeley 
County, W.Va. Investigators 
documented multiple sales of 
methamphetamine and co-
caine base by Socks. 
Throughout the investigation, 
Socks coordinated drug deals 
across state lines and re-
peatedly met for sales at loca-
tions in Hagerstown, Md. 
Socks has multiple prior drug 
convictions. 

Mercedes Danielle Waye, 
33, of Moorefield, W.Va., 
was sentenced to 60 months 

in prison for trafficking meth-
amphetamine in Hampshire 
County. U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service personnel inter-
cepted a parcel containing 
more than 430 grams of high 
purity methamphetamine ad-
dressed to Waye at a Rom-
ney, W.Va. address. Waye 
and co-defendant Charles 
Muffley, III, attempted to 
pick up the package the fol-
lowing day and was detained. 
Searches of Waye’s and Muf-
fley’s vehicles and belong-
ings uncovered additional 
methamphetamine, drug 
paraphernalia, digital scales, 
and multiple cellular devices. 
Muffley was convicted of his 
crimes at trial in March 2026 
and is scheduled for sentenc-
ing in November 2026. 

Alvie William Woods, 64, 
was sentenced to 36 months 
in prison. U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service personnel inter-
cepted a suspicious USPS 
Priority Mail parcel and ob-

tained a search warrant. In-
side the package, officers 
found nearly two pounds of 
methamphetamine. The par-
cel had been mailed from 
Moreno Valley, Calif., and 
was addressed to “K. Myers” 
at a Flatwoods residence. 
Woods and co-defendant 
Kelly Myers arrived to re-
trieve the package and were 
arrested. Investigators later 
determined that Woods had 
received additional meth-
amphetamine shipments at 
his home from the same Cal-
ifornia address. Myers was 
sentenced on August 5, 2026, 
to 12 months in prison for her 
role in the scheme. 

Assistant U.S. Attorneys 
Lara Omps-Botteicher, Kyle 
Kane, and Andrew Cogar 
prosecuted the cases on be-
half of the government. 

Investigative agencies in-
clude the Eastern Panhandle 
Drug Task Force, a HIDTA-
funded initiative; The Federal 

Bureau of Investigation; the 
Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration; the Potomac High-
lands Drug Task Force, a 
HIDTA-funded initiative; the 
Hampshire County Sheriff’s 
Office; and the U.S. Postal 
Inspection Service. 

These cases are a part of 
Operation Take Back Amer-
ica a nationwide initiative 
that marshals the full re-
sources of the Department of 
Justice to achieve the total 
elimination of cartels and 
transnational criminal organ-
izations (TCOs), protect our 
communities from the perpe-
trators of violent crime, and 
repel the invasion of illegal 
immigration. 

U.S. District Judge Gina 
M. Groh presided over the 
Socks and Waye sentencings. 
Chief U.S. District Judge 
Thomas S. Kleeh presided 
over the Woods sentencing.

FISCHER’S 
GREENHOUSE

301-478-2412
OPEN FOR FALL

MUMS

HOURS
Friday 11 -6 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

I68 Exit 68 turn onto
North Orleans Rd.,

Approx. 1 Mile to Greenhouse

In Appreciation of the Services You Do  
For Morgan County and Our Country  

We Would Like To Invite You  
To a Special Blessing Service & Fellowship 

 
Friday, September 11 • 6 p.m. 

  

ST. MARK’S  
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

180 South Washington Street • Berkeley Springs, W.Va.

BUDDYLOU’S  
ANTIQUES 

OPEN 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday & Sunday

CANAL STREET 
HANCOCK, MD

Monday, September 7 
Tommy Brown

SOUTH 
MORGAN VFD 

10166 Winchester Grade Road 
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 

NO 
BINGO 
SATURDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 5 & 
SEPTEMBER 12

Ed Steers presents 
Booth’s Diary

John Wilkes Booth, Lin-
coln’s assassin, kept a diary 
that was found on him the 
day he was killed, during his 
failed escape attempt.  

There were pages missing 
and theories abounded that 
included Jefferson Davis, 
president of the Confederacy, 
and Lincoln’s secretary of 
war, Edwin Stanton. The 
claim is that Stanton removed 

the pages, only to have them 
appear in the 1970s with the 
intent of using them in a 
movie. 

Internationally known Lin-
coln author, Ed Steers, will 
fill in the details on  Wednes-
day, September 2, 6:30-8:30 
p.m. at the War Memorial 
Hospital Education Room 
(use left entrance). 

This is a free presentation.

Buck Valley Park 
hosts festival

Buck Valley Park will hold 
a live concert and festival on 
Saturday, September 19, 
from 4-8:30 p.m. 

Music will be by Double 
Barrel. 

There will be food, carni-
val games and prizes. 

Take a chair or sit in the 
pavilion. 

The event is to benefit the 
Buck Valley Park care and 
maintenance. 

The park is located at 6677 
Buck Valley Road in War-
fordsburg, Pa. 

For info go to the Facebook 
page @Buck Valley Park. 

Everyone is welcome.

Soap making workshop set for Sept. 17
The Church of Jesus Christ 

of Latter-day Saints will be 
hosting a workshop showing 
people how to make soap. 

In the free hands-on work-
shop, they’ll show how to 
turn basic ingredients into 
homemade bar soap and then 
transform it into custom dish 
soap and laundry detergent. 

The workshop will be held 
on Thursday, September 17, 
at 6:30 p.m. at the church lo-
cated at 200 Douglas Street in 
Hancock. 

Organizers ask you take 
one terry cloth towel, hand or 
dish towel, to wrap and insu-
late the fresh soap. They also 
ask you take one small plastic 
mushroom container, the 
black or blue ones from the 
grocery store, to use as the 
mold. 

If you plan to attend, RSVP 
to Jennie Cejka at 814-617-
0914. 

 

South Morgan Yard Party 
returns for Labor Day

A decades-old tradition in 
the southern end of Morgan 
County is returning this 
Labor Day weekend. South 
Morgan Volunteer Fire Com-
pany’s Annual Yard Party 
will be held on Saturday, 
September 5 starting at 1 p.m.  

Ham and chicken dinners 
will be served from 1 p.m. to 
6 p.m. The fire company’s 
food pavilion will also be 
open for concessions. 

Live music will begin at 1 
p.m. with Steve Keith & Lost 
River followed by All 
Grassed Up from 6 to 9 p.m. 

A new “Touch a Truck” 
event will begin at 1 p.m., let-
ting kids of all ages explore 
and learn about the working 
trucks in the community. A 
Maryland State Trooper heli-
copter will be among the ap-
paratus to visit the fire station 
during the event. Trooper 5 
will land at 3 p.m., say event 
organizers. 

Firefighter games of skill 
will start at 4:30 p.m. The 
“Battle of the Barrel” will pit 
firefighter teams against one 
another to use their hose 
skills in the competition to 
ring the bell with the barrel. 

 

A Live Auction of donated 
items will begin at 6:30 p.m., 
including many hand-crafted 
items from local artisans. 

All events will take place at 
the South Morgan fire sta-
tion, located at 10166 Win-
chester Grade Road in 
Berkeley Springs. 

The Yard Party has been 
presented by the fire com-
pany for decades. It was inte-
grated into the Fireman’s 
Carnival for the last four 
years. Since the carnival 
moved to earlier in the 
summer this year, the fire 
company decided to bring the 
tradition back as a stand-
alone event for Labor Day 
weekend. 

Event updates can be found 
on the fire company’s social 
media page. 

Open mic night
BlackCat Music Shop’s Free Open Mic Night Friday, Sep-

tember 4 from 7-10 p.m.  
This monthly event is open to all musicians, singers and 

songwriters. Show up, sign up, play or listen. 
All ages are welcome. BlackCat Music is located at 155 In-

dependence Street, Berkeley Springs. 
For more information call 304-258-4440.

Early Deadline
For Sept.  Issue

The Hancock News will be closed Monday,
September  in observance of Labor Day.
In order to meet the deadline, we must ask that

news items and advertisements for the September
 issue be in by noon Friday, September .
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St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, five miles west of 
Hancock on Resley Road, 301-
678-7180 - Adult Bible and 
Sunday school classes for all 
ages, 8:45 a.m., worship service 
10 a.m. Pastor W. Kenneth Stot-
tlemyer. 

Long Hollow Church, 
12722 Long Hollow Road - 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., morn-
ing worship 10:30 a.m.  

Hancock Assembly of God, 
431 North Pennsylvania Ave-
nue, 301-678-5313 - Sunday 
school 10 a.m., worship service 
and kid’s church 11 a.m. Even-
ing service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
activities 7 p.m. Ladies’ quilting 
every Tuesday at 10 a.m.  

Stone Bridge Church of the 
Brethren, 14904 Orchard 
Ridge Road, Hancock, 301-582-
4135 - Sunday school 9:30 a.m., 
worship 10:35 a.m. Rev. Harry 
E. Strite. 

Victory Chapel, 116 W. 
Main Street - Sunday school 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening 7 p.m. Rev. 
Bob Ardinger. 

Saint Thomas’ Episcopal 
Church, Church and High 
Streets, Hancock, 301-678-6569 
- Sundays 7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
Sunday School for children & 
adults 10 a.m. Alcoholics 
Anonymous in lower parish 
hall.  

The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 200 
Douglas Street, Hancock - Sac-
rament meeting 10 a.m. Sunday 
school 11 a.m. Bishop Eric Ex-
line.. 

Hancock Grace Church of 
the Nazarene, 304-258-4412 - 
Sunday school 11 a.m., Sunday 
morning worship 9:45 a.m. Sun-
day evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday prayer meeting 7 
p.m. Pastor Rodney Truax 304-
676-3306. 

 
 
 

Buck Valley Zion  
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
- Services will be held on the 
third Sunday of each month at 7 
p.m. until December. Rev. 
McCarty. 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 
16 E. High Street, Hancock, 
301-678-6339 - Weekend Mass 
schedule:  Sunday morning: 
7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Weekday 
Mass schedule: Monday, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday-Saturday, 
7:30 a.m. Mission Church-St. 
Patrick’s, Little Orleans: Sat-
urday Vigil Mass at 5 p.m. Rev. 
John J. Lombardi. 

Corner Independent 
Church, Corner Road, Big 
Cove Tannery,  Worship, 11 
a.m. Pastor Richard Bernhard. 

Sideling Hill Charge: Ca-
talpa U.M.  Church, Rt. 144 
west of Hancock about two 
miles, turn left on Willow Road. 
Go about five miles, bear right 
at fork. Church about one mile 
on right. Sunday service 8:30 
a.m. 

Piney Plains U.M. Church, 
Exit 72 off I-68, left off exit, 
then right at stop sign, right on 
Mann Road, cross back over I-
68 and then left on Faith Circle, 
follow to end, Little Orleans, 
717-658-3906 - Sunday school 
10 a.m., service 11 a.m. Pastor 
Jean Squires. 

Hancock United Methodist 
Church, 170 West Main Street, 
Hancock, 301-678-6440 - Sun-
day School all ages 8:30 a.m. 
Worship service 9:30 a.m. Pas-
tor Becki Wessinger. 

Non-Denominational Serv-
ice, Seavolt Road, Hancock, 
304-274-2353 - Campground 
ministry at Happy Hills Camp-
ground every Sunday 10 a.m. 
Pastor Tim Staubs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 180 South Washington 
Street, Berkeley Springs, 304-
258-2440 - Sunday service 10 
a.m.  

Hancock (USA) Presbyte-
rian Church, 17 East Main 
Street, 301-678-5510 - Sunday 
worship 10 a.m.  Senior soup 
and sandwich first Saturday of 
each month from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
in Church Social Room. Pastor 
Terry Martin-Minnich. 

Grace Christian Fellowship, 
130 Pennsylvania Avenue, Han-
cock, 301-678-6036 - Sunday 
services: Sunday school 10 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. Wednesday 7 
p.m. Bible study and prayer 
meeting. Rev. Edward Guyer. 

Hancock Church of God, 
7528 Millstone Road, 301-678-
5390 - Sunday school 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m. Wed-
nesday evening services 6:30 
p.m. Pastor James Touchton. 

Tri-State Community 
Church, 326 E. Main St., Han-
cock, across from CNB Bank, 
301-302-6412 - 6 p.m., Sat-
urday, Adult truth, teen thrust 
sixth grade and up. Children 
blast fifth and under. Pastor 
Alan Myers. 

Orchard Ridge First 
Church of God, 13642 Orchard 
Ridge Road, 301-678-7267 - 
Sunday morning worship 9 a.m. 
Sunday school 10 a.m. Sunday 
evening worship 6 p.m. Kids 
club and youth group 6 p.m. 
Rev. Jeffrey Hawbaker. 

1ST Evangelical Methodist 
Church, 11510 Price Road, Lit-
tle Orleans, 240-609-6770 - 
Sunday school 10 a.m. Worship 
service 11 a.m. Wednesday 
evening Bible study 7 p.m. 
Darhl Trail, Jr. 

