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at a Glance

Deadline Notice
All correspondents and   
advertisers are reminded 
the deadline for submit-
ting copy to this publica-
tion is Monday each 
week at noon.

Wed. 
8/19 
Sunny with calm west winds around 
5 mph and a high around 84.

84/66

Thurs. 
8/20 
80% chance of showers and possible 
thunderstorms. Calm winds.

79/62

Fri. 
8/21 
40% chance of showers and possible 
thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy.

77/64

Sat. 
8/22 
60% chance of showers and possible 
thunderstorms after 2 p.m.

78/63

Sun. 
8/23 
20% slight chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Mostly sunny.

78/60

Hedgesville man arrested 
for Garrett County fire

by Geoff Fox 
A Hedgesville man is fac-

ing felony charges after an 
investigation of a July fire in 
Oakland, Maryland. 

According to the Mary-
land State Fire Marshal, 
Chad Edward Care, 43, of 
Hedgesville, is facing first- 
and second-degree arson 
charges and two counts of 
first-degree malicious burn-
ing. All are felonies. 

Deputy State Fire Mar-
shals from the Western Re-
gion Office served a 
criminal summons on Care 
last Thursday morning, Au-
gust 13, at Deep Creek Lake 
in Garret County. 

On July 30, just before 5 
a.m., Deputy State Fire Mar-
shals and accelerant-detec-
tion K-9 Quinn responded to 
investigate a fire near Dob-
bin Road in Oakland. 

Fire officials said the in-

vestigators determined the 
fire was intentionally set by 
one of the property owners 
following a family dispute. 

A greenhouse and two 
camper trailers were de-
stroyed in the fire with an 
estimated loss of $40,000. 

The Gorman Fire Depart-
ment responded and extin-
guished the flames, fire 
officials said, with the Gar-
rett County Sheriff’s Office 
assisting with the investiga-
tion. 

No injuries were reported, 
fire officials said. 

A Hedgesville man was arrested and charged in connec-
tion with a fire in Oakland, Md., on July 30 that caused an 
estimated $40,000 in damages to a greenhouse and two 
camper trailers.  

photo by the Maryland State Fire Marshal’s Office

Town continues pressure on owners of  
blighted properties to advance repairs or demo

by Geoff Fox 
Hancock town attorney 

Ed Kuczynski and Town 
Manager Mike Faith re-
cently held a conference 
with Kenneth Apple and 
Jordan Butts in District 
Court regarding the con-
ditions of their dilapidated 
properties on Main Street 
and High Street in Hancock. 
Both property owners have 
been notified that they must 
either fix or tear down the 
buildings because of their 
condition. 

Kuczynski told town offi-
cials last week that Butts has 
said he will start to clean up 
his High Street property im-
mediately. Butts sent both 
Faith and Kuczynski pic-
tures of a full dumpster at 
the property. 

“Apparently he started 
doing that,” Kuczynski  
said. 

Butts had been cited for 
unsafe structure and junk 
and debris in the yard, Faith 
added. 

Butts agreed to provide 
plans from a structural engi-
neer within 60 days that can 
be utilized to rebuild the 
structure. 

Kuczynski said Butts also 
claims he wants to repair 

and rehabilitate the property 
to use as a rental. 

If he continues to move 
forward in repairs, the town 
would continue the case. If 
he fails to comply, citations 
will be issued again. 

“In these types of cases, 
it’s generally more produc-
tive than if you just go ahead 
to trial,” Kuczynski said. “If 
you go to trial, court would 
have found that they vio-
lated the ordinance.” 

Kuczynski said Greg Car-
trette, who is the county’s 
Director of Permits and In-
spections, is ready to help 
with any testimony and any 
information about code vio-
lations needed. 

The attorney said the 
court would probably also 
issue fines around $1,000 
and issued an order of abate-
ment. 

“We still have those 
remedies available, so if 
there’s noncompliance on 
what they’ve agreed to do, 
or what he’s agreed to do, 
then we’ll bring it back for a 
final adjudication and at that 
point, there’ll be a formal 
order of abatement and 
we’ll take it from there,” 
Kuczynski said. 

Kuczynski said there was 

a similar discussion with 
Apple. 

Apple indicated he had 
presented a report from a 
structural engineer a few 

years ago that addressed the 
problem. 

Kuczynski said Apple had 
interpreted the most recent 
letter the town sent that the 

town would demolish the 
building. 

 
see BLIGHTED PROPERTY 

page 12 

This High Street building is still the subject of negotiations between the town and owner 
on repairs or demolition.                                                                               photo by Geoff Fox 

Flock cameras in Hancock don’t work,  
officials working to have them removed 

by Geoff Fox 
A major concern across 

the country within the last 
few months has been the in-
creasing awareness of the 
number of towns having put 
up Flock cameras that pub-
licly track traffic move-
ments. The public has 
expressed growing outrage 
over the data the cameras 
collect about private citizen 
movements across the coun-
try. 

In June of 2025, Hancock 
town officials approved hav-
ing Flock cameras installed 
at various points throughout 
town to aid in police inves-
tigations with the hopes 
they’d communicate be-
tween similar cameras in 
Hagerstown. 

However, in November 
2025 – just a few months 
later -- town officials voted 
to remove the cameras due 
to their inability to share in-
formation with other mu-
nicipalities. 

The cameras didn’t cost 
the town any money as it 
was only a trial period. 

One camera remains in 
Hancock at the intersection 
of Pennsylvania Avenue and 
Main Street. 

Sgt. Shawn Faith said for 
crime prevention reasons, he 
wanted to get the cameras 
out of town as soon as pos-
sible. 

“In the nation they’re 
being attacked and torn up,” 
he said, noting that Boons-
boro’s cameras just got hit 
“pretty heavily.” 

News reports indicate that 
some private citizens, op-
posed to the public surveil-
lance cameras, have shot 
them, broken them or re-
moved them from public lo-
cations. 

Councilman Josh 

McCusker made it clear the 
town does not have an active 
contract with Flock but the 
cameras are here. Sgt. Faith 
added they do not work. 

Councilman David Kerns 
said it doesn’t give anyone 
the right to tear them down. 

The pole the camera is sit-
ting on belongs to the town, 
Town Manager Mike Faith 
said. 

Sgt. Faith said police try 
to prevent crime before it 
happens, so “I’m trying to 
get them out of here.” 

Town Manager Faith said 
Flock is to be in town to re-
move the cameras in the 
next couple of weeks, but if 
they’re not down by the end 
of August, town crews 

should take them down and 
put them in the Public 
Works building and tell 
Flock to come get them. 
Axon body cameras com-

ing 
The Hancock Police De-

partment’s Axon body and 
police cruiser cameras will 
be active beginning Sep-
tember 1, which is when the 
actual contract starts, Sgt. 
Faith said. 

Axon will have people in 
Hancock setting up the cam-
eras for officers on Sep-
tember 1 and 2, starting with 
the cameras in the police ve-
hicles. 

Sgt. Faith said they could 
have the work done in one 
day. 

Hancock has one Flock camera installed but not working 
downtown. Officials have been making efforts to have it re-
moved for months. 

photo by Geoff Fox
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Saturday, August 22 
– Hancock Museum  

open 9-11:30 a.m.,  
basement of Town Hall 

 
Sunday, Sunday 23 

– Hancock Museum  
open 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.,  
basement of Town Hall 

 
Wednesday, August 19 

– Free bingo and food,  
Hancock Senior Center, 
1 p.m., age 60 plus 

 
Friday, August 21 

– Open Mic, Hancock  
Community Center,  
5-8 p.m. 