Bethel Community Church, 
Bethel Church Road off Rt. 522, 
Warfordsburg, Pa., 301-991-
7141 - Sunday school 10 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. Rev. Gary 
Quackenbos. 

 

Berkeley Baptist Church, 
300 Winchester Grade Road, 
304-258-4101 - Wednesday 
prayer and study 6:30 p.m., Sun-
day school 9:30 a.m., worship 
service 10:45 a.m. Food pantry 
distribution site call for more 
info. Pastor Joey N. Giles, Jr. 

Needmore Bible Church, 
6939 Great Cove Road, Need-
more, Pa., 717-573-2212 - Sun-
day school and life groups 9 
a.m. Sunday worship 10 a.m. 
Monday 8:45 a.m. ladies Bible 
study. Wednesday evening 6:30 
p.m. Awana for children. Pastor 
Doug Poffenberger. 

Hope Community Church, 
31 Buzzard Acres Lane, Berke-
ley Springs - Sunday service at 
9 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Kids Mini-
stry infant-fifth grade, Youth 
Ministry Sunday nights 6 p.m. 
Pastors Skip Euler. 

Gospel Light Tabernacle, 
21 Gospel Lane on Williams 
Street, Berkeley Springs - Sun-
day school and worship/chil-
dren’s church 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6:30 p.m. Wed-
nesday Bible study 7 p.m. Pas-
tor Shane Boyer. 

Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 14464 Buck Valley Rd., 
Warfordsburg, Pa., 301-678-
5340 or 717-294-6494. Bible 
study, Wednesday, 6 p.m. Sec-
ond Friday of each month 
prayer service 6 p.m. Sunday 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Em-
manuel Ensor and Deacon Sha-
drach Ensor. 

Warm Springs Baptist 
Church, 3683 Pious Ridge 
Road, Berkeley Springs, 304-
258-1551. - Sunday SVCS 10-
11 a.m. Sunday SVC 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible study 7 p.m. 
Pastor Robert Burton. 

St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church 12517 St. Patrick Road, 
SE, Little Orleans, 301-678-
6339 - Saturday Vigil Mass 5 
p.m. Rev. John Lombardi. 

Needmore Full Gospel, six 
miles north of Hancock on Rt. 
655, 717-294-3100 - Regular 
services: Sunday school 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m. Evan-
gelistic service 6 p.m. Wednes-
day evening service at 7 p.m. 
Rev. John Lewis. 

Cedar Grove Christian 
Church, Rt. 522 at 643 near 
Dott, Pa. - Sunday school 9:30 
a.m. and worship service 10:30 
a.m. Timothy B. Close. 

Chapel of Praise - 14457 
Buck Valley Road, Warfords-
burg, Pa., 717-294-3184 - Wor-
ship services: Sunday morning 
10 a.m. Wednesday evening 
service at 7 p.m. Pastors Jack 
and Lola Hiles. 

Whips Cove Church, Rt. 
643, three miles east of Town 
Hill, Exit Rt. 156, 717-294-3229 
- Sunday school at 10 a.m. and 
worship service at 11 a.m. 

Faith Assembly of God 
Church, Amaranth, Pa. - Sun-
day school 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m. Sunday CA 
service 6:30 p.m. Sunday even-
ing service 7 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 7:30 p.m. Pastor 
Delmas F. Bard. 

Buck Valley Christian 
Church, 717-375-5881 - Sun-
day school 9:30 a.m. Worship 
service 10:20 a.m. Primary 
church and junior church are 
held 10:30 a.m. Pastor Bill Cro-
teau, Jr. 

New Testament Church, 
Buck Valley, Pa., Warfordsburg 
exit on 484 west, six miles on 
right - Sunday school 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m., 
prayer meeting Wednesday 6:30 
p.m. Pastor R. Bobby Layman. 

Damascus Christian 
Church, 717 Big Cove Tannery 
Road, BCT, Pa. - Worship every 
Sunday 11 a.m.  

Bethel Independent 
Church, Sleepy Creek - Sunday 
school 10 a.m. Sunday worship 
7 p.m. Wednesday evening 
prayer and Bible study 7:30 
p.m.  

Amaranth Church of the 
Brethren, Sunday school 
9:30 a.m., Worship service 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday kids 
program 6 p.m. Pastor Mi-
chael Lida. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calvary Bible Church, 2065 
Valley Road, Berkeley Springs, 
just south of Dairy Queen on top 
of hill, 304-258-1099 or 304-
579-9389 - Sunday school 9:45 
a.m. Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
prayer meeting and Bible study 
7 p.m. Pastor B.J. Worley. 

Needmore Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, corner Rt. 522 
and 655, Needmore, Pa., 205-
492-9989 - Sabbath School Sat-
urday, 9:30 a.m. Sabbath 
worship service Saturday 11 
a.m. Pastor Murvin Camatchee. 

Oasis Community Church, 
1121 Maryland Avenue, Hager-
stown, located in the South End 
shopping center across from 
South High, 301-745-6183 - 
Sunday worship 6:30 p.m. Rev. 
Bill Lynn. 

Unity of Berkeley Springs, 
New Earth Granary, 143 N. 
Mercer St., Berkeley Springs, 
304-268-4222 or 304-258-2954. 
Celebration service, 10 a.m. 
Rev. Anne Murphy-Oswald. 

Mountain Top Church, one 
mile east of Rocky Gap State 
Park on Rt. 144, Flintstone, 301-
777-0923 - Sunday services: 
Sunday school at 10 a.m., morn-
ing worship 10:45 a.m., evening 
service 7 p.m. Wednesday Bible 
study and prayer 7:30 a.m. 

LifeHouse Church Bethel, 
515 E. Wilson Blvd., Hager-
stown, 301-739-1167 - Sunday 
life classes 8:30 a.m., worship 
gathering 9:30 a.m. and Wed-
nesday family life 7 p.m. 

Church of Christ, 290 South 
Green Street, Berkeley Springs, 
304-258-5175 - Sunday Bible 
study 9:30 a.m., worship 10:15 
a.m. Evening service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible study 7 p.m. 
for all ages.  Evangelist Van 
Sprague. 

Parkhead Union Church, 
9512 National Pike, Big Pool, I-
70 east at exit 9, Indian Springs, 
301-639-9154 - Sunday school 
9:30 a.m., morning worship 
10:30 a.m. Pastor Randy 
Bivens. 

 

Hilltop Christian Fellow-
ship, 12624 Trinity Church 
Drive, Clear Spring, 301-842-
2225, Early Bible class 8:15-9 
a.m. Sunday school 9:15-10:15 
a.m., worship service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible study 7:15-
8:15 p.m. Pastor John Miller.  

Warfordsburg Presbyterian 
Church, 717-294-3028 - Fel-
lowship 9 a.m. Sunday school 
9:30 a.m. Worship service 10:30 
a.m. Bible basics class for chil-
dren K through fourth grade. 
12941 Buck Valley Rd., War-
fordsburg. 

Unitarian Universalist, 626 
Washington Avenue, Hager-
stown, 301-745-6576 - Sunday 
service 10:45 a.m. youth reli-
gious education 10:45 a.m. Min-
ister Valerie Wills. 

Pleasant Grove Christian 
Church, four miles west of 
Needmore, Pa. - Sunday wor-
ship 10 a.m.,  Sunday evening 
services 6 p.m. Rev. Denver 
Plessinger. 

Green Ridge Assembly of 
God, Green Ridge - Sunday 
services: Sunday school 9:45 
a.m., worship service 10:45 
a.m., evening service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible study and 
prayer 6 p.m. Holy communion 
first Sunday of each month. 

Blairs Valley First Church 
of God, Clear Spring, 301-842-
2663 - Sunday school 10, wor-
ship 9 a.m. Bible study 
Wednesday evening 6:30 p.m. 
Pastor John Cook. 

St. Catherine’s Eastern Or-
thodox, 433 Liberty Street, 
Hagerstown, 301-739-5237 - 
Saturday 6:30 p.m. Vesper serv-
ice Sunday 10 a.m. Divine Lit-
urgy. Rev. Dennis Buck. 

Rehoboth New Life, 8159 
Great Cove Road, (U.S. 522), 
717-496-7558 - Services Sun-
day, 10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
7 p.m. Bible based, spirit-filled 
church and discipleship center. 
Pastor Lowell Bard. 

Mt. Olivet Presbyterian 
Church, Exline Road, Han-
cock, 301-678-6038 - Church 
service 9:30 a.m. 
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Admonish the Sinner? 
 
“And we urge you, brothers, to admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak”. +I 

Thes 5:15.   
Galatians 6:1 instructs: “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual 

should restore him in a spirit of gentleness.”  
In Matthew 18:15-17 Jesus Himself counsels: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 

fault, between you and him alone…If he refuses to listen…then go to the church.”  
It’s biblically clear we are called to lovingly practice Fraternal Correction, Admonish The Sinner –

A Spiritual Work of Mercy.  
Item: At Noma, once Copenhagen’s Michelin-starred and top rated restaurant in the world for several 

years, feared and famed chef René Redzepi, was apparently constantly berating, abusing & physically 
harming employees and he got a “free pass. “Because no one spoke up. Or enough, that is.  

We need a healthy return to this Spirital Act of Mercy to Admonish The Sinner. In this coming Sun-
day’s Catholic Mass we read  that we will be held responsible if we had an opportunity to correct a 
sinner but did not (Ez. 33:7-9).   

We can do this, simply, in three ways: Humility, prudence and love. Humility: remember you are a 
sinner and also in need of help, and speak your correction in the right way, & right voice.  

Practice prudence: Ask--Is this the right situation? Am I required by duty to do this?  Is there any 
threat to me or others because of my proposed action? Is the situation serious enough? Love –You 
should do it not out of revenge or anger,  but love of God, for justice and that person’s soul. Jesus did 
as much, so shall we. And in courtrooms the local judge and court helps “remedy an injustice”   --
shouldn’t you?  

After all, just think: We’re used to corrections all thru our lives: Mom and dad continually amended 
our ways thru childhood; at school the teacher reformed our behavior and homework; at work super-
visors correct and judge us; in sports coaches cajole us & your kids. And now varied folks, institutions 
are prescribing what language to use; some call us rectify past wrongs we never participated in and 
others shame us if we don’t do things their way.  Okay, but, you say, morality and personal peccadillos 
are sensitive. So let’s go sensitively,  but still go forward…  

Think of a continuum –1 to 10 and those numbers “being the extremes” –ie., One being hardly ever 
correct a person doing such and such;  to five being possibly / probably amending someone; to10 being 
very serious—and amendment as a duty (like Ezekial’s Lord says).  

If you really love someone, even if you don’t know them well, you will assist them, just as your 
mom did for you & your teacher—and Lord!  

Rev. John J. Lombardi is pastor of St. Peter – St. Patrick Catholic Church
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 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his 
 hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, 

 when they saw the LORD. 
 John 20:20 (KJV)

 Most of us have experienced times when all 
 seemed lost, but with Christ in our lives, we 
 can never lose hope. Just when all seemed lost, 
 Christ rose again, giving hope to His disciples 
 and all who believe in Him.

 HOPE HOPE HOPE

 Ancient wisdom for modern life
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 OBITUARIES

Ludwell Onsolow Fling 
1929-2026 

Ludwell “Onsie” Onsolow 
Fling, 97, of Hancock, Md., 
passed away, Saturday, Au-
gust 29, 2026, in Berkeley 
Springs, W.Va. 

Born January 19, 1929, in 
Hancock, Md., he was the son 
of the late Edward and Olive 
Mitchell Fling. 

Onsie attended Hancock 
Area School. He served in the 
United States Air Force, serv-
ing in WWII and the Korean 
War. He worked and retired as 
an aircraft mechanic at Fair-
child Industries, Hagerstown, Md.  

He was a member of the VFW, American Legion and the 
Moose Lodge. 

Onsie had a passion for his woodworking, gardening and 
loved to read. 

He is survived by one son, Rickey O. Fling and wife Tina 
of Hancock, Md.; one daughter, Donna J. Risinger of Hedges-
ville, W.Va.; five grandchildren; nine great-grandchildren and 
three great-great grandchildren. 

In addition to his parents, he is predeceased by his wife Do-
lores J. Fox Fling; one brother and six sisters. 

Viewing will be held on Friday, September 4, 2026, from 4 
p.m. to 7 p.m. at Grove-Rogowski Funeral Home, 141 W. 
Main Street, Hancock, MD 21750. 

Funeral service will be held on Saturday, September 5, 
2026, at 11 a.m. with one-hour prior visitation at the Alpine 
Bible Church, 5181 Pious Ridge Road, Berkeley Springs, WV 
25411. Burial will follow in the Alpine Bible Church Ceme-
tery. Pastor Kenny Mason will officiate.  Military honors will 
be provided by the Tri-State Honor Guard. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Onsie’s name can be made 
to the Alpine Bible Church and the Tri-State Honor Guard. 

Arrangements were entrusted to Grove-Rogowski Funeral 
Home, 141 W Main Street, 
Hancock, MD 21750.  Online 
condolences can be ex-
pressed to the family at 
www.grfuneralhome.net.

Louise Edna Golden 
1935-2026 

Louise Edna Golden, age 90, 
of Hancock, Md., passed away 
Saturday, August 29, 2026, at 
her home surrounded by her 
loving family. 

Born September 15, 1935, in 
Millstone, Md, she was the 
daughter of the late Roger El-
wood and Kittie Irene Younker 
Weller. 

She was a 1953 graduate of 
Hancock School. 

She was a professional 
seamstress retiring from Lon-
don Fog Factory after at least 
thirty years. Louise was an 
avid quilter making numerous 
quilts for loved ones as well as missionaries.  Louise was also 
a devout Christian.  She attended Hancock Assembly of God 
where she was a Sunday School teacher for over fifty years, 
helping to shape many many lives.  She was also a Missionette 
Leader for the girls’ ministry for many years.  

Louise is survived by her children, Paul Golden of Hancock 
and Barbara Hullinger of Hancock; granddaughters Karla 
Crosen (Mathias), Candace Hixon (Josh); and great-grandchil-
dren Alexis Barney (Levi), Memphis Crosen, Kambri Crosen, 
Weslyn Hixon, Branten Hixon and great-great-grandchildren 
Kaisley Barney and Walker Barney. 

In addition to her parents, Louise was preceded in death by 
her husband Paul “Pete” Golden, of fifty-nine years; and her 
sister Phyllis Weller. 

Funeral services will be conducted on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 2, 2026, at 12 p.m., with two-hour prior visitation from 
10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Hancock Assembly of God, 431 N Penn-
sylvania Ave, Hancock, MD 21750.  Pastor Don Preston will 
officiate.  Burial will follow at Stonebridge Church, 14904 
Orchard Ridge Rd., Hancock, MD 21750. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in Louise’s name can be made 
to Hospice of Washington County or Hancock Assembly of 
God are appreciated. 

Arrangements were entrusted to Grove-Rogowski Funeral 
Home, 141 W Main Street, 
Hancock, MD 21750.  On-
line condolences can be ex-
pressed to the family at 
www.grfuneralhome.net.

Lewis (Lew) Harvey Miller 
Lewis (Lew) Harvey Miller, 

82, of Warfordsburg, Pa., 
passed peacefully from his 
earthly home on Monday, Au-
gust 24, 2026. 

Lew was married to the love 
of his life and best friend, 
Susan, for 46 years. Together, 
they raised two children, 
Amanda and Kenneth. He is 
also survived by a son, Robert 
and his wife, Julie; daughter, 
Sherri and her husband, 
Jimmy; eight grandchildren: 
Jessica, Claire, Alex, Sophie, 
Jameson, Isabella, Chrissy and 
Kaci; three great-grandchil-
dren: Taylor, Madison and Ethan and two nephews: Jamie and 
Gary. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Maurice and 
Thelma (Davis) Miller; his sister, Deborah Baugher and his 
brother, John Miller. 

Lew spent some of his favorite childhood days on the family 
farm in Falling Waters, W.Va., where he enjoyed time with 
his extended family. He always had a story to tell about his 
cousins, aunts and uncles, and the memories they made to-
gether. 

In his late teens and early twenties, Lew began working on 
vehicles at a service station in Baltimore and also began driv-
ing a dump truck. In his early thirties, he began his career with 
Jevic Transportation, where he worked as an over-the-road 
truck driver and driver trainer. When Jevic became New Cen-
tury Transportation, Lew continued his career there until his 
retirement in 2007 due to health concerns. 

His children were his pride and joy, but becoming a Pappy 
made his world even brighter. Whether he was “Silly Pop 
Pop” or “Pappy,” his grandchildren each held a very special 
place in his heart. His love for his family was evident in ev-
erything he did, and the memories he created with them will 
be cherished forever. 

Having an enthusiastic fondness for classic cars, you could 
find him tinkering in the garage on the newest vehicle he had 
acquired. He enjoyed wandering around car shows for hours 
and making new friends. 

Lew was the perpetual life of the party, no matter the occa-
sion. He never met a stranger and was always ready to share 
a laugh, tell a story and—most importantly—dance. 

Alongside his wife, Susan, Lew was a member of the  
Hancock Lioness Lions Club. He enjoyed outings with the 
group and especially appreciated the opportunity to help raise 
money for community service projects. 

Lew was a parishioner of St. Peter’s Roman Catholic 
Church. He was proud of his faith and remained strong in it 
until the very end. 

Lew leaves behind a lifetime of stories, laughter, love and 
memories. He will be deeply missed by his family, friends and 
all who had the privilege of knowing him. 

Until we meet again, keep dancing.                                                    
The family received friends and a Rosary Service was held 

on Friday, August 28, 2026 at Grove-Rogowski Funeral 
Home, 141 West Main Street, Hancock, Md. 

 A Mass of Christian Burial was held Saturday, August 29, 
2026, at 11 a.m. at St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 16 East High 
Street, Hancock, Md. Celebrant Fr. John Lombardi officiated. 
Burial followed at St. Peter Catholic Church Cemetery.  

In lieu of flowers donations 
can be made to St. Peter’s 
Catholic Church 16 East 
High Street, Hancock, MD 
21750.

Joyce Ann Younker 
1952-2026 

Joyce Ann Younker, 74, of 
Hancock, Md. passed away on 
Friday, August 28, 2026, at her 
residence. 

Born Saturday, March 15, 
1952, in Berkeley Springs, 
W.Va., she was the daughter of 
the late George W. and Wanda 
L. Vanorsdale Fleece, Sr.  

Joyce attended Berkeley 
Springs School. She enjoyed 
playing bingo, knitting, quilt-
ing and visiting friends at the 
Senior Life Services Center in 
Berkely Springs, W.Va. 

Joyce had a love for nature and enjoyed watching animals. 
Joyce is survived by her loving husband of thirty-three 

years, Rodney A. Younker of Hancock, Md.; one son, Ken-
neth L. Hendershot, Jr. of Berkeley Springs, W.Va.; two 
daughters, Cheryl Green of Florida and Alice “Mickey” Lyons 
of Berkeley Springs, W.Va.; three brothers, George W. Fleece, 
Jr. and wife Alice of Berkeley Springs, W.Va., Vernon L. 
Fleece and John G. Fleece both of Ohio; one sister, Karen L. 
Burns of Berkeley Springs, W.Va.; and numerous grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. 

In addition to her parents, Joyce is preceded in death by one 
sister Phyllis M. Hall and one daughter Rhonda Weedle. 

Private services for Joyce will be held at the convenience 
of the family. 

Arrangements were entrusted to Grove-Rogowski Funeral 
Home, 141 West Main 
Street, Hancock, MD, 21750.  
Online condolences can be 
expressed to the family at 
www.grfuneralhome.net.

Ira Melvin Manley  
1936-2026  

Ira Melvin Manley, age 90, 
of Berkeley Springs, W.Va., 
passed away on Saturday Au-
gust 29, 2026, at Valley Health 
Winchester Medical Center in 
Winchester, Va.  

Born July 30th, 1936, in 
Berkeley Springs, W.Va., he 
was the son of Eva Lavina Fox 
and was raised by his beloved 
grandmother Martha (Mae) 
Fritzman.  

At an early age he made the 
decision to enlist in the United 
States Army and was proud to 
serve for 21 years. During this 
time, he received many com-
mendation medals and was most proud of the Bronze Star 
Medal. The other service medals or badges earned during his 
career include the following: Army Commendation Medal; 
Good Conduct Medal (Awarded 3 times); National Defense 
Service Medal; Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal; Vietnam 
Service Medal; Republic of Vietnam Campaign Ribbon with 
Device; Driver and Mechanic Badge, Sharpshooter Badge, 
and Marksman Badge. After retiring from the United States 
Army, he worked at Massey Ford in Hagerstown, Md, as a 
service director for 11 years. Then he and his brother-in-law, 
Herbert Johnson, opened Herb's Auto Mart in Berkeley 
Springs, W.Va. For over 30 years they had a successful used 
car business and repair shop.  

Ira enjoyed golfing, hunting, working in the yard, the out-
doors, listening/dancing to music, traveling, and was an avid 
WVU football fan. For over 40 years, Ira officiated high 
school football and basketball for the Eastern Panhandle Bas-
ketball and Football Associations.  

He is survived by his loving wife Therese of 70 years, his 
beloved daughter Tanya (Scott Butts), and his beloved grand-
daughter Lydia Butts. He is survived by his siblings; Carolyn 
Michael, Barbara Johnson, Diane (Susi) Barker (Ronnie), and 
George Fox, Jr. Many nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his grandmother, mother and 
brother, Vernon Kuykendall.  

No funeral services will be held at his request. Memorial 
Contributions can made to Blue Ridge Care, 333 West Cork 
Street, #405, Winchester, VA 22601 or the Morgan County 
Humane Society, 5366 Valley Road, Berkeley Springs, WV 
25411. 

IN LOVING MEMORY 
of my wife 

ANNA PECK 
For Labor Day 

I just want you to know how much we 
miss you and love you so very much. 
You will be with each of us in so many 
ways for this holiday.  I know you are  
in Heaven, smiling down on me in 
that pretty white gown.  I know that 
you will also be around on my 
birthday, September the 3rd, smiling 
down on me and wishing me a 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY and telling me 
how much you LOVE ME VERY 
MUCH.  HAPPY HOLIDAY in 
Heaven. We love and miss you 
very much. 

Your Husband, John 
Our Daughters, Punkin & Lisa 

Our Son, Johnny, 
Our Grandchildren  

&  
Our Great Grandchildren

CUSTOMIZED MEMORIALS • DEATH DATE ENGRAVING 
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY – 301-800-1264 

12635 FLYING DUCK LANE • CLEAR SPRING, MD 21722

DAYSET 
MEMORIALS 
“in loving memory”

The Celebration of Life for  

William H. Lawyer 
Saturday, September 19 • 1 p.m.  

at the Berkeley Springs  
Presbyterian Church 

Mercer Street • Berkeley Springs  
Food and Refreshments  

Afterwards in the Fellowship Hall 
Next to the Church

Early Deadline      
  All correspondents and  advertisers are reminded the deadline for submitting copy to this publication is Friday this week, due to the holi-
day.

Rehobeth Cemetery Association 
holds Annual Homecoming Service 

Rehobeth United Method-
ist Church will hold their An-
nual Homecoming Service on 
Sunday, September 6, begin-
ning at 2 p.m. 

Pastor Frank Kocek will be 
in charge. The Blankley's will 
provide opening music prior 
to the service. Second 
Chances will provide an af-
ternoon of worship, music 
and praise. 

Lunch in the pavilion after 
the service with meats, 
breads, drinks and utensils 
being furnished. Take a cov-
ered dish. 

Everyone is welcome to at-
tend. 

The church is located at  at 
2328 Tollgate Ridge Road, 
Mercersburg, Pa. 

Obituary policy 
 

Obituaries will be printed for a fee based 
on the amount of information that is pro-
vided by a licensed funeral home. A photo 
of the deceased can be included.  

Death Notices will be printed for free in 
The Hancock News as a public service 
which will only include name, age, date of 
death, residency and services. 

For details, contact The Hancock News at 
301-678-6255.
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Newest organizations that 
need volunteers: 

Interfaith Service Coalition 
- Help to sort, package and 
handout food bags during 
Monthly Produce distribu-
tion. First Wednesday of each 
month 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Loaves & Fishes Thrift 
Store - Help to sort donations 
every Saturday 10 a.m.-4 
p.m. or help to sort, clean and 
price donations. Monday 
through Friday, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. 

How to volunteer:  Go to 
JustServe.org and create an 
account.  Then search "Han-
cock, Md", choose "within 5 
miles." Choose one of the 
projects listed above, Click 
Volunteer, fill out infor-
mation and add a note saying 
days/times you are available.   

How to list your organiza-
tions volunteer projects:  
Contact Wendy Weller at 
JustServeHancock@gmail. 
com 

Free classic movies every 
Thursday at the Star

The Star Community 
Center will host free classic 
movies every Thursday at 7 
p.m. at the Star Theatre, 49 
North Washington Street in 
Berkeley Springs. 

September’s movie lineup 
includes “Clue” on Sep-
tember 3. The 1985 cult clas-
sic is based on the iconic 
board game. Six strangers 
gather in a mansion, when 
their host ends up murdered, 
they must determine who 
among them is the killer. 
Starring the recently passed 
Tim Curry. Go see all three 
alternate endings. 

On September 10, “Blue 
Velvet” will be shown. Di-
rector David Lynch's 1986 
thriller stars Kyle MacLa-
chlan. When a young college 
student finds a severed ear in 
a field, it leads him down a 
dark investigation into the 
hidden underworld of his 
small American town. 