 
Tuesday, August 25 

– Hancock Rotary Club  
meeting, Hancock  
American Legion,  
12:30 p.m. 

Is Your Group or  
Organization Back To 

Having A Regular 
Meeting Schedule? 

To Be Included  
on the Calendar, 

Call 301-678-6255 or  
email news@hancock.us

The Hancock News
HOURS

Monday & Wednesday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Closed Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
Convenient Drop Box On Site

301-678-6255                      304-258-1800
news@hancocknews.us
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news@morganmessenger.com
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Dear EarthTalk:  
What’s the backstory on the so-called “Warming 

Stripes” visual display of climate change?
—H.L., via email 

In the past decade, warming stripes have become increas-
ingly well-known data visualization graphics representing ab-
normalities of annual, monthly or historical temperatures for 
a given location. The vertical or occasionally horizontal stripes 
each represent a month or a year, and the color signifies the 
direction of deviation of the temperature from the average, 
with blue as cooler and red as warmer. The color’s darkness 
shows the size of deviation of the actual temperature from the 
baseline average. Much of the warming stripes' popularity is 
due to their easy-to-understand yet enticing appearance. 

The story of warming stripes began in 2017 when Professor 
Ellie Highwood of the University of Reading crocheted and 
posted her global warming blanket on Twitter. Each row rep-
resented the average temperature change from a baseline aver-
age. The stripes contained many more colors, including pink, 
green, and yellow, than the current model. A year later, High-
wood’s coworker Ed Hawkins narrowed down the colors to 
mostly blue and red to simplify the model. Hawkins later 
tested his model at the Hay Festival in the U.K. and received 
widespread support, prompting him to launch a website in 
2019. 

When the website first launched, there were over a million 
downloads within the first week, allowing ordinary people to 
participate in the climate action campaign. Co-founder of Cy-
cling for Climate, an organization using cycling to raise 
awareness of climate change, Joost Brinkman said, “It's an 
easy conversation starter, and people are always shocked 
when they understand the story." The company has since 
adopted the stripes as their uniform pattern. Additionally, re-
nowned climate activist Greta Thunberg used the stripes as 
the cover of her work, The Climate Book. Some issues of The 
Economist also feature warming stripes as the front page. 
Warming stripes were also displayed at the Reading & Leeds 
music festival in 2021. 

The popularity of the warming stripes culminated in the 
celebration of Show Your Stripes Day, an annual observance 
around the 21st of June that encourages people to post their 
region’s stripes across various social media platforms. It raises 
awareness of climate changes and encourages people to take 
action, whether on a large-scale or a small community level. 
Readers can participate in the warming stripes movement by 
posting our region’s stripes on Show Your Stripes Day each 
year. At the same time, we can engage with other people’s 
posts to start conversations, capture more attention, and en-
courage friends and family to participate as well. 

EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for 
the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See more at https://emaga-
zine.com. Send questions to: question@earth talk.org. 

 

 Questions & 
Answers 

About Our 
Environment

ACROSS 
  1. Microgram 
  4. Fixed charge 
  7. Each 
  8. Feeling of humiliation 
 10. Coat with sticky sub-

stance 
 12. Powerful “Severance” 

family 
 13. Japanese city 
 14. “Pulp Fiction” actress 

Thurman 
 16. Hat 
 17. Place where rockers 

work 
 19. Psyche 
 20. Snakelike fishes 
 21. Where people live 
 25. Body part 
 26. Old towel 
 27. One’s essential being 
 29. Japanese alcoholic bev-

erage 
 30. Boxing’s GOAT 
 31. Wet muddy ground 
 32. Christian Laettner is 

one 
 39. A place to store lawn 

tools 
 41. Large tub for liquid 
 42. Old World lizard 
 43. One-time European 

member group 
 44. Healing student 
 45. Nuclear weapon 
 46. “Kiss of the Spider 

Woman” actress Sonia 
 48. Silk garment 
 49. About some Norse 

poems 
 50. Woman religious com-

munity member 
 51. Congressman (abbr.) 
 52. Two-year-old sheep 
  

DOWN 
  1. An insane person 
  2. “Homeland” actress 

Danes 
  3. Buttock muscles 
  4. US federal agency 
  5. Birds of prey 
  6. Electronic communica-

tion 
  8. Ocean 
  9. Terminates 
 11. Low-pitched sound 

from a bell 
 14. Exclamation: yuck! 
 15. A place to attach a boat 
 18. Exclamation of surprise 
 19. Make a mistake 
 20. Border line 
 22. Have religious faith 
 23. Klutz 
 24. Large tree 
 27. House of __ rulers 
 28. Red deer 
 29. Small coin (French) 
 31. Popular sandwich 
 32. 10-year period 
 33. Not good 
 34. Government lawyer 
 35. Egypt’s intelligence 

agency 
 36. Without an occupant or 

incumbent 
 37. Stain with one’s hands 
 38. Crippling 
 39. One point east of south-

east 
 40. Large, united groups 
 44. __ and cheese 
 47. Alcoholic beverage

CROSSWORD

Letters To The Editor over 400 words will not be published.

Got Some Local News?
Contact 

The Hancock News
301-678-6255

Email: 
news@hancocknews.us
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Hancock Police report 
the following arrests and 
incidents from the week of 
August 10-16: 

August 10 
Check well-being,  

Hancock area. Unable to lo-
cate subjects. 

Disorderly conduct, 100 
block West Main Street. Re-
port to follow. 

911 hang-up, first block 
West High Street. Medical. 

Service to advise, 100 
block West High Street. Sub-
ject advised. 

Traffic enforcement,  
Hancock area. One stop. 

Harassment, 200 block 
Myers Street. Subjects ad-
vised. 

August 11 
Alarm, 300 block Penn-

sylvania Avenue. Accidental. 
Parking complaint, East 

High Street. Owner notified. 
Assisted EMS, West Main 

Street. Subject transported. 
Service to advise, 100 

block West High Street. Sub-
ject advised. 

Service to advise, Hancock 
area. Subject advised. 

Suspicious vehicle, 200 
block Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Vehicle checked. 

August 12 
Assisted EMS, 200 block 

Fulton Street. Subjects gone 
on arrival. 

Service to advise, 100 
block West High Street. Sub-
ject advised. 

Warrant attempt, 100 block 
Fulton Street. Unable to lo-
cate subject. 

911 hang-up, 100 block 
Limestone Road. Accidental. 

Service to advise, 200 
block Myers Street. All sub-
jects advised. 

Check well-being, first 
block Parrell Street. Subject 
checked okay. 

Service to advise, first 
block Fleming Court. Subject 
advised. 

Traffic enforcement,  
Hancock area. One stop. 

Disorderly conduct, 200 
block Myers Street. All sub-
jects advised. 

August 13 
911 hang-up, 200 block 

Maryland Avenue. Un-
founded. 

Service to advise, 100 
block West High Street. Sub-
ject advised. 

Service to advise, 200 
block Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Subject advised. 

Malicious destruction of 
property, 100 block Quaker 
Creek Drive. Information 
taken. 