The 1962 movie, “The 
Trial” will be shown Sep-
tember 17. Directed by Orson 
Welles, starring Anthony 

Perkins and adapted from 
Franz Kafka's classic novel. 
Josef K (Perkins) is a bureau-
crat who must navigate a 
confusing, illogical and hos-
tile legal system after being 
accused of an unspecified 
crime. 

On September 24, “The  
Night of The Hunter” will 
play. The 1955 movie is the 
true story of Harry Powers, 
who was hanged in 1932 for 
the murder of two widows 
and three children in Clarks-
burg, W.Va. Robert Mitchum 
plays a con-man and serial 
killer, who marries the 
widow of his late cellmate in 
prison to terrorize her chil-
dren into revealing the loca-
tion of a stash of $10,000. 

Donations are optional.

AC upgrades
(from front) 

Right now, there are two 
troops of Girl Scouts in Han-
cock with nearly 40 girls. 
Troop 15127 has 16 girls 
ranging in age from kinder-
garten through fourth grade. 
Troop 15055 has 19 members 
from fifth grade through 
ninth grade. 

The troops meet on sep-
arate nights every other week 
and because of the size and 
age differences, Fox said they 
need to be divided into 
smaller groups during those 
meetings. 

Before access to additional 
scout rooms, Fox said girls 
were in the hallway because 
there wasn’t enough room. 

“The availability of both 
rooms changed that,” she 
said. 

By having those two 
rooms, Fox said it gave the 
girls the ability to participate 
safely and meaningfully in 
the activities. 

Fox said the building is not 
just a bunch of rooms where 
meetings are held, it’s where 
the young people of the com-
munity grow, solve problems, 
learn to lead, work as a team, 
try new things, and many 
other things. 

Girl Scouts also have ac-
cess to the scout cabins in 
Widmeyer Park after they 
had served as the Boy Scouts 
cabins for many years. 

Those cabins allow the 
older girls to take advantage 
of outdoor programs during 
the warmer months. 

“We greatly appreciate that 

opportunity,” Fox said. “But 
they cannot replace the scout 
rooms.” 

She added that her groups 
cannot meet year-round at the 
cabins due to the needs of 
bathrooms and appropriate 
meeting space during the 
colder months. 

Girl Scout leaders from the 
western part of Washington 
County and from Morgan 
County come to use the 
rooms for adult meetings, 
training, collaboration, and 
planning. 

The Hancock troops also 
host other troops from Hager-
stown, Morgan County, Wil-
liamsport, Clear Spring and 
Southern Fulton, Fox said. 

When talking about main-
taining the rooms, Fox said 
she’s talking about maintain-
ing a space for youth, adult, 
volunteers, and families from 
around the area. 

That is why reliable heat 
and air are so important for 
the rooms. 

“Heat and air conditioning 
are not luxuries in a com-
munity building. They are 
part of making that building 
safe, usable, and functional 
throughout the year,” Fox 
said. 

If the town is going to 
move forward making that 
space available, the basic sys-
tems necessary to keep the 
building usable need to be 
maintained, Fox said. 

“We are not asking the 
town to create something 
new,” she said. “We’re ask-
ing the town to maintain an 

existing community resource 
that is already providing a 
valuable service to Hancock 
and the surrounding area.” 

The Girl Scouts, Fox said, 
just need a reliable space to 
continue doing their work for 
the community. 

Mayor Roland Lanehart 
said the cost would be around 
$1,400 and $1,500, depend-
ing which accessories are on 
it, for an air unit for each 
room. 

An HVAC company 
wanted $6,900 to do just one 
room, the mayor added. 

Councilman Richard 
Strong said the town should 
spend the $1,500 per room 
and buy the unit, which Lane-
hart said was the motion.  

Officials unanimously ap-
proved the purchase. 

In related business, Coun-
cilman David Kerns told the 

council that the restrooms at 
Kirkwood Park -- which used 
to be old communication 
buildings -- need better air 
condition units. 

If they removed the exist-
ing units and put new PTAC 
units on the buildings, it 
would cut the electric usage 
down by half with two of 
those units. 

Kerns said he didn’t want 
to put money into an old out-
dated unit, regarding the cur-
rent air conditioning units, 
one of which is currently not 
working. 

Town officials unani-
mously approved those air 
conditioning units. 

In all, the town would be 
paying $6,000 for both the air 
conditioning units for the Girl 
Scouts rooms and the rest-
rooms at Kirkwood Park.

Town officials also approved the purchase for new heating 
and air conditioning units at the restrooms by the Kirkwood 
Park pavilion. 

photo by Geoff Fox 

Fire hydrant
(from front) 

Town Manager Mike Faith 
said this isn’t the first inci-
dent the town has had with 
someone using a hydrant 
without permission, noting he 
caught two other attempts to 
use the hydrants 

At that time, though, the 
town didn’t look to press 
charges for water theft on the 
people. Faith said the town 
had the person pay for the 
water and imposed a $500 
fine. 

There have been suspicions 
about people using the hy-
drants, but the two Faith said 
were the only two where the 
people have been caught. 

“We could put meters on 
the hydrants but then we’d 
have to read them every 
quarter or every month” Faith 
said. “And you can’t lock the 
hydrants. That’s illegal and 
you can’t do that. So there’s 
not a lot options there.” 

Faith said if they see some-
one using the hydrants that’s 

not a town employee or fire-
fighter, they’d need to call 
Town Hall. 

He couldn’t give details 
about the people caught last 
week, but once the charges 
are filed it would be public 
information. 

Faith said Councilman Josh 
McCusker saw someone 
hooked to a hydrant near his 
house and called Faith to see 
if the town was selling water 
to anyone. After a call to the 
town’s operator in training, 
he found out the answer was 
no. 

Police were called and 
found the person at another 
location, Faith said. 

The person told the town 
he had a permit from the City 
of Hagerstown to draw water 
anywhere in the district, 
which Faith said does not in-
clude Hancock. 

Faith made a call to Hager-
stown asking about the per-
mit, which they confirmed, 
but it was only good inside 
the Hagerstown city limits. 

“You can’t just hook up ev-
erywhere in the county,” 
Faith said. 

The person told Faith he’d 
be happy to pay for the water, 
but as he told the officer, 
town officials had already 
made the decision to press 
charges. 

The town has experienced 
high water usage due to water 
leaks. 

When asked if any hydrant 
usage that didn’t get caught 
contributed to the usage 
numbers being up, Faith said 
the hydrant didn’t contribute 
to those. 

“Our highest water usage 
month this year has been Feb-
ruary,” Faith said adding con-
struction wouldn’t be 
drawing water at that time of 
year. 

Faith said he didn’t think it 
has in the past, and he could 
be wrong, but he doesn’t 
think it’s significant. 

If the water theft from the 
hydrants was that prevalent, 
people would call and let 
Town Hall know, Faith said. 

Faith noted, if the person is 
buying water, someone from 
the town would be at the hy-
drant at the same time so the 
hydrant can be opened. 

There is a technique to 
open the hydrant and if some-
one untrained and unqualified 
opens it, the hydrant breaks, 
the town wouldn’t know 
about it. 

If someone wants to buy 
water from the town, they’re 
charged the out of town rate, 
which is double the standard 
rate. 

“We don’t really sell a lot 
of water,” Faith said. “We’re 
not interested in selling water 
to people.” 

The town doesn’t make 
money from selling the water 
from the hydrants and Faith 
said it ties up a town em-
ployee. 

The primary use of the 
town’s water supply is to pro-
vide water to the town’s res-
idents. 

The town asks if anyone 
witnesses anyone other than 
emergency personnel or town 
employees connecting to a 
hydrant report it immediately 
to the Hancock Police De-
partment at 1-800-792-8501 
or to Town Hall all at 301-
678-5688.

Get on the 
Schedule  

Before the Fall 
Rush Hits

Needing Farm to Table processing? 

 • We Welcome Farmers Marketing Their Own Beef and Pork 

Looking for Meat from Local Farmers? 

 • We Sell Quarters, Halves and Whole Beef 

 • We Can Supply Hogs Also 

Have a Cow or Hog  
Needing Processed? 

 • We Are Your Local Butcher 

Deer Season is Right 
Around the Corner 

 • We Offer Many Processing Options: 

     Bologna, Snack Sticks, Jerky, Deer Chip, Hot Dogs

BUTCHER SHOP & DEER PROCESSING
2794 Great Cove Road • Warfordsburg, PA 17267 

240-469-9712

Early Deadline      
  All correspondents and  
advertisers are reminded 
the deadline for submit-
ting copy to this publica-
tion is Friday this week, 
due to the holiday.

Use Your Local Library
HANCOCK VETERANS
MEMORIAL LIBRARY
301-678-5300

Monday Closed
Tuesday 11:30-7:00
Wednesday 11:30-7:00
Thursday 11:30-7:00
Friday 11:30-6:00
Saturday 10:15-2:00
Sunday Closed

ARTICLES MAY  
BE EDITED   

  Articles submitted to The 
Hancock News may be ed-
ited for clarity, style and 
content and to conform to 
the newspaper's policies 
and protect against libel.
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VOLLEYBALL 
DATE        OPPONENT                         TIME          W/L   SCORE 
Sept. 9      Forbes Road                        6 p.m. 
Sept. 14    at Berkeley Springs (JV/V)  5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 17    Paw Paw                               5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 22    Lighthouse Christian (JV/V) 5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 23    Southern Fulton (JV/V)        6 p.m. 
Sept. 26   at St. James Tournament 10 a.m. 
Sept. 28    Faith Christian (JV/V)            5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 29    at McConnellsburg (JV/V)  6 p.m. 
Oct. 1        at Paw Paw                           6 p.m. 
Oct. 5        at Faith Christian (JV/V)       6 p.m. 
Oct. 7        Allegany (JV/V)                      5:30 p.m. 
Oct. 12      Berkeley Springs (JV/V)       5:30 p.m. 
Oct. 19      at Southern Fulton            6 p.m. 
Oct. 22      at South Hagerstown (JV/V) 6 p.m. 
Oct. 26      Northern Garrett (JV/V)       5:30 p.m. 
• Games that are both JV/V - Times are for JV which plays first.

Panther’s 
Den

How to Contact 
Schools & Officials 

 
Hancock Middle-Senior High School  

301-766-8186 
Website: https://hmshs.wcpsmd.com 

Principal Andrew Kaetzel 
kaetzand@wcps.k12.md.us 

 
Hancock Elementary 

301-766-8178 
Website: https://hae.wcpsmd.com 

Principal Shauna Gore 
 

Washington County Public Schools  
301-766-2800 

https://www.wcpsmd.com 
 

Department of Public Information 
301-766-2809 

Department of Transportation 
301-766-2902 

Department of Athletics 
301-766-2929 

Department of Student Services 
301-766-2960 

Department of Safety & Security  
main number 

Department of Technology 
main number 

Dept of Facilities Planning & Development 
main number 

 
Washington County Board of Education 

Darrell Evans, President 
 evansdar@wcps.k12.md.us 

 
Dr. April Zentmeyer, Vice President 

 zentmapr@wcps.k12.md.us 
 

Michael Guessford 
 guessmic@wcps.k12.md.us 

 
Victoria Beachley 

 beachvic@wcps.k12.md.us 
 

Charles Burkett  
burkchar@wcps.k12.md.us 

 
Ashley McCusker 

MccusAsh@wcps.k12.md.us 
 

Linda Murray 
murralin@wcps.k12.md.us

Students can help their schools win cash awards and national recognition 
through Annual WoodmenLife “America Is…250!” video contest

Students across the country 
have a chance to win cash 
awards and national rec-
ognition for their schools 
through WoodmenLife's 
"America Is… 250!" Video 
Contest. The contest is open 
now through October 7 and 
encourages students in grades 
K-12 to submit an original 
30- to 60-second video cele-
brating the 250th anniversary 
of our nation's independence 
and sharing what America 
means to them. Winners will 
be selected in two divisions, 
K-8 and 9-12, with a Grand 
Prize of $2,500, Second Place 
of $1,500, and Third Place of 
$1,000 awarded in each di-
vision. WoodmenLife, a 
champion of family, com-
munity, and country since 
1890, sponsors the contest 

each year. 
The public will be wel-

come to view and vote for 
their favorite entries on 
WoodmenLife’s Facebook 
page from October 14 
through October 21. Grand 
Prize winners will also re-
ceive a commemorative 
“America Is…” Video 
Contest award to be pre-
sented and displayed at their 
school. Winners will be an-
nounced October 27 on Face-
book. 

The WoodmenLife “Amer-
ica Is…” video contest cele-
brates the spirit of the red, 
white, and blue through the 
eyes of America’s youth, 
while offering students the 
chance to win cash prizes and 
national recognition for their 
schools. Last year’s contest 

drew 51 entries and more 
than 21,000 votes from sup-
porters nationwide.  

“Since the contest launched 
in 2017, WoodmenLife has  
proudly awarded $60,000 to 
participating schools,” said 
Robby Molony, Vice Pres-
ident, Fraternal, for Wood-
menLife. "As our nation 
marks its 250th anniversary, 
we're excited to invite stu-
dents to celebrate America's 
story through creative videos 
while competing for rec-
ognition and cash awards for 
their schools." 

WoodmenLife encourages 
educators, parents, and com-
munity leaders to spread the 
word and help students take 
part in this opportunity to ex-
press themselves, honor their 
country, and potentially win 

big for their school. For more 
information and to submit a 
video, go to gleam.io/LjFb7/ 
2026-america-is-250-video-
contest. 

For more than 135 years, 
WoodmenLife has been ded-
icated to helping hardwork-
ing Americans secure their 
family’s futures and leave a 
lasting legacy. As a leading 
provider of life insurance and 
retirement planning solutions 
with more than $11 billion in 
total assets, WoodmenLife is 
committed to providing fi-
nancial stability and peace of 
mind. Our commitment ex-
tends beyond financial pro-
ducts; we donate time, money 
and resources to help 
strengthen communities from 
the ground up.  

Studio C dance opens in Hancock
by Geoff Fox 

A new dance studio has 
opened in Hancock and the 
young lady who is running it 
just graduated this past May 
from Hancock High School. 

At just 18 years old, Chloe 
Wilson has opened Studio C 
at 53 West Main Street, next 
to Martha’s House, in Han-
cock. 

Wilson has been dancing 
for 12 years, after getting into 
cheerleading. 

She said she became 
friends with someone who 
was in dance which led her to 
wanting to try dance. 

“Ever since, I’ve loved it,” 
Wilson said. 

Throughout high school, 
Wilson said she was “all over 
the place” with what she 
wanted to do as a career. Her 
biggest thing was she wanted 
to be happy with what she 
wanted to do. 

Every time she looked at a 
career, Wilson said she’d like 
it, but not love it. 

When the dance studio she 
was attending closed, she de-
cided to open her own studio. 

“I love doing dance; it’s 
what I love to do,” she said. 

Over the summer, Wilson 
held a summer camp which 
she said went “really good” 
with students from ages 3 to 
11. 

Most of the kids from that 
camp registered last week for 
her regular classes. 

Wilson said the classes 

would be different as she 
would be teaching various 
styles of dance at her studio.  

From September through 
December, Wilson said 
classes would be focused on 
skills and technique as well 
as teaching the basics to those 
newer to dance. 

From January through 
April, Wilson said they’d be 
working on dances for their 
end of the year recital. 

Each age group, she said, 
would be meeting once a 
week. Those age groups 
range from 3 to 5 year old, 6 
to 8 year olds, 9 to 12 year 
olds, 13 to 18 year olds, and 
some adult classes as well. 

Wilson had 65 students 
sign up prior to the open 
houses. 

Wilson said she got in 
touch with Debbie Cohill 
who told her the space next to 
Martha’s House was open 
and available to be rented. 

She then met Jackie Daley, 
who owns the building. 

“As soon as I met her, she 
absolutely loved the idea of 
opening a dance studio, so 
she just let me have the 
space,” Wilson said. 

Wilson is teaching the 
dance classes in the evenings, 
and is attending college dur-
ing the day. 

She added she’d have 
about an hour in between her 
college classes and dance 
classes to breathe and do 
homework. 

Studio C held an open 
house this past weekend with 
Sunday being the final day 
for late registrations for the 
upcoming classes. 

Anyone interested in join-

ing Studio C for classes will 
have to wait for sign-ups, and 
can contact the studio by 
email at dancewithstudioc@ 
gmail.com. 

Just months after graduating from Hancock High School, 
and with a love of dance, 18-year-old Chloe Wilson recently 
opened Studio C at 53 West Main Street.  

Penn State Extension to offer 
free virtual walking program

Anyone interested in devel-
oping healthy habits and in-
creasing stamina can benefit 
from a free Penn State Exten-
sion virtual walking program 
called “Everybody Walk Ac-
ross Pennsylvania.” The 
statewide program will take 
place from September 14 
through November 9, 2026. 

The program is aimed at 
harnessing social support to 
achieve healthy lifestyle 
goals. Participants may walk 
individually or with family, 
friends, coworkers or even 
their dogs in teams of up to 
five. Each individual or team 
member will aim to walk or 
exercise an average of 10 
miles a week for eight weeks. 

Participants can walk at a 
time and place convenient for 
them, such as a park, neigh-
borhood, or yard. Weekly 
emails sent to participants 
will include motivators to 
keep walking and strategies 
for eating healthy. 

Organizers note that physi-
cal activity and healthy eating 
habits are critical to long-
term health.  

Moderate exercise such as 
walking reduces stress and 
fatigue and sharpens mental 
alertness. Exercise improves 
cardiovascular functioning 
and strengthens bones. Com-
bined with healthy eating, 
walking can help reduce or 
maintain body weight and de-
crease the incidence of sev-
eral chronic diseases. 

The program is not com-
petitive and is intended to 
help participants improve 
their own physical activity 
levels. 

Participation is free, but the 
deadline for registration is 
September 11. More infor-
mation is available on the 
Penn State Extension website 
at https://extension 
.psu.edu/everybody-walk- 
across-pa or call 1-877-345-
0691. 

 

How to get in the 
sports section 

 
Getting your team’s scores, team photos and 

schedules into The Hancock News is easy! 
Coaches and representatives of school teams, 
adult and youth leagues are encouraged to report 
their schedules and results in The Hancock 
News, and there are several ways to do it. 

--Bring information to the news office at 105 
West Main Street  (next to the arcade) during 
our regular business hours, or use the drop box 
next to the front door for after-hours submis-
sions. 

--Email information  and photos to the news 
desk at news@hancocknews.us. 

--Call The Hancock News at 301-678-6255. 
A deadline of Monday at noon is set for all reg-

ular submissions, Results from Monday night 
sporting events should be submitted by 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday to make it in that week’s newspaper. 

See you in the sports section!
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  PUBLIC NOTICES                                   

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83588 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF James Clepper 
Failor. 

Notice is given that Pamela Kay 
Porter, 4322 42nd St. NW, Washington, 
DC 20016-2152 was on August 5, 2026 
appointed Personal Representative of 
the estate of James Clepper Failor who 
died on May 21, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 5th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 5th day of 
February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Pamela Kay Porter 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

Jessica H. McConnell 
Jimeno & Gray, P.A. 

231 Najoles Rd. Ste 400 
Millersville, MD 21108-2682 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83755 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Robert George 
Lashway. 

Notice is given that Robert Brennen 
Lashway, 617 Hollywood Rd., Severna 
Park, MD 21146-3411 was on August 
11, 2026 appointed personal represen-
tative of the estate of Robert George 
Lashway who died on May 27, 2026 
without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 11th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 11th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Robert Brennen Lashway 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83758 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Mary Josephine 
Manspeaker. 

Notice is given that Amanda Marie 
Manspeaker, 11504 Twinebridge Ct., 
Hagerstown, MD 21742-8179 and Mat-
thew Wesley Manspeaker, 154 Canal 
Rd., Falling Waters, WV 25419-4804 
were on August 10, 2026 appointed 
Personal Representatives of the estate 
of Mary Josephine Manspeaker who 
died on July 25, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representatives or the at-
torney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tatives shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 10th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 10th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tives or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Amanda Marie Manspeaker 
Matthew Wesley Manspeaker 

Personal Representatives 
True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83721 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Sheri Lynne 
Custer. 

Notice is given that Danielle Renee 
Shank, 13617 Creek View Dr., Hager-
stown, MD 21740-1195 was on August 
3, 2026 appointed Personal Represen-
tative of the estate of Sheri Lynne 
Custer who died on June 27, 2026 with 
a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 3rd 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 3rd day of 
February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Danielle Renee Shank 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83735 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Diana Lisle 
Turner. 

Notice is given that Christine Dawn 
Turner, 110 Catawba Pl., Hagerstown, 
MD 21742-6518 was on August 11, 
2026 appointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Diana Lisle Turner 
who died on July 18, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 11th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 11th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Christine Dawn Turner 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83404 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Eileen Mary Beck. 

Notice is given that Richard Paul 
Heffner, 2019 Beacon Pl., Reston, VA 
20191-4843 was on August 03, 2026 
appointed Personal Representative of 
the estate of Eileen Mary Beck who 
died on March 28, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 3rd 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 3rd day of 
February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Richard Paul Heffner 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

Edward L. Kuczynski, ESQ. 
22 W. Salisbury Street 

Williamsport, MD 21795 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83787 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Donald L. Shives, 
Jr. 

Notice is given that Steven C. 
Shives, 10908 Clinton Ave., Hager-
stown, MD 21740-7703 and Daniel P. 
Shives, 12421 Big Spring Rd., Clear 
Spring, MD 21722-1706 were on Au-
gust 14, 2026 appointed personal rep-
resentatives of the estate of Donald L. 
Shives, Jr. who died on July 25, 2026 
with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representatives or the at-
torney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tatives shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 14th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 14th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tives or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Steven C. Shives 
Daniel P. Shives 

Personal Representatives 
True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-26-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83488 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF David Dwight 
Kline. 

Notice is given that Diane Ruth 
Kline, 17020 Bentwood Dr., Hager-
stown, MD 21740-1967 was on August 
17, 2026 appointed Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate of David Dwight 
Kline who died on March 30, 2026 with 
a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 17th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 17th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Diane Ruth Kline 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-26-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83795 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Margaret Ann 
Stottlemyer. 

Notice is given that Alice Ruth 
McCauley, 13703 National Pike, Clear 
Spring, MD 21722-1719 was on August 
19, 2026 appointed personal represen-
tative of the estate of Margaret Ann 
Stottlemyer who died on July 16, 2026 
without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 19th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 19th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Phyllis Ann Wilson 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-26-3th

Michael G. Day, ESQ. 
Michael G. Day & Associates, PC 

10715 Downsville Pike 
PO Box 889 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83794 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Guy Philip Mum-
mert. 

Notice is given that Nancy Mummert, 
11005 Big Pool Rd., Big Pool, MD 
21711-1205 was on August 18, 2026 
appointed personal representative of 
the estate of Guy Philip Mummert who 
died on June 2, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 18th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 18th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Nancy Mummert 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-26-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83761 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Roberta Lee 
Shirk. 

Notice is given that Robin Leann 
Sword, 13519 Chads Ter., Hagerstown, 
MD 21740-9119 was on August 17, 
2026 appointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Roberta Lee Shirk 
who died on August 1, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 17th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 17th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Robin Leann Sword 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-26-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83778 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Dorothy Eloise 
Phillips. 

Notice is given that Brenda Hollar, 2 
Della Ln., Boonsboro, MD 21713-1002 
was on August 17, 2026 appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the estate of 
Dorothy Eloise Phillips who died on July 
20, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 17th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 17th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Brenda Hollar 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-26-3th

Letters To The Editor over 400 words will not be published.

NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS 
Monthly Consignment Equipment Auctions 

Heavy Equipment •  Construction Equipment 
Farm Equipment • Tools • Vehicles • Work Trucks 

Trailers • Shipping Containers and More!  

Join Us For Our 
Monthly Online 
Consignment 

Equipment 
Auction 

Download Our Bidding 
App From Google Play or 

App Store: Mountain 
Momma Machinery 

Register & Bid Today!

301-707-6866 
7380 Valley Road • Berkeley Springs, WV 
www.mountainmommamachinery.com 
SCAN QR CODE FOR LINK TO CATALOG

  For Advertising & Printing 
Call 

The Hancock News 
301-678-6255

The Southern Fulton School District is 
ACCEPTING SEALED BIDS 

for a 
PORTABLE SWAMP COOLER 

MODEL NUMBER: APEX-H-11566 
The unit has a built-in water tank/water hose  

connection, durable polyethylene housing, variable 
speed control with digital display, 4 heavy-duty 
casters, 2 locking and a low water safety shut off. 

The bids will be accepted until Thursday, Sep-
tember 10, 2026 at 12:00 p.m. The board of school 
directors reserves the right to reject all or any parts of 
any bid. 

Send bids to: MaryAnn Johnson, Southern Fulton 
School District, 3072 Great Cove Road Suite 100, 
Warfordsburg, PA 17267. For questions please call 
717-294-2203 Ext. 101.

ARTICLES MAY  
BE EDITED   

  Articles submitted to The 
Hancock News may be ed-
ited for clarity, style and 
content and to conform to 
the newspaper's policies 
and protect against libel.

Early Deadline      
  All correspondents and  ad-
vertisers are reminded the 
deadline for submitting copy 
to this publication is Friday 
this week, due to the holiday.