Parking complaint, Resley 
Street. Owner advised. 

Traffic enforcement,  
Hancock area. Two stops. 

Service to advise, Hancock 
area. Subject advised. 

Domestic, 200 block 
Myers Steet. Verbal, all 
parties advised. 

August 14 
911 hang-up, first block 

Washington Street. Un-
founded. 

Undesirable, 100 block 
West Main Street. Unable to 
locate subject/gone on arri-
val. 

Parking complaint, Church 
Street. Owner notified. 

911 hang-up, 200 block 
Park Road. Accidental. 

Assisted EMS, 200 block 
Myers Street. Overdose, sub-
jects transported. 

August 15 
Assisted Hagerstown Po-

lice Department, 200 block 
Myers Street. Unable to lo-
cate subjects. 

Traffic complaint, 100 
block West Main Street. Un-
able to locate issue. 

August 16 
Disabled vehicle, 100 

block West Main Street. Ve-
hicle out of gas. 

Hancock 
Police Report 

301-678-5633

SOUTH 
MORGAN VFD 
10166 Winchester Grade Road 
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 

BINGO 
Sat., Aug. 22 
Payouts Now Starting  
at $40 Regular Games  
& $60 Special Games 

MORE PEOPLE THE  
HIGHER THE PAYOUTS 

Early Birds at 6:45 p.m. 
Regular Play at 7:00 p.m. 

PROGRESSIVE NUMBER 
$1,500 JACKPOT 

Doors Open at 5:30 p.m. 
Refreshments Available 

INFO: 304-258-1319 

Carroll officially HPD officer

Before town officials got into the August town meeting, Mayor Roland Lanehart, Jr. swore 
in Stephen Carroll as the newest officer for the Hancock Police Department.

Open mic
Hancock Community 

Center, located at 126 W. 
High Street, Hancock will 
have an Open Mic on Friday, 
August 21, 5-8 p.m. Join in 
with your music or stories 
and just listen. 

A free community service 
activity for the tri-state area.  
Sponsored by the Hancock 
Lioness Lions Club. Every-
one is welcome.

Free acoustic jam 
BlackCat Music Cooper-

ative’s monthly acoustic jam 
Friday, August 21 at 5:30 
p.m. 

Mike Kligerman of the 
Tri-State Ukeclectic Orches-
tra will host this free get-to-
gether. Take acoustic 
instruments and voices. 

All ages are welcome. 
BlackCat Music is located at 
155 Independence Street, 
Berkeley Springs. 

For more information call 
304-500-2696.

Police still looking for suspect in theft
by Geoff Fox 

Hancock Police are looking for the 
suspect in a theft incident at Smoker’s 
World in Hancock.  

According to Sgt. Shawn Faith, the 
suspect came in the store around 8:40 

p.m. on Sunday evening, August 9, and 
again on Monday afternoon, August 10, 
around 1:30 p.m. 

In a picture on social media, the male 
subject is wearing what appears to be a 
blue hat, a dark blue puffer jacket, and 

black pants. He sports a goatee on his 
face. 

The police are asking the public’s help 
in identifying the person and if anyone 
has any information, contact Sgt. Faith 
at 800-792-8501 ext. 5.

LEFT: Hancock Police are 
asking the public’s help in 
identifying this man in con-
nection with an investigation 
into a theft at Smoker’s 
World. 

The suspect’s vehicle on security camera.  
photos courtesy Hancock Police Department

Deadline Notice   
  All correspondents and  
advertisers are reminded 
the deadline for submit-
ting copy to this publica-
tion is Monday each 
week at noon.

ARTICLES MAY  
BE EDITED   

  Articles submitted to The 
Hancock News may be ed-
ited for clarity, style and 
content and to conform to 
the newspaper's policies 
and protect against libel.

Woodmont Lodge to host Open House Sept. 13
The Historic Woodmont 

Lodge west of Hancock will 
hold its annual Open House 
on Sunday, September 13 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  

Located at 11761 Wood-
mont Road, the lodge is an 
historically important hunting 
club and property that has 
welcomed well-known fig-
ures throughout its opera-
tions. 

The lodge and lands sur-
rounding are overseen now 
by the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources, Mary-
land Park Service in conjunc-

tion with the Izaak Walton 
League. 

Visitors will have an op-
portunity to talk with 
members of the Izaak Walton 
League and the Maryland 
DNR about the history of the 
lodge, its importance and the 
early days of conservation in 
Maryland. 

Signs for the event will be 
placed on Woodmont Road, 
which is Exit 77 off of I-68. 
For questions, call Fort Fred-
erick State Park at 301-842-
2155.

Woodmont Lodge
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St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, five miles west of 
Hancock on Resley Road, 301-
678-7180 - Adult Bible and 
Sunday school classes for all 
ages, 8:45 a.m., worship service 
10 a.m. Pastor W. Kenneth Stot-
tlemyer. 

Long Hollow Church, 
12722 Long Hollow Road - 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., morn-
ing worship 10:30 a.m.  

Hancock Assembly of God, 
431 North Pennsylvania Ave-
nue, 301-678-5313 - Sunday 
school 10 a.m., worship service 
and kid’s church 11 a.m. Even-
ing service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
activities 7 p.m. Ladies’ quilting 
every Tuesday at 10 a.m.  

Stone Bridge Church of the 
Brethren, 14904 Orchard 
Ridge Road, Hancock, 301-582-
4135 - Sunday school 9:30 a.m., 
worship 10:35 a.m. Rev. Harry 
E. Strite. 

Victory Chapel, 116 W. 
Main Street - Sunday school 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening 7 p.m. Rev. 
Bob Ardinger. 

Saint Thomas’ Episcopal 
Church, Church and High 
Streets, Hancock, 301-678-6569 
- Sundays 7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
Sunday School for children & 
adults 10 a.m. Alcoholics 
Anonymous in lower parish 
hall.  

The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 200 
Douglas Street, Hancock - Sac-
rament meeting 10 a.m. Sunday 
school 11 a.m. Bishop Eric Ex-
line.. 

Hancock Grace Church of 
the Nazarene, 304-258-4412 - 
Sunday school 11 a.m., Sunday 
morning worship 9:45 a.m. Sun-
day evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday prayer meeting 7 
p.m. Pastor Rodney Truax 304-
676-3306. 

 
 
 

Buck Valley Zion  
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
- Services will be held on the 
third Sunday of each month at 7 
p.m. until December. Rev. 
McCarty. 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 
16 E. High Street, Hancock, 
301-678-6339 - Weekend Mass 
schedule:  Sunday morning: 
7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Weekday 
Mass schedule: Monday, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday-Saturday, 
7:30 a.m. Mission Church-St. 
Patrick’s, Little Orleans: Sat-
urday Vigil Mass at 5 p.m. Rev. 
John J. Lombardi. 

Corner Independent 
Church, Corner Road, Big 
Cove Tannery,  Worship, 11 
a.m. Pastor Richard Bernhard. 

Sideling Hill Charge: Ca-
talpa U.M.  Church, Rt. 144 
west of Hancock about two 
miles, turn left on Willow Road. 
Go about five miles, bear right 
at fork. Church about one mile 
on right. Sunday service 8:30 
a.m. 

Piney Plains U.M. Church, 
Exit 72 off I-68, left off exit, 
then right at stop sign, right on 
Mann Road, cross back over I-
68 and then left on Faith Circle, 
follow to end, Little Orleans, 
717-658-3906 - Sunday school 
10 a.m., service 11 a.m. Pastor 
Jean Squires. 

Hancock United Methodist 
Church, 170 West Main Street, 
Hancock, 301-678-6440 - Sun-
day School all ages 8:30 a.m. 
Worship service 9:30 a.m. Pas-
tor Becki Wessinger. 

Non-Denominational Serv-
ice, Seavolt Road, Hancock, 
304-274-2353 - Campground 
ministry at Happy Hills Camp-
ground every Sunday 10 a.m. 
Pastor Tim Staubs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 180 South Washington 
Street, Berkeley Springs, 304-
258-2440 - Sunday service 10 
a.m.  

Hancock (USA) Presbyte-
rian Church, 17 East Main 
Street, 301-678-5510 - Sunday 
worship 10 a.m.  Senior soup 
and sandwich first Saturday of 
each month from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
in Church Social Room. Pastor 
Terry Martin-Minnich. 

Grace Christian Fellowship, 
130 Pennsylvania Avenue, Han-
cock, 301-678-6036 - Sunday 
services: Sunday school 10 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. Wednesday 7 
p.m. Bible study and prayer 
meeting. Rev. Edward Guyer. 

Hancock Church of God, 
7528 Millstone Road, 301-678-
5390 - Sunday school 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m. Wed-
nesday evening services 6:30 
p.m. Pastor James Touchton. 

Tri-State Community 
Church, 326 E. Main St., Han-
cock, across from CNB Bank, 
301-302-6412 - 6 p.m., Sat-
urday, Adult truth, teen thrust 
sixth grade and up. Children 
blast fifth and under. Pastor 
Alan Myers. 

Orchard Ridge First 
Church of God, 13642 Orchard 
Ridge Road, 301-678-7267 - 
Sunday morning worship 9 a.m. 
Sunday school 10 a.m. Sunday 
evening worship 6 p.m. Kids 
club and youth group 6 p.m. 
Rev. Jeffrey Hawbaker. 

1ST Evangelical Methodist 
Church, 11510 Price Road, Lit-
tle Orleans, 240-609-6770 - 
Sunday school 10 a.m. Worship 
service 11 a.m. Wednesday 
evening Bible study 7 p.m. 
Darhl Trail, Jr. 

Bethel Community Church, 
Bethel Church Road off Rt. 522, 
Warfordsburg, Pa., 301-991-
7141 - Sunday school 10 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. Rev. Gary 
Quackenbos. 

 

Berkeley Baptist Church, 
300 Winchester Grade Road, 
304-258-4101 - Wednesday 
prayer and study 6:30 p.m., Sun-
day school 9:30 a.m., worship 
service 10:45 a.m. Food pantry 
distribution site call for more 
info. Pastor Joey N. Giles, Jr. 

Needmore Bible Church, 
6939 Great Cove Road, Need-
more, Pa., 717-573-2212 - Sun-
day school and life groups 9 
a.m. Sunday worship 10 a.m. 
Monday 8:45 a.m. ladies Bible 
study. Wednesday evening 6:30 
p.m. Awana for children. Pastor 
Doug Poffenberger. 

Hope Community Church, 
31 Buzzard Acres Lane, Berke-
ley Springs - Sunday service at 
9 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Kids Mini-
stry infant-fifth grade, Youth 
Ministry Sunday nights 6 p.m. 
Pastors Skip Euler. 

Gospel Light Tabernacle, 
21 Gospel Lane on Williams 
Street, Berkeley Springs - Sun-
day school and worship/chil-
dren’s church 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6:30 p.m. Wed-
nesday Bible study 7 p.m. Pas-
tor Shane Boyer. 

Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 14464 Buck Valley Rd., 
Warfordsburg, Pa., 301-678-
5340 or 717-294-6494. Bible 
study, Wednesday, 6 p.m. Sec-
ond Friday of each month 
prayer service 6 p.m. Sunday 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Em-
manuel Ensor and Deacon Sha-
drach Ensor. 

Warm Springs Baptist 
Church, 3683 Pious Ridge 
Road, Berkeley Springs, 304-
258-1551. - Sunday SVCS 10-
11 a.m. Sunday SVC 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible study 7 p.m. 
Pastor Robert Burton. 

St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church 12517 St. Patrick Road, 
SE, Little Orleans, 301-678-
6339 - Saturday Vigil Mass 5 
p.m. Rev. John Lombardi. 

Needmore Full Gospel, six 
miles north of Hancock on Rt. 
655, 717-294-3100 - Regular 
services: Sunday school 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m. Evan-
gelistic service 6 p.m. Wednes-
day evening service at 7 p.m. 
Rev. John Lewis. 

Cedar Grove Christian 
Church, Rt. 522 at 643 near 
Dott, Pa. - Sunday school 9:30 
a.m. and worship service 10:30 
a.m. Timothy B. Close. 

Chapel of Praise - 14457 
Buck Valley Road, Warfords-
burg, Pa., 717-294-3184 - Wor-
ship services: Sunday morning 
10 a.m. Wednesday evening 
service at 7 p.m. Pastors Jack 
and Lola Hiles. 

Whips Cove Church, Rt. 
643, three miles east of Town 
Hill, Exit Rt. 156, 717-294-3229 
- Sunday school at 10 a.m. and 
worship service at 11 a.m. 

Faith Assembly of God 
Church, Amaranth, Pa. - Sun-
day school 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m. Sunday CA 
service 6:30 p.m. Sunday even-
ing service 7 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 7:30 p.m. Pastor 
Delmas F. Bard. 

Buck Valley Christian 
Church, 717-375-5881 - Sun-
day school 9:30 a.m. Worship 
service 10:20 a.m. Primary 
church and junior church are 
held 10:30 a.m. Pastor Bill Cro-
teau, Jr. 

New Testament Church, 
Buck Valley, Pa., Warfordsburg 
exit on 484 west, six miles on 
right - Sunday school 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m., 
prayer meeting Wednesday 6:30 
p.m. Pastor R. Bobby Layman. 

Damascus Christian 
Church, 717 Big Cove Tannery 
Road, BCT, Pa. - Worship every 
Sunday 11 a.m.  

Bethel Independent 
Church, Sleepy Creek - Sunday 
school 10 a.m. Sunday worship 
7 p.m. Wednesday evening 
prayer and Bible study 7:30 
p.m.  

Amaranth Church of the 
Brethren, Sunday school 
9:30 a.m., Worship service 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday kids 
program 6 p.m. Pastor Mi-
chael Lida. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calvary Bible Church, 2065 
Valley Road, Berkeley Springs, 
just south of Dairy Queen on top 
of hill, 304-258-1099 or 304-
579-9389 - Sunday school 9:45 
a.m. Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
prayer meeting and Bible study 
7 p.m. Pastor B.J. Worley. 

Needmore Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, corner Rt. 522 
and 655, Needmore, Pa., 205-
492-9989 - Sabbath School Sat-
urday, 9:30 a.m. Sabbath 
worship service Saturday 11 
a.m. Pastor Murvin Camatchee. 

Oasis Community Church, 
1121 Maryland Avenue, Hager-
stown, located in the South End 
shopping center across from 
South High, 301-745-6183 - 
Sunday worship 6:30 p.m. Rev. 
Bill Lynn. 