 The Hancock News  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2026  9

  PUBLIC NOTICES                                   

IN THE ORPHANS’ COURT FOR 
(OR) 

BEFORE THE REGISTER  
OF WILLS FOR 

WASHINGTON COUNTY,  
MARYLAND 

IN THE ESTATE OF: 
Karl Kurt Kemp 

 
 Estate No: 83773 

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL PROBATE 
To all persons interested in the 

above estate: 
You are hereby notified that a 

petition has been filed by Michelle 
Simon, Esquire, 401 North Wash-
ington Street, Suite 445, Rockville, 
MD 20850 for judicial probate of 
the will and for the appointment of 
a personal representative. 

A hearing will be held at Wash-
ington County Orphans’ Court, 
100 W. Washington St., Ste. 3500, 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 on Oc-
tober 13, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. 

This hearing may be transferred 
or postponed to a subsequent 
time. Further information may be 
obtained by reviewing the estate 
file in the office of the Register of 
Wills. 

Lacy M. Flook, 
Register of Wills 

100 W. Washington St 
STE 3400 

Hagerstown, MD 21740-4896 
Phone: (301)-739-3612 

pd8-26-2th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83797 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Frances Cecelia 
Chandler. 

Notice is given that Phyllis Ann Wil-
son, 1111 Virginia Ave., Hagerstown, 
MD 21740-7229 was on August 19, 
2026 appointed personal representa-
tive of the estate of Frances Cecelia 
Chandler who died on July 20, 2026 
without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 19th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 19th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Phyllis Ann Wilson 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-26-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83726 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Linda Jane 
Carnes. 

Notice is given that Brenda Harne-
Herbert, 642 Duckwoods Ln., Martins-
burg, WV 25403-2617 was on August 
18, 2026 appointed Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate of Linda Jane 
Carnes who died on April 9, 2026 with 
a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 18th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 18th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Brenda Harne-Herbert 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-26-3th

IN THE ORPHANS’ COURT FOR 
(OR) 

BEFORE THE REGISTER  
OF WILLS FOR 

WASHINGTON COUNTY,  
MARYLAND 

IN THE ESTATE OF: 
Ty Chin 

 
 Estate No: 83775 

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL PROBATE 
To all persons interested in the 

above estate: 
You are hereby notified that a 

petition has been filed by Charles 
F. Gormly, ESQ., 10605 Concord 
Street, Suite 307, Kensington, MD 
20895 for judicial probate of the 
will and for the appointment of a 
personal representative. 

A hearing will be held at Wash-
ington County Orphans’ Court, 
100 W. Washington St., Ste. 3500, 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 on Oc-
tober 13, 2026 at 9:30 a.m. 

This hearing may be transferred 
or postponed to a subsequent 
time. Further information may be 
obtained by reviewing the estate 
file in the office of the Register of 
Wills. 

Lacy M. Flook, 
Register of Wills 

100 W. Washington St 
STE 3400 

Hagerstown, MD 21740-4896 
Phone: (301)-739-3612 

pd8-26-2th

IN THE ORPHANS’ COURT FOR 
(OR) 

BEFORE THE REGISTER  
OF WILLS FOR 

WASHINGTON COUNTY,  
MARYLAND 

IN THE ESTATE OF: 
John Wilson Dyer, Jr. 

 
 Estate No: 83771 

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL PROBATE 
To all persons interested in the 

above estate: 
You are hereby notified that a 

petition has been filed by Karen 
Frances Reed, 78 DeLawder Ln., 
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411-3790 
for judicial probate of the will and 
for the appointment of a personal 
representative. 

A hearing will be held at Wash-
ington County Orphans’ Court, 
100 W. Washington St., Ste. 3500, 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 on Oc-
tober 13, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

This hearing may be transferred 
or postponed to a subsequent 
time. Further information may be 
obtained by reviewing the estate 
file in the office of the Register of 
Wills. 

Lacy M. Flook, 
Register of Wills 

100 W. Washington St 
STE 3400 

Hagerstown, MD 21740-4896 
Phone: (301)-739-3612 

pd8-26-2th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83745 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Jesse James 
Reed. 

Notice is given that Laura Baker, 6 
Eisenhower Dr.,York, PA 17402-2607 
was on August 14, 2026 appointed Per-
sonal Representative of the estate of 
Jesse James Reed who died on July 
18, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 14th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 14th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Laura Baker 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-26-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83780 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Clara Sue Van-
derford. 

Notice is given that Thomas Vander-
ford, 13113 Kaiser Ridge Rd., Hager-
stown, MD 21740-1015 was on August 
13, 2026 appointed Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate of Clara Sue 
Vanderford who died on August 2, 2026 
with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 13th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 13th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Thomas Vanderford 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-26-3th

PUR-1762 
SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT 

HEALTHY FAMILIES  
HOME VISITING SERVICES 

 
On August 17, 2026, the Board of 

County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland awarded a sole 
source procurement for a one-year 
period of July 1, 2026, to June 30, 
2027, to Washington County Health 
Department in the amount of 
$244,274.50 for Healthy Families 
Home Visiting Services.  

 
This procurement is permitted under 

Section 1.106.2. (a)(1) of the Code of 
the Public Local Laws of Washington 
County, Maryland stating that a sole 
source procurement is permissible 
when (1) only one source exists that 
meets the County’s requirements. 

 
By Authority of: 

Brandi J. Kentner 
Director of Procurement 

9-2-1thn

CROSSWORD This Week’s Crossword Answers

Edward L. Kuczynski, ESQ. 
22 W. Salisbury Street 

Williamsport, MD 21795 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83788 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Allan Shay Green. 
Notice is given that Amy L. Green, 

17836 Lappans Rd., Fairplay, MD 
21733-1107 was on August 20, 2026 
appointed personal representative of 
the estate of Allan Shay Green who 
died on July 24, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 20th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 20th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Amy L. Green 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd9-2-3th

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83744 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF James Elza Ryan, 
Jr. 

Notice is given that Anna Marie 
Snyder, 17702 Spielman Rd., Fairplay, 
MD 21733-1023 and Jeffrey Wayne 
Ryan, 17714 Spielman Rd., Fairplay, 
MD 21733-1023 were on August 20, 
2026 appointed personal representa-
tives of the small estate of James Elza 
Ryan, Jr. who died on June 29, 2026 
without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representatives or the at-
torney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tives or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Anna Marie Snyder 
Jeffrey Wayne Ryan 

Personal Representatives 
True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd9-2-1thn

NOTICE OF SALE 
 

Adam D. Greivell, Esq.  
Substitute Trustee  
The Greivell Firm 
5 Cornell Avenue 

Hagerstown, MD 21742 
 
SUBSTITUTE TRUSTEE’S SALE 

OF IMPROVED REAL PROPERTY 
14321 McAFEE HILL ROAD  

CASCADE, MD 21719 
 
Under a power of sale contained in 

Purchase Money Deed of Trust from 
Johann Karl Messersmith and Angela 
Mills, dated June 2, 2017 and recorded 
in Liber 5516, folio 302, said Deed of 
Trust having subsequently been as-
signed to Marianna Parascandolo, by 
virtue of an Assignment recorded in 
Liber 7388, folio 126, among the Land 
Records of Washington Co., MD, de-
fault having occurred under the terms 
thereof and at the request of the parties 
secured thereby, the undersigned Sub-
stitute Trustee will offer for sale at pub-
lic auction at the Circuit Court for 
Washington Co., at the Court House 
Door, 95 W. Washington St., Hager-
stown, MD 21740, on September 22, 
2026 at 1:00 p.m. 

ALL THAT FEE - SIMPLE LOT OF 
GROUND AND THE IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON 

situated in Washington Co., MD 
more fully described in the aforesaid 
Deed of Trust. 

The property is improved by a dwell-
ing. The property will be sold in “as is” 
condition and subject to conditions, re-
strictions, easements, encumbrances 
and agreements of record affecting the 
subject property, if any, and with no 
warranty of any kind. 

Terms of Sale: A deposit in the form 
of cashier’s check or certified check, or 
in such other form as the Substitute 
Trustee may determine, at his sole dis-
cretion, for $5,000 at the time of sale. 
If the note-holder and/or servicer is the 
successful bidder, the deposit require-
ment is waived. Balance of the pur-
chase price is to be paid within fifteen 
(15) days of the final ratification of the 
sale by the Circuit Court for Washing-
ton Co., MD. Interest is to be paid on 
the unpaid purchase price at the rate of 
5% per annum from date of sale to the 
date the funds are received in the office 
of the  Substitute  Trustee,  if  the  prop-
erty is purchased  by  an  entity  other  
than  the Noteholder  and/or  servicer.  
If  payment  of  the  balance  does  not  
occur  within  fifteen  days  of  ratificat-
ion,  the  deposit  will  be  forfeited  and  
the  property  will  be  resold  at  the  
risk  and  cost  of  the  defaulting  Pur-
chaser.  There  will  be  no  abatement  
of interest  due  from  the  purchaser in  
the  event  settlement is  delayed  for  
any  reason.  Taxes,  ground  rent,  
water  rent  and  all  other  public 
charges and assessments payable on 
an  annual  basis, including  sanitary  
and/or  metropolitan district charges, 
and front foot  benefit  charges, if  ap-
plicable,  to  be  adjusted  for  the  cur-
rent  year  to  the  date  of  sale,  and  
assumed  thereafter  by  the  pur-
chaser.  Condominium  fees  and/or  
homeowners  association  dues, if  any,  
shall  be  assumed  by  the  purchaser  
from  the  date  of  sale.  The  pur-
chaser  shall  be  responsible  for  the  
payment  of  the  ground  rent  escrow, 
if  required.  Cost  of  all  documentary  
stamps,  Transfer  taxes  and  all  set-
tlement  charges  shall  be  borne  by  
the  purchaser.  If  the  Substitute  
Trustee is  unable  to  convey  good  
and  marketable  title,  the  Purchaser’s  
sole  remedy in law  or  equity  shall  be 
limited  to  the  refund  of  the  deposit  
to  the  purchaser. Upon  refund  of  the  
deposit,  the  sale  shall  be  void  and  
of  no  effect,  and  the  purchaser  shall  
have  no  further  claim  against  the  
Substitute  Trustee.  

 Purchaser  shall  be  responsible  
for  obtaining  physical  possession  of  
the  property.  The  purchaser  at  the  
foreclosure  sale  shall  assume  the  
risk  of loss  for  the  property immedi-
ately  after  the sale.  

 Adam D. Greivell, Esq.  
 Substitute Trustee  

 RONNIE R. ZIMMERMAN  
 AUCTIONEERING  
 14504 Reel Road  

 Hancock, MD 21750  
 301-331-6821 

 Property Address:  
 14321 McAfee Hill Road  

 Cascade, MD 21719  
 Tax ID No. 14-009922 

9-2-3thn  

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83799 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Timothy Wayne 
Benner. 

Notice is given that Janell Brooke 
Flores, 11009 Celeste Dr., Williams-
port, MD 21795-3039 was on August 
20, 2026 appointed personal represen-
tative of the small estate of Timothy 
Wayne Benner who died on December 
5, 2021 without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Janell Brooke Flores 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd9-2-1thn

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83782 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Bernard Alvin 
Keating. 

Notice is given that Tina Wolfens-
berger, 17820 Woodvale Ct., Hager-
stown, MD 21740-7855 was on August 
20, 2026 appointed personal represen-
tative of the small estate of Bernard 
Alvin Keating who died on January 3, 
2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Tina Wolfensberger 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd9-2-1thn

PUR-1813 
SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT 

SCHOOL BASED HEALTH 
CENTERS 

 
On April 28, 2026, the Board of 

County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland awarded a sole 
source procurement to Meritus Medical 
Center in the amount of $302,195 for a 
required Annual Program Audit for Op-
erating expenses of School-Based 
Health Centers operated at Western 
Heights Middle School and South Hag-
erstown High School for the period of 
July 1, 2026 to June 30, 2027.  

 
This procurement is permitted under 

Section 1.106.2. (a)(1) of the Code of 
the Public Local Laws of Washington 
County, Maryland stating that a sole 
source procurement is permissible 
when (1) only one source exists that 
meets the County’s requirements. 

By Authority of: 
Brandi J. Kentner 

Director of Procurement 
9-2-1thn

Early Deadline      
  All correspondents and  ad-
vertisers are reminded the 
deadline for submitting copy 
to this publication is Friday 
this week, due to the holiday.

  For Advertising & Printing 
Call 

The Hancock News 
301-678-6255
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Berkeley Springs photographer selected 
for international nature photo exhibition

Photographer Mark 
Schwenk of Berkeley Springs 
has had three of his photo-
graphs selected to be in-
cluded in the inaugural 
Nature Photography Compe-
tition & Exhibition this fall at 
Arcadian Gallery in Cumber-
land. 

“Mark Schwenk has an eye 
for conservation and forest 
restoration close to home,” 
said gallery director Chris-
topher Sloan in announcing 
the exhibition. 

Three of Schwenk’s photo-
graphs — “Carpet of the For-
est,” “Piney Grove,” and 
“Piney Grove Cypress” — 
including a forest-restoration 
image, are among 80 images 
selected for the fall exhibition 
from more than 800 entries 
worldwide.  

The entries were juried by 
National Geographic photog-
rapher and filmmaker Brian 
Skerry. 

Schwenk wasn't the only 
regional photographer se-
lected. Daniel Garrett of 
Rockville, Md., had four im-
ages accepted — more than 
any other regional entrant. 
Others chosen include Fred-
erick Doerfler of Sarver, Pa.; 
John Dubicki of Hanover, 
Pa.; Marta Fiscus of Cumber-
land, Md.; Paul Grecian of 
Millville, Pa.; Brandon Hirt 
of Ebensburg, Pa.; Shannon 
Murphy of Wolf Creek, 
W.Va.; Thomas Porett of 
Ardmore, Pa.; Craig Spiel-
man of Maple Glen, Pa.; Joe 
Allen of Harrison City, Pa.; 
and Peter West of Annapolis, 
Md. 

Christopher Sloan's goals 
for the show are to “bring 
world-class, conservation-
minded photography to 
Western Maryland” while 

giving regional photogra-
phers added exposure in the 
photography world. 

“Brian Skerry and I wanted 
to bring photography of the 
highest caliber — represent-
ing a wide range of subjects 
and photographers from 
around the world — to West-
ern Maryland and the Appa-
lachian region,” said Sloan. 
“I selected Brian not only be-
cause he's one of the world’s 
leading underwater photogra-
phers, but because he's a pas-
sionate ocean conservation 
advocate. We wanted to bring 
the story of ocean conserva-
tion to people who live far 
from the coast.” 

Schwenk's forest photo and 
Fiscus's pollinator image sug-
gest that message already has 
roots here, said Sloan.  

Skerry narrowed the field 
to 80 photographs by 48 pho-
tographers. The work spans 
wildlife, landscape, macro, 
botanical, aquatic, and con-
servation photography. The 
photographers include wild-
life biologists, physicians, 
veterinarians, and conserva-
tion advocates, alongside 
professional photographers. 
Some are internationally rec-
ognized. Others are showing 
nationally for the first time. 

“I was especially pleased to 
see local and regional pho-
tographers hold their own in 
such a competitive field,” 
Sloan said.  

The exhibition opens at the 
Arcadian Gallery, 47 Balti-
more Street in Cumberland, 
with an Opening Reception 
on Saturday, September 5, 
from 6 to 8 p.m. The exhi-
bition continues through No-
vember 14. 

For more information, go 
to www.arcadiangallery.com. 

 Mark Schwenk’s “Carpet of the Forest” is one of three of 
his photos chosen for an international exhibition. 

“Piney Grove Cypress” by Mark Schwenk.

Wild Harvest Workshop 
to be hosted Oct. 17 at 
Martha's House

On Saturday, October 17, 
regional nonprofit Wild Poto-
mac will be hosting its final 
event in the Connecting with 
Local Trees series they have 
been running throughout 
2026.  

They will be offering a 
workshop at Martha's House 
called the Wild Harvest 
Workshop.  

This will be a free gath-
ering where you can come 
and learn how to process and 
make foods from the nuts and 
fruits that our local trees pro-
duce in the fall. Attendees 
will be able to learn about 
what kinds of foods can be 
made from local trees, and 
there will be a chance to sam-
ple different tree foods at the 
event.  

You're welcome to take 
any fruits or nuts you have 
foraged or harvested this year 
if you'd like to share them 
with the group. Or just come 
as you are.  

All are welcome to attend, 
including kids who attend 
with a guardian. Come wea-
ring clothes that can get a lit-
tle dirty in case you decide to 
join in the cooking.  

Register for the event 
ahead of time at Eventbrite to 
ensure you get sent the de-
tails. Registration is available 
at https://www.eventbrite 
.com/e/wild-harvest-work-
shop-marthas-house-tickets-
1993481131728 

 
 

Waiting on your paper??? 
Maybe It’s Time To Renew
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The Hancock News  
105 West Main Street • Hancock, MD 21750 

Mail to: P.O. Box 567 • Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 

304-258-1800           www.thehancocknews.com

HOW TO CONTACT 
REPRESENTATIVES

M A R Y L A N D
Information about the Maryland General Assembly can be 

found at mgaleg.maryland.gov. 
The following lists representatives and how to contact them:

GOVERNOR WES MOORE (D) 
Address: 100 State Circle, Annapolis, MD 21401-1925 

Phone: 1-800-811-8336 
 

DELEGATE TERRY BAKER (R) 
Allegany & Washington Counties 

District 1C 
Office: 323 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Bladen Street, Annapolis, MD 21401 

Phone: 410-841-3321 
Toll Free in Maryland: 1-800-492-7122 Ext. 3321 

Email: terry.baker@house.state.md.us 
 

SENATOR MIKE MCKAY (R) 
Allegany, Garrett & Washington Counties 

District 1 
Local Office: 100 N. Mechanic St., Cumberland, MD 21502 

240-362-7040 
Annapolis Office: 416 James Senate Office Building 

11 Bladen Street, Annapolis, MD 21401 
410-841-3565 

Email: mike.mckay@senate.state.md.us 
 

CONGRESSWOMAN APRIL McCLAIN DELANEY (D) 
U.S. House of Representatives 

6th District 
1130 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 

Telephone: 202-225-2721 
 

U.S. SENATOR ANGELA D. ALSOBROOKS (D) 
B40E Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510 

Phone: 202-224-4524 
 

U.S. SENATOR CHRIS VAN HOLLEN (D) 
Address:  730 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510 

Phone: 202-224-4654 
Local Office:  32 W. Washington St., Suite 203, Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Phone: 301-797-2826

P E N N S Y L V A N I A
Both Houses of the Pennsylvania Assembly reconvene in 

January, and meet year-round, with intermittent breaks. 
Pennsylvania residents may call 1-717-787-2342 for infor-
mation about bills pending before either House. Or, residents 
may contact the representative at the district office in their 
area at the following locations:

GOVERNOR JOSH SHAPIRO (D) 
Address: 508 Main Capitol Building, Harrisburg, PA 
17120 Phone: 717-787-2500      Text: 717-788-8990 

Email: Governor@pa.gov 
 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOYCE (R) 
U.S. House of Representatives, 13th District 

2102 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: 202-225-2431      

 
REPRESENTATIVE JESSE TOPPER (R) 

Fulton County, District 78 
Bedford Office: 133 South Richard Street, Bedford, PA 
15522 Phone: 814-623-9097            Fax: 814-623-6633 

Email: jtopper@pahousegop.com 
Capitol Office: 423 Main Capitol Bldg., P.O. Box 202078, 

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2078  
Phone: 717-787-7076 

 
STATE SENATOR JUDY WARD (R) 

Fulton County, District 30 
Capitol Office:  Senate Box 203030 

362 Main Capitol, Harrisburg, PA 17120-3030 
Phone: 1-717-787-5490 

Local Office: 201 Lincoln Way West, Suite 102,  
McConnellsburg, PA 17233  

Phone: 717-485-3616

P R E S I D E N T
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP (R) 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC 20500 

Switchboard: 202-456-1414 
To send an email, go to: www.whitehouse.gov/contact

BOOKMARK THE HANCOCK NEWS  
WEB SITE:  www.thehancocknews.com
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Classified Ads

FOR SALE 
DOUBLE Roll 

Coupon Tickets $10.24 
for sale at The Morgan 
Messenger and The 
Hancock News offices.   
                      pd1/1- tfmh 

YARD sale signs now 
available at The Morgan 
Messenger and The 
Hancock News offices. 
Also many other signs 
including Posted, No 
Trespassing and No 
Hunting.            1/1- tfmh 

OFFICE SUPPLIES 
for sale at The Morgan 
Messenger office, 304-
258-1800.    pd1/1- tfmh 

MUMS are available 
at Fischer’s Greenhouse 
in Little Orleans, Md. 
1,000’s available. Phone 
301-478-2412.                
                         9/2- tfmh

ANIMALS 
LEONA’S Pet 

Grooming, Boarding 
and Bath. 304-258-
1268.                1/1- tfmh 

RENTALS 
M O U N T A I N T O P 

2BR/2BA house, great 
room, W/D, renovated, 
secluded, $1,700/month 
with S/D. Contact 703-
258-9619.       8/12- tfmh

SERVICES 
BEDDOW’S Septic 

Service, Inc. 304-258-
1527 or 304-671-1773.   
                          10/3- tfh 

YARD SALES 
C O M M U N I T Y 

Yard Sale at The 
Woods. Multiple Ven-
dors, Saturday, Septem-
ber 5th, 7:30 a.m. until 
11 a.m. 1630 The 
Woods Road, 
Hedgesville.                    
                           9/2-1mh 

Y A R D / G A R A G E 
Sale, 4 families, Sep-
tember 3,4,5, 8-2 p.m. 
2264 Valley Road, 
Berkeley Springs. Lots 
of autobody & mechanic 
tools, tow truck chains, 
hooks etc., fishing sup-
plies, motorcycle, 
drums, toys, Legos, 
household items, adult 
& children’s clothing. 
Too much to mention. It 
will be behind house by 
the garage. Not respon-
sible for accidents.          
                       pd9/2-1mh 

Classified Ads - 25 cents per word first week, 18 cents per word 
for the same ad in each issue thereafter. Minimum charge $1.00. An 
additional charge of a $1.00 for each ad not paid for when placed.

The Southern Fulton School District 
Is Seeking A 

FULL-TIME  
K-6 MUSIC, BAND & 
CHORUS TEACHER 

This is a full-time contracted teaching  
position with employment to begin in the 
2026-2027 school year. The candidate must 
possess strong instructional skills. Knowl-
edge of technology and positive classroom 
management skills are necessary. Appropri-
ate PDE certification is required. Applica-
tions will be accepted until the position is 
filled.  

Please submit a letter of interest, resume, 
standard PA teaching application, tran-
scripts, copy of teaching certificate, three 
letters of recommendation, copies of Act 34, 
Act 151, Act 114 and Act 168 clearances to: 

MaryAnn Johnson 
Southern Fulton School District 

3072 Great Cove Road, Suite 100 
Warfordsburg, PA 17267 

or majohnson@sfsd.school

METAL 
ROOFING 
Metal Shingles and 

Panels Installed 
ELI W. BYLER 

814-845-7584 
Insured

Humane Society of Morgan County  
NOW HIRING 

KENNEL CARE ATTENDANT 
(2 POSITIONS) 

Part-Time, Monday-Sunday, early mornings 
and evenings. $8.75-$11.75 per hour. Care for, 
feed and walk dogs; clean kennels and support 
shelter operations. 
Read the full job description, share 

availability, complete an online applica-
tion at:  
https://tinyurl.com/HSMCDogs

The Home Center

THE HOME CENTER’S
FURNITURE & APPLIANCE GALLERIES

283 West Main Street, Hancock, MD 

301-678-6188
Mon. & Fri. 8:30-7:00; Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sat. 8:30-5:00

La-Z-Boy Recliners
Lift Chairs

Bedroom Sets
GE Appliances

Living Room Suites and Sectionals
by: La-Z-Boy, Best, Lancer
Large In-Stock Selection

Ready for Immediate, FREE Delivery
Floor Covering

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

Providing Warmth and Comfort To
Our Community

Ask About our Propane Service, Fireplaces & Stoves
BLUE FLAME, INC.
1834 Valley Road ~ Berkeley Springs, WV

(304) 258-3495 ~ (301) 678-6712
www.bfpropane.com   Like Us on Facebook

  For Advertising & Printing 
Call 

The Hancock News 
301-678-6255

FALL EVENINGS WORD SEARCH

ACORN 
AMBER 
AUTUMN 
BONFIRE 
BREEZE 
CHILLY 

CIDER 
CINNAMON 
COZY 
CRISP 
EQUINOX 
FLANNEL 

FOLIAGE 
FROSTY 
GOLDEN 
HARVEST 
HAYRIDE 
LEAVES 

NUTMEG 
PUMPKIN 
SCARLET 
SWEATER 
TWILIGHT 
VIBRANT

December 31 -  January 6,  2024
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Try to put yourself in someone else’s 
shoes this week, Capricorn. When you’re 
so focused on your life you may miss 
how it affects others around you.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Start coming up with some new ideas to 
keep your brain busy. You might need to 
delve into a different career or a new 
hobby to challenge yourself.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, after some initial upheaval this 
week, your life starts to calm down a 
little. There may be one lingering issue 
that needs to get worked out, but you’ll 
handle it.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, someone you care about or 
admire could come under scrutiny this 
week. Whether it is deserved or not, this 
person will be in the hot seat and can 
use your support.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you could project an intensity 
this week that has other people running 
for cover. Consider adding a little sugar 
to your presentation. You’ll still get your 
point across. 

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, make an effort to gain greater 
control over your finances. Develop a 
budget and stick to it. Soon you’ll enjoy 
a new level of financial freedom.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 
Cancer, see what is going on with 
friends this week, as you are likely in 
the mood to have some fun. You’ll 
never know what’s on the agenda 
unless you ask. 