Unity of Berkeley Springs, 
New Earth Granary, 143 N. 
Mercer St., Berkeley Springs, 
304-268-4222 or 304-258-2954. 
Celebration service, 10 a.m. 
Rev. Anne Murphy-Oswald. 

Mountain Top Church, one 
mile east of Rocky Gap State 
Park on Rt. 144, Flintstone, 301-
777-0923 - Sunday services: 
Sunday school at 10 a.m., morn-
ing worship 10:45 a.m., evening 
service 7 p.m. Wednesday Bible 
study and prayer 7:30 a.m. 

LifeHouse Church Bethel, 
515 E. Wilson Blvd., Hager-
stown, 301-739-1167 - Sunday 
life classes 8:30 a.m., worship 
gathering 9:30 a.m. and Wed-
nesday family life 7 p.m. 

Church of Christ, 290 South 
Green Street, Berkeley Springs, 
304-258-5175 - Sunday Bible 
study 9:30 a.m., worship 10:15 
a.m. Evening service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible study 7 p.m. 
for all ages.  Evangelist Van 
Sprague. 

Parkhead Union Church, 
9512 National Pike, Big Pool, I-
70 east at exit 9, Indian Springs, 
301-639-9154 - Sunday school 
9:30 a.m., morning worship 
10:30 a.m. Pastor Randy 
Bivens. 

 

Hilltop Christian Fellow-
ship, 12624 Trinity Church 
Drive, Clear Spring, 301-842-
2225, Early Bible class 8:15-9 
a.m. Sunday school 9:15-10:15 
a.m., worship service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible study 7:15-
8:15 p.m. Pastor John Miller.  

Warfordsburg Presbyterian 
Church, 717-294-3028 - Fel-
lowship 9 a.m. Sunday school 
9:30 a.m. Worship service 10:30 
a.m. Bible basics class for chil-
dren K through fourth grade. 
12941 Buck Valley Rd., War-
fordsburg. 

Unitarian Universalist, 626 
Washington Avenue, Hager-
stown, 301-745-6576 - Sunday 
service 10:45 a.m. youth reli-
gious education 10:45 a.m. Min-
ister Valerie Wills. 

Pleasant Grove Christian 
Church, four miles west of 
Needmore, Pa. - Sunday wor-
ship 10 a.m.,  Sunday evening 
services 6 p.m. Rev. Denver 
Plessinger. 

Green Ridge Assembly of 
God, Green Ridge - Sunday 
services: Sunday school 9:45 
a.m., worship service 10:45 
a.m., evening service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible study and 
prayer 6 p.m. Holy communion 
first Sunday of each month. 

Blairs Valley First Church 
of God, Clear Spring, 301-842-
2663 - Sunday school 10, wor-
ship 9 a.m. Bible study 
Wednesday evening 6:30 p.m. 
Pastor John Cook. 

St. Catherine’s Eastern Or-
thodox, 433 Liberty Street, 
Hagerstown, 301-739-5237 - 
Saturday 6:30 p.m. Vesper serv-
ice Sunday 10 a.m. Divine Lit-
urgy. Rev. Dennis Buck. 

Rehoboth New Life, 8159 
Great Cove Road, (U.S. 522), 
717-496-7558 - Services Sun-
day, 10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
7 p.m. Bible based, spirit-filled 
church and discipleship center. 
Pastor Lowell Bard. 

Mt. Olivet Presbyterian 
Church, Exline Road, Han-
cock, 301-678-6038 - Church 
service 9:30 a.m. 

GROVE-ROGOWSKI 
FUNERAL HOME, PA

THIS SECTION MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH THE COURTESY OF THESE FRIENDLY BUSINESSES

141 W. Main Street • Hancock • 301-678-6178

Helsley-Johnson Funeral Home, Inc. 
95 Union Street • Berkeley Springs, WV 

304-258-1015

“Do the good in front of you.”  
 
That is a Motto of the Siters of Charity, in Emmitsburg, Md., especially those who took 

care of Civil War soldiers after the Battle of Gettysburg, and such nuns were known as Angels 
of the Battlefield (See: The book by that title.).  

I went to The Seton Shrine of Elizabeth Ann to take a tour on a Sunday afternoon. After 
two Masses that morning and two meetings following—and walking my dog—I was a bit 
weary, as usual, come Sunday P.M, and was slightly hesitant about the venture. Anyway I 
was refreshed by my fellow pilgrims as we carpooled from Hancock for an hour thru the 
beautiful countryside and, eventually, Catoctin Mountain Park and, by Our Lady’s Mountain, 
Emmitsburg.  

We pilgrims had a good time conversing and praying on our gentle trip. I was thankful I 
was on the pilgrimage. (And somebody else was driving!)  

For our Introduction to the tour a gentleman mentioned how much the Charity Nuns took 
care of all kinds of needy people, and eventually, formed that Motto. When I heard the tour 
leader say it I was immediately smitten: how beautiful and needed for any Christ-follower—
especially all of us today affected by so much social media, action and ever-present technol-
ogy.  

And: I basically thought  I need to practice that Motto more consistently –in each present 
moment.  I heard another version of this, as: “Do the good wherever it presents itself.”  We 
then heard many stories, on the walking tour of heroic nuns—and priests- tending to the war 
wounded, and dead. One priest had to lie down, among the wounded, and dead, just to hear 
confessions confidentially.  

We visited the main cemetery where one of our pilgrim’s great-grandfather’s sister, a nun, 
was one of the Angels of the Battlefield and was buried right there. So poignant. We were 
connected to epic history, and holiness.  

Just before leaving we slipped into the giant Basilica for a prayer and were feted with the 
absolutely gorgeous music of a Ghana Pilgrimage group. were riveted by the Faith, devotion 
and sonorous music and melodic singing…All this fed me: we all need spiritual nourishment 
and community and God’s grace thru heroic stories and saintly lives—and God provided so 
richly on this adventure, which I at first wanted to discount. What can be more important?—
adjusting and making effort for self-soul maintenance in ways God surprises us!  

 Rev. John J. Lombardi is pastor of St. Peter-St. Patrick Catholic Church 
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 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his 
 hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, 

 when they saw the LORD. 
 John 20:20 (KJV)

 Most of us have experienced times when all 
 seemed lost, but with Christ in our lives, we 
 can never lose hope. Just when all seemed lost, 
 Christ rose again, giving hope to His disciples 
 and all who believe in Him.

 HOPE HOPE HOPE

 Ancient wisdom for modern life

To Sponsor The Church Page 
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 OBITUARIES
Marjorie A. Scuderi 

Marjorie Ann (Rice) Scuderi, 76, died Monday, August 10, 
2026. Born September 30, 1949 in Silver Spring, Md. 

A Celebration of Life Service will be held on Tuesday, Au-
gust 18, 2026 at 10 a.m. at Resthaven Chapel, 9501 Catoctin 
Mountain Hwy, Frederick, Md. Burial will follow at Fort Lin-
coln Cemetery, 3401 Bladensburg Rd., Brentwood, Md.

Wilma Jean Yost 
1941-2026 

Wilma Jean Yost, age 84, of 
Hancock, Md., passed away on 
Tuesday, August 4, 2026, in 
Winchester, Va. 

Born Thursday, October 16, 
1941, in Hancock, Md., she 
was the beloved daughter of 
the late Jacob Mitchell and Es-
ther Landers. 

Wilma worked for Hepburn 
Orchards until they closed.  
She then went to work at Lon-
don Fog in Hancock until their 
closing. 

She was a five-generation 
mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother, and great-great grandmother. 

Wilma is survived by her Daughter Della J. Coleman and 
husband John; grandson John M. Coleman, wife Hannah and 
their son; granddaughter, Angela Coleman; three sons, Rich-
ard Stotler and family, Donald Stotler, wife Sandra and family, 
and David A. Stotler and family; ten grandchildren; twelve 
great-grandchildren; four great-great-grandchildren; two 
sisters, Molly Young and Bonnie Bageant; and numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

In addition to her parents, she is preceded in death by three 
brothers, Jim, Bus, and Bob Mitchell; one sister, Janice Stot-
ler; and her two husbands, Donald E. Stotler and Rick Ondri-
zek. 

There will be a gathering for family and friends on Saturday, 
August 29, 2026, from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m., at Grove-Rogowski 
Funeral Home, 141 W. Main Street, Hancock, MD 21750.  A 
graveside service will follow at Mt. Olivet Presbyterian 
Church cemetery, 14253 Exline Road, Hancock, MD 21750.  
Pastor Jeff Hawbaker will officiate.  

Arrangements were entrusted to Grove-Rogowski Funeral 
Home. Online condolences 
can be expressed to the 
family at www.grfuneral 
home.net.

Norma Payne 
1937-2026 

Norma “Sally” Payne, 89, of Berkeley Springs, peacefully 
went home to be with the Lord on August 13, 2026. 

Born on July 27, 1937, Sally was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmother, sister, aunt and friend. Her 
faith in the Lord was exceptionally strong and served as the 
foundation of her life. She trusted God wholeheartedly and 
found strength, comfort, and joy in her relationship with Him. 
She shared that faith through the way she lived, loved and 
cared for others. 

She attended Warfordsburg High School, where she partic-
ipated in basketball and track and field. She worked various 
jobs throughout her life, eventually retiring from London Fog 
and McDonald’s. Sally was a devoted member of Hancock 
Assembly of God. She also generously volunteered with the 
Red Cross for many years, helping organize local blood 
drives. 

Sally enjoyed traveling with the senior center, family, and 
friends, taking bus trips, shopping, walking, and exercising. 
Above all, she treasured her family and the time she spent with 
those she loved. Her warmth, devotion, and unwavering faith 
will be remembered by all who knew her. 

She is survived by her son, Norman Schetrompf and his 
wife, Patricia, of Berkeley Springs; two grandsons, Adam 
Schetrompf and his wife, Audrey of Gilbert, Ariz., and Jason 
Schetrompf and his wife, Holly, of Berkeley Springs; four 
great-grandchildren, Caleb Schetrompf, Anastasia Schetrompf 
of Gilbert Ariz., Emily Yost and Madelynn Schetrompf of 
Berkeley Springs; one sister, Arlene Lemmert of Falling 
Waters; one sister-in-law, Alverda Schetrompf of Hedgesville; 
and many loving nieces, nephews, extended family members, 
and friends. 

In addition to her parents, Arlie and Hazel Schetrompf, 
Sally was preceded in death by her beloved husband, Frank 
Payne; one sister, Mary “Tissy” King; and her three brothers, 
Kenneth “Nuke” Schetrompf, Lynn “Billy” Schetrompf and 
Arlie “Dandy” Schetrompf, Jr. 

Although Sally will be deeply missed, her family finds 
peace in knowing that she is now in the presence of the Lord 
she loved and faithfully served. Her legacy of faith, love, and 
devotion will live on in the hearts of her family for generations 
to come. 

A service celebrating Sally’s life and faith will be held Fri-
day, August 21, 2026, at Hancock Assembly of God, with re-
ceiving friends and family at 10 a.m. Funeral services will 
begin at 12 with a graveside service to follow at Greenway 
Cemetery in Berkeley Springs, W.Va. Pastor Don Preston will 
officiate. 

Arrangements were entrusted to Grove-Rogowski Funeral 
Home, 141 W. Main Street, 
Hancock, MD 21750. Online 
condolences can be ex-
pressed to the family at 
www.grfuneralhome.net.

Deborah Diane Smith 
1963-2026 

Deborah Diane Smith, age 
62, of Berkeley Springs, 
W.Va. died on August 13, 
2026 at her home while under 
the care of Hospice of the Pan-
handle. 

Born September 9, 1963, she 
was the daughter of the late 
Henry Cyrus “Buck” Beeler, 
Jr. and the late Dorothy Jean 
Householder Beeler. 

She was a graduate of 
Berkeley Springs High School. 
She was a homemaker who en-
joyed spending time with her 
daughters, grandchildren and 
great-grandson, as well as her 
16 year old dog, Daisy. 

Deborah is survived by her 
two daughters, Amanda Brook 
Stevens (John) and Alicia 
Nichole Francis (Brian), both of Berkeley Springs, W.Va., her 
five grandchildren Alexia Francis (Jacoby), Elijah Stevens, 
Sunni Stevens, Lilly Francis and Luna Francis, and one great-
grandson, Crue Francis. 

Services and burial will be private. 
Arrangements are being handled by Helsley-Johnson Fu-

neral Home and Cremation Center, 95 Union Street, Berkeley 
Springs, WV. 

Online condolences may be expressed at www.helsley 
johnsonfh.com.

Herman Oat Nelson 
1934-2026 

Herman Oat Nelson, age 91, 
of Great Cacapon, W.Va., 
passed away on Sunday, Au-
gust 9, 2026 at Willow Tree 
Healthcare Center in Charles 
Town, W.Va. 

Born August 31, 1934 in 
Okonoka, W.Va., he was the 
son of the late Happ Orin and 
Ruth Bohrer Nelson. 

He served in the United 
States Army during the Korean 
War where he was awarded the 
National Defense Service 
Medal, United Nations Medal 
and the Korean Service Medal. 
Herman worked as a crane op-
erator and processor with the 
Pennsylvania Glass and Sand 
Corporation. He enjoyed horse 
racing, watching wrestling, 
going to the beach, loved to travel and was an avid hunter, 
fisherman and gardener. Herman loved God, his loving family 
and his dog Louie. 

Herman is survived by his wife, Janice Mae Francis Nelson, 
at home, four daughters, Karen Mills (Wesley), Cheryl Truly, 
Sheila Smith and Jeanna Stotler, one son, Jerry Stotler, two 
sisters, Wanda Ebersole and Linda Lambert (Frank), one 
brother, Alvin Nelson, seven grandchildren, Jesse Mills (Joy), 
Jason Hook (Erin), James Hook (Jess), Lindsey Smith, Todd 
Smith, William Diehl and Tiffany Diehl, 14 great grandchil-
dren, Seth, Logan, Hunter, Paige, Ava, Christian, Drayden, 
Jaxton, Kirra, Tayen, Lacey, Emily, Jayden and Skylar and 
many nieces and nephews. 

In addition to his parents, he was preceded in death by one 
son Cally Joe Stotler, four brothers, Kenneth Nelson, Jennings 
Nelson, Dale Nelson and Dwight Nelson, one sister, Helen 
Cowgill and two infant siblings, Joyce Nelson and Harold 
Nelson. 