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you may run into a little 
interference with a project due to 
someone’s ego getting in the way. 
This person seemingly is not a team 
player and it could affect your plans. 

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Visualizing what you want is not a 
waste of time, Virgo. In fact, it can 
help you map out a plan of attack to 
accomplish your goals. Start making 
a to-do list.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, a personal relationship that 
was derailed will get back on track 
this week. After some conflicts, it 
finally seems like you’re both on the 
same page once more.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, do not let it get you down if 
you’re paired with someone on a 
project who is not your first choice. 
Focus on the task at hand and you 
may find you work well together.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Even if your life seems to be a 
mystery right now, you do not have 
to figure out all the answers right 
away. Take time to mull things over. 

December 14 - 20, 2025
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 
Newfound communication 
heightens the relationship you 
have with a romantic partner 
this week. Feelings and memo-
ries are shared willingly, and you 
may learn something new. 
 
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 
A number of interesting visitors 
may come to your home this 
week, Aquarius. At least one may 
present some fascinating facts 
on a subject that is new to you. 
Enjoy the interaction. 
 
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 
Pisces, expect some interesting 
new neighbors to move in 
shortly. A friend will likely intro-
duce you to these people, and a 
relationship could bloom. 
 
ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 
You have been looking for some 
new ways to make some extra 
money, and now might be the 
time to start putting your plan in 
motion. Good fortune awaits. 
 
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 
Passion is on your mind this 
week, Taurus. Get together with 
a spouse or romantic partner and 
enjoy an evening with just the 
two of you. Embrace this chance 
to let the sparks fly.  
 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 
A gift would be a wonderful sur-
prise for a loved one or friend 
this week. Perhaps there is 
something that this person has 
had an eye on for some time 
now? 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22  
A group activity may bring new 
information and people into 
your life, Cancer. You might 
meet people from  different 
backgrounds. Keep your eyes 
and ears open.  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 
Leo, you might be interested in 
expanding your horizons. You 
could think about attending a 
lecture or seeing a documen-
tary on a particular subject. The 
education will enlighten.   
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 
Virgo, a long-awaited phone 
call or text from a person who 
has been out of touch for some 
time could come through this 
week. This may reopen the 
lines of communication be-
tween you both.  
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 
Libra, if finances have been on 
your mind, now is a good time 
to read the financial pages or 
study the stock reports. You 
also may want to sit down with 
a financial planner.  
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 
Keep communication with 
business partners warm, open 
and honest. This will help you 
see your ideas come to fruition. 
It’s always easier to catch flies 
with honey than vinegar. 
 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 
Your tasks should go smoothly 
and quickly this week, particu-
larly any paperwork you may 
have. Others are willing to help 
out if you need it. 

September 6 - 12, 2026
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 
Capricorn, your solid footing may 
become a bit unstable this week. 
Don’t fret. In fact, infuse a bit of 
laughter and playfulness into 
things. 
 
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 
There is no excuse for laziness 
this week, Aquarius. Make sure 
you get out of bed each day and 
engage in something that gets 
your body and mind working. 
 
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 
It is time to take action, Pisces. 
See how far you can take all of 
the tasks that are on your to-do 
list. You may be surprised to find 
that you accomplish so much. 
 
ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 
It may feel like you’re coming out 
of the dark and into the light this 
week, Aries. A weight has been 
lifted, but there is still some 
emotional components to work 
out. 
 
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 
Taurus, have a look at the world 
around you this week instead of 
just moving forward with your 
nose to the grindstone. Enjoy a 
night out with friends and take 
an active role in the evening.  
 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 
Gemini, question what you hear 
this week, and do not take all of 
the information you receive at 
face value. You might need to 
read between the lines.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22  
This is a great week to go out 
and get things done, Cancer. 
Even if you feel a little indeci-
sive, don’t sweat the small de-
tails. You don’t have to make 
any great commitments.     
 
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 
Leo, action is the name of the 
game for you right now. You 
might notice a sudden burst of 
physical energy at some point, 
and that can be channeled into 
a walk or bike ride. 
 
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 
Take some of the knowledge 
you have picked up and 
processed over the past few 
weeks and spread it around, 
Virgo. It is time to put your 
communication skills to work. 
 
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 
Physical stamina is strong for 
you this week, Libra. Consider 
working out to release some of 
that pent-up energy. A sport or 
hobby can channel it as well. 
 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 
Take a break from the serious-
ness that has taken root lately. 
You’ll find that some upbeat 
conversations are the way to 
navigate the waters this week. 
 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 
The things you say to others 
will have a profound effect, 
Sagittarius. Be mindful of the 
words you choose. Enjoy a 
physical group activity. 

Helpful Hints
For Writing A
Classified Ad
SERVICES

Kind Of  Service
Experience
Special Equipment
Trained Personnel
Guarantee
Follow-up Service
Hours
Insured? Bonded?
Prices
Phone Number

Citizens Assisting & 
Sheltering the Abused 

(CASA)  
116 W. Baltimore St. 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 
301-739-8975
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Knights of Columbus to honor first responders, 
9/11 responders at special Mass

The Knights of Columbus Council 12191 
will be holding their second annual Blue Mass 
next Thursday, September 10, at 6 p.m. at St. 
Vincent de Paul Catholic Church in Berkeley 
Springs. 

The Blue Mass will be honoring, recogniz-
ing, and praying for first responders from 
Morgan County, Washington County (Han-
cock), and Fulton County (Needmore), as 
well as honoring and remembering those first 
responders from September 11. 

First responders will be doing readings and 
taking parts in other parts of the Mass. 

They will include members of law enforce-
ment, fire, EMS and 911 services. 

There will be a moment of silence for those 
local first responders who have passed on, as 
well for those first responders killed on Sep-
tember 11 in the World Trade Center and Pen-
tagon, followed by a bell ringing and “Taps.” 

At the end of the Mass, a special blessing 
will be given to the first responders. 

Everyone is welcome to attend the Mass, no 
matter your faith, and a small reception will 
be held after the Mass. 

Retired or inactive firefighter, police of-
ficer, or EMS are more than welcome to at-
tend and be seated with their respective group. 

If your department received an invitation 
letter and you haven’t responded to the invite, 
the Knights ask that you contact the church 
office as soon as possible at 304-258-1311 or 
parishoffice@stvindepaulwv.com to specify 
if you will have some members in attendance. 

 

The Knights of Columbus Council 12191 
will be holding a Blue Mass on Thursday, 
September 10, at 6 p.m. at St. Vincent de Paul 
Catholic Church in Berkeley Springs. A table 
from last year’s Blue Mass displays the hats 
from the Hancock Police Department and 
Morgan County Sheriff’s Office, along with a 
statue of St. Michael the Archangel. 

Attorneys General announce Meta settlement & 
new child safety reforms for social media

A landmark $17.1 billion 
multistate settlement with 
Meta Platforms, Inc.— con-
sidered to be the largest state 
consumer protection settle-
ment in history outside the 
Big Tobacco settlements of 
the 1990s – has been an-
nounced by state attorneys 
general, who joined in a law-
suit about dangers to youth 
on social media platforms.  

On top of payments, Meta 
must put new safety features 
in place to reduce the time 
children can spend on Insta-
gram and Facebook, and how 
they can access and use the 
platforms.  

“The agreement, subject to 
court approval, resolves 
claims by 47 States and D.C., 
Puerto Rico, American 
Samoa, and the Northern Ma-
riana Islands that the com-
pany designed Instagram 
with addictive features, 
knowingly exposed young 
users to serious mental 
harms, and intentionally 
misled the public about the 
safety of its platforms, among 
other things,” said a press re-
lease from West Virginia At-
torney General JB 
McCuskey. 

"Meta knew the dangers it 
was exposing our children to, 
all while assuring parents its 
platforms were safe. That be-
trayal of trust demanded ac-
countability, and today we've 
delivered it. This settlement 
isn't just about the historic 
payout; it's about the real 
changes Meta has now 
pledged to make to protect 
our kids online. I'm proud of 
the bipartisan work of attor-
neys general across the coun-
try who put children ahead of 
politics to make this happen. 
As the father of two young 
daughters, this fight -- for our 
kids and their parents' peace 
of mind -- is personal. As 

long as companies continue 
to target our kids as cus-
tomers, we will fight to en-
sure their products are safe 
and secure," McCuskey said. 

Under the settlement, Meta 
must make changes to their 
safety features on Instagram 
and Facebook, to include: 

—Hard cap daily time 
limits and “Productive 
Pauses” for children: for its 
two platforms, Instagram and 
Facebook, a combined two-
hour daily time limit with 
mandatory pauses after 15 
minutes of continuous use 
and again at 60 and 90 mi-
nutes to interrupt endless 
scrolling. These limits remain 
in effect for five years. If 
Snapchat, TikTok, and You-
Tube adopt comparable 
terms, the daily limit on each 
platform will drop to 60 mi-
nutes for 10 years. 

—“Nighttime blocks” re-
stricting children’s access 
from 12 a.m. to 6 a.m. 

—Limited school-time ac-
cess for children, eliminating 
push notifications on week-
days from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
during the school year. 

—Robust age assurance 
measures to more effectively 
verify the age of young users. 

—Safer, age-appropriate 
content controls, including 
stronger safeguards against 
bullying, content promoting 
eating disorders, and content 
related to suicide and self-
harm. 

—Stronger, more user-
friendly parental controls. 

—Limits on social compar-
ison features, including 
beauty filters and visible 
“like” counts, that have been 
linked to poor mental health 
outcomes in kids and teens. 

According to attorneys, the 
implementation of these 
changes will be “regularly as-
sessed by an independent au-
ditor and the settling states.” 

Beginning in 2021, nearly 
every attorney general in the 
country cooperated to inves-
tigate the social media indus-
try for designing and 
promoting platforms to chil-
dren and teens despite known 
harms.  

“After a bipartisan, nation-
wide investigation found that 
Meta designed Instagram’s 
features to addict children 
while internally documenting 
the resulting mental health 
harms and failing to warn 
parents, attorneys general ac-
ross the country sued Meta 
individually or as part of a 
consolidated federal lawsuit. 
This settlement resolves 
those cases and claims by the 
other settling states and terri-
tories,” said attorneys gen-
eral. 

The settlement also re-
solves the states’ claims 
against Meta for its sharing of 
nonpublic information about 
Facebook users with third 
parties, like Cambridge Ana-
lytica, leading up to the 2016 
election. 

The attorneys general of 
West Virginia, Alabama, 
Alaska, American Samoa, 
Arizona, Arkansas, Califor-
nia, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, District of Colum-
bia, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kan-
sas, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachu-
setts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Missouri, Mon-
tana, Nebraska, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, North Carolina, North 
Dakota, Northern Mariana Is-
lands, Ohio, Oklahoma, Ore-
gon, Pennsylvania, Puerto 
Rico, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Ten-
nessee, Utah, Vermont, Vir-
ginia, Washington, 
Wisconsin and Wyoming 
joined the settlement. 

 

—MAN JOKED: My boss 
gave a great 10-minute 
speech yesterday in front of 
the whole company. The only 
problem was it took him an 
hour to deliver it. 

—Next Monday, Sep-
tember 7, is Labor Day. Ex-
pect federal, state and local 
government offices and 
schools to be closed.  

—PLANT LOVERS: 
Time to begin a cycle of 14 
hours of darkness for poinset-
tias to get them to put on 
color for the holiday season. 

—It’s migration time for 
the Monarch butterfly, in 
case you spot some on their 
way.  

—Charitable contributions 
of food and money to help 
needy local people can be 
sent to the Interfaith Service 
Coalition, 116 West High 
Street, Hancock, MD 21750.  

—Tell our advertisers you 
read about them in The  
Hancock News. 

 
 
 

People Told Us...

Yard Square quilts to be auctioned 
for charity Saturday

The Delectable Mountain 
Quilt Guild of Berkeley 
Springs will be holding their 
21st Annual Yard Square 
Quilt Auction on Saturday, 
September 5 at 2 p.m. at the 
Star Theatre in Berkeley 
Springs. This annual event 
has raised over $118,000 for 
community charities through 
the creation and sale of 1,045 
quilts. This year the proceeds 
will benefit the Senior Life 
Services of Morgan County.  

The 2026 auction will in-
clude 54 unique 36” x 36” 
yard square quilts (wall hang-
ings) that showcase many 
quilting styles and techniques 

from traditional to modern in 
the quilting arts tradition. The 
quilts are on display at area 
businesses until the auction.

One of 54 yard square 
quilts made for the annual 
auction. 

ARTICLES MAY  
BE EDITED   

  Articles submitted to The 
Hancock News may be ed-
ited for clarity, style and 
content and to conform to 
the newspaper's policies 
and protect against libel.

Early Deadline
For Sept.  Issue

The Hancock News will be closed Monday,
September  in observance of Labor Day.

In order to meet the deadline, we must ask that
news items and advertisements for the September
 issue be in by noon Friday, September .
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