Funeral services were conducted at 11 a.m. on Friday, Au-
gust 14, 2026 at Hope Community Church, 31 Buzzard Acres 
Lane, Berkeley Springs, WV. Pastor Dave Kidwell officiated. 
Burial with graveside military honors provided by the Tri-
State Honor Guard was in Mt. Nebo Cemetery. 

Visitation for Herman was from 10-11 a.m. at the church 
on Friday. 

Arrangements are being handled by Helsley-Johnson Fu-
neral Home & Cremation Center, 95 Union Street, Berkeley 
Springs, WV. 

Online condolences may be expressed at www.helsley 
johnsonfh.com.

Nature Journaling - Seeds, Fruits and Farewells
Potomac Valley Audubon 

Society will host Nature Jour-
naling | Seeds, Fruits, and 
Farewells on Saturday, Sep-
tember 12 from 10 a.m.-1 
p.m. at Cool Spring Preserve, 
1469 Lloyd Road, Charles 
Town, W.Va. 

As summer fades, the land-
scape transforms with seeds, 
ripening fruits, and early 
signs of autumn. Observe 
colors, textures, and move-
ment, journaling the subtle 
cues of seasonal change. 

This is a free/donation-
based program. All ages are 

welcome, though youth must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
Pre-registration is required 
and limited to 12 participants. 

For additional details and 
to register, go to www. 
potomacaudubon.org/event/ 
nature-journaling-at-cool-
spring-preserve-seeds-fruits-
and-farewells/ 

For more information, con-
tact PVAS Staff at info@ 
potomacaudubon.org or 681-
252-1387.  

 
 

Letters To The Editor over 400 words will not be published.

The Home Center

THE HOME CENTER’S
FURNITURE & APPLIANCE GALLERIES

283 West Main Street, Hancock, MD 

301-678-6188
Mon. & Fri. 8:30-7:00; Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sat. 8:30-5:00

La-Z-Boy Recliners
Lift Chairs

Bedroom Sets
GE Appliances

Living Room Suites and Sectionals
by: La-Z-Boy, Best, Lancer
Large In-Stock Selection

Ready for Immediate, FREE Delivery
Floor Covering

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

Obituary 
policy 

 

Obituaries will 
be printed for a 
fee based on the 
amount of infor-
mation that is 
provided by a li-
censed funeral 
home. A photo of 
the deceased can 
be included.  

Death Notices 
will be printed for 
free in The  
Hancock News 
as a public serv-
ice which will 
only include 
name, age, date of 
death, residency 
and services. 

For details, con-
tact The Hancock 
News at 301-678-
6255.
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Strong raises concern to fellow councilmembers, 
mayor about bid process, closed meetings

by Geoff Fox 
Hancock Councilman 

Richard Strong aired some 
questions and concerns about 
town issues during the last 
council meeting. 

During the meeting, Strong 
read from a prepared state-
ment and provided a copy to 
The Hancock News prior to 
the meeting. 

Strong said he had been ap-
proached by an individual 
with concerns about the pro-
cess the town uses for putting 
jobs out for bid. 

The town has a $15,000 
ceiling for public job costs. 
Up to that point, no bid is re-
quired to hire a contractor to 
perform work. Anything with 
a price tag above $15,000 is 
required to be put out to com-
petitive bid. 

Strong was told rumors 
were circulating town offi-
cials had a way to circumvent 
that policy. 

While he didn’t say who 
the vendor was, Strong said 
he was told a vendor was told 
to submit two invoices for 
work below the $15,000 limit 
rather than one work invoice 
that would have taken the job 
over the bid limit. 

Strong stated he had two 
copies of two checks that 
total over $26,000 for work 
on the splash pad. 

“I would also like to say, if 
this is true, I don’t condone 
what the practice is and re-
inforce that the work should 
be bid out fairly and hon-
estly,” Strong said. 

He also submitted an infor-
mation request for the last 12 
months for a list of all ven-
dors who have received pay-
ments totaling $14,999 or 
more. 

The request includes copies 
of all checks, e-payments, the 
like and including all backup 
documents including, but not 
limited to emails, text mes-
sages, and invoices. 

Sheetz plans? 
Strong also mentioned he 

had been told the town gov-
ernment had given Sheetz its 
blessing to build a new store. 

He pointed out that he had 
meant to ask Mayor Roland 
Lanehart, Jr. about Sheetz. 

“I would like to know who 
made the decision to move 
forward with an opinion 
without a discussion that in-
cluded all council members,” 
he said. “These are types of 
decisions we are all elected to 
make and it’s inappropriate to 
learn of such important  deci-
sions from citizens.” 

Lanehart told him no deci-
sion was made with Sheetz 
and officials from the con-
venience store never con-
tacted the town about 
constructing a new building. 

Town Manager Mike Faith 
said he had received an email 
prior to the meeting from 
Sheetz regarding renovating 
the inside of the current 
building. 

Strong said, as a town offi-
cial, when people approach 
him, he wants to know what’s 
going on. 

Lanehart said what Strong 
is hearing is just Facebook 
and people at his bar. 

Strong is part owner of the 
Apple Tree Inn west of town. 

Closed sessions aired 
Strong said another of his 

concerns did, in fact, have 
something to do with his bar. 

Town officials met last 
month in a closed session to 
discuss a situation that in-

volved Town Manager Faith 
and how it would be handled 
by the town. 

In the meeting, officials 
voted to suspend Faith for 
three weeks while a misde-
meanor charge was handled 
in county court. 

Strong said he is “thor-
oughly disgusted” with how 
that meeting and how the 
vote took place in closed ses-
sion. 

“It was my belief that any-
thing discussed in closed ses-
sion was to remain 
confidential,” he said. 

He said it was inappropri-
ate that someone came into 
the Apple Tree Inn and while 
drinking, told him they were 
disappointed with his vote. 

“They told me everything I 
said in that meeting. Every-
thing,” he said. Strong also 
said the person told them 
what other officials said dur-
ing the meeting as well. 

Strong added there was dis-
respect given toward Sgt. 
Shawn Faith and the Han-
cock Police Department. 

“Me personally, I’m sorry 
for what they’ve done to you 
and your staff,” Strong said to 
Sgt. Faith. 

Strong said everyone is 
talking about it and they’re 
coming to him about the situ-
ation. 

“I had to get this off my 
chest,” he said. 

Town Manager Faith said 
the process for any kind of 
construction within the town 
limits must get permits. 

Sheetz sent Faith drawings, 
asking if they were approved 
for town center district. He’d 
look at the zoning ordinance, 
talk to the Planning Commis-
sion, and give an opinion. 

Strong said in his mind, if 
he were to talk to John Cohill, 
who is on the Planning Com-
mission, it would be a con-
flict of what people are 
coming to him about because 
Cohill is his brother-in-law. 

Lanehart said if a person 
comes to the town for a zon-
ing certificate where they 
were tearing off their kitchen 
to put a new one on, it would-
n’t have to go before council 
for them to discuss. 

Strong said he was talking 
about Sheetz constructing a 
new building, but Lanehart 
told him they weren’t doing 
that in Hancock. 

Strong said he was just re-
peating what he has heard at 
his bar which Lanehart is not 
dealing with those people like 
Strong is. 

Strong said when those 
people are telling him what 
was said in closed session, 
“that’s saying a lot to me.” 

Lanehart admitted he’s 
been told the same thing in-
cluding someone who would 
be willing to go under oath 
and repeat what was said at 
the closed sessions. 

He told Strong that the per-
son was in an establishment 
and was told exactly what 
was said the closed session. 

“It was probably my estab-
lishment,” Strong said. 

“It was and you’re the one 
that told him everything that 
went on in the closed ses-
sion,” Lanehart said. 

Strong said everyone who 
sits behind the council table 
has skeletons in the closet. 

“I want to make sure every-
thing’s done carefully, every-
thing’s done properly,” 
Strong said. 

HOW TO CONTACT 
REPRESENTATIVES

M A R Y L A N D
Information about the Maryland General Assembly can be 

found at mgaleg.maryland.gov. 
The following lists representatives and how to contact them:

GOVERNOR WES MOORE (D) 
Address: 100 State Circle, Annapolis, MD 21401-1925 

Phone: 1-800-811-8336 
 

DELEGATE TERRY BAKER (R) 
Allegany & Washington Counties 

District 1C 
Office: 323 Lowe House Office Building 
6 Bladen Street, Annapolis, MD 21401 

Phone: 410-841-3321 
Toll Free in Maryland: 1-800-492-7122 Ext. 3321 

Email: terry.baker@house.state.md.us 
 

SENATOR MIKE MCKAY (R) 
Allegany, Garrett & Washington Counties 

District 1 
Local Office: 100 N. Mechanic St., Cumberland, MD 21502 

240-362-7040 
Annapolis Office: 416 James Senate Office Building 

11 Bladen Street, Annapolis, MD 21401 
410-841-3565 

Email: mike.mckay@senate.state.md.us 
 

CONGRESSWOMAN APRIL McCLAIN DELANEY (D) 
U.S. House of Representatives 

6th District 
1130 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 

Telephone: 202-225-2721 
 

U.S. SENATOR ANGELA D. ALSOBROOKS (D) 
B40E Dirksen Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510 

Phone: 202-224-4524 
 

U.S. SENATOR CHRIS VAN HOLLEN (D) 
Address:  730 Hart Senate Office Building, Washington, DC 20510 

Phone: 202-224-4654 
Local Office:  32 W. Washington St., Suite 203, Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Phone: 301-797-2826

P E N N S Y L V A N I A
Both Houses of the Pennsylvania Assembly reconvene in 

January, and meet year-round, with intermittent breaks. 
Pennsylvania residents may call 1-717-787-2342 for infor-
mation about bills pending before either House. Or, residents 
may contact the representative at the district office in their 
area at the following locations:

GOVERNOR JOSH SHAPIRO (D) 
Address: 508 Main Capitol Building, Harrisburg, PA 
17120 Phone: 717-787-2500      Text: 717-788-8990 

Email: Governor@pa.gov 
 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN JOYCE (R) 
U.S. House of Representatives, 13th District 

2102 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515 
Phone: 202-225-2431      

 
REPRESENTATIVE JESSE TOPPER (R) 

Fulton County, District 78 
Bedford Office: 133 South Richard Street, Bedford, PA 
15522 Phone: 814-623-9097            Fax: 814-623-6633 

Email: jtopper@pahousegop.com 
Capitol Office: 423 Main Capitol Bldg., P.O. Box 202078, 

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2078  
Phone: 717-787-7076 

 
STATE SENATOR JUDY WARD (R) 

Fulton County, District 30 
Capitol Office:  Senate Box 203030 

362 Main Capitol, Harrisburg, PA 17120-3030 
Phone: 1-717-787-5490 

Local Office: 201 Lincoln Way West, Suite 102,  
McConnellsburg, PA 17233  

Phone: 717-485-3616

P R E S I D E N T
PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP (R) 

The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC 20500 

Switchboard: 202-456-1414 
To send an email, go to: www.whitehouse.gov/contact

 501(c)(3)  Federal Tax ID 42-1573312 

Remembering the 

25th  
Anniversary  

of 
September 11, 2001 

Honoring  
All First Responders & 
Remembering Those Who Perished 

The 25th America’s 9/11 Ride 

August 21-23, 2026 
 

Join the Largest Police Escorted Motorcycle Ride From 
Shanksville, Pa., the Pentagon and the World Trade Center 

More Information at https://americas911ride.org 
Catch the Riders on  

Hancock’s Main Street around 
 10 a.m. on Friday, August 21

BOOKMARK THE HANCOCK NEWS  
WEB SITE:  www.thehancocknews.com

QUICK
QUALITY
COPIES

The Morgan 
Messenger

16 N. Mercer Street
Berkeley Springs, W.Va.

304-258-1800
Single Copies to Large Quantities 
Call For Quantity Discounts
We Also Do Banners, Brochures 
Business Cards, Invoices, Etc.
YOU NAME IT - WE PRINT IT

Deadline Notice   
  All correspondents and  advertisers are reminded the deadline for submitting copy to this pub-
lication is Monday each week at noon.
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FOOTBALL 
DATE           OPPONENT                     TIME      W/L   SCORE 
Sept. 4         Berkeley Springs            6 p.m.           
Sept. 11       Green Street                    6 p.m. 
Sept. 18       at Northern Garrett       7 p.m. 
Sept. 25       Bath County                    6 p.m. 
Oct. 2           at Valley                            6 p.m. 
Oct. 9           North Star                        6 p.m. 
Oct. 16         at Stonewall Jackson    7 p.m. 
Oct. 23         at Tussey Mountain       7 p.m. 
Oct. 29         SEED School (Under Armour)  6 p.m. 
 

VOLLEYBALL 

DATE        OPPONENT                         TIME          W/L   SCORE 
Sept. 9      Forbes Road                        6 p.m. 
Sept. 14    at Berkeley Springs (JV/V)  5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 17    Paw Paw                               5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 22    Lighthouse Christian (JV/V) 5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 23    Southern Fulton (JV/V)        6 p.m. 
Sept. 26   at St. James Tournament 10 a.m. 
Sept. 28    Faith Christian (JV/V)            5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 29    at McConnellsburg (JV/V)  6 p.m. 
Oct. 1        at Paw Paw                           6 p.m. 
Oct. 5        at Faith Christian (JV/V)       6 p.m. 
Oct. 7        Allegany (JV/V)                      5:30 p.m. 
Oct. 12      Berkeley Springs (JV/V)       5:30 p.m. 
Oct. 19      at Southern Fulton            6 p.m. 
Oct. 22      at South Hagerstown (JV/V) 6 p.m. 
Oct. 26      Northern Garrett (JV/V)       5:30 p.m. 
• Games that are both JV/V - Times are for JV which plays first.

Panther’s 
Den

Fulton County teen one of Pennsylvania 4-H delegates 
chosen for National Wildlife Habitat Education Program

Recently, Penn State Ex-
tension sent four 4-H 
members as delegates to par-
ticipate in the National Wild-
life Habitat Education 
Program competition, held in 
North Myrtle Beach, S.C. 

The initiative, organized by 
4-H and FFA, is designed to 
teach youth the fundamentals 
of wildlife through inter-
active, hands-on experiences. 
Participants travel to the na-
tional competition to test 
their wildlife expertise. 

Participants included Tyler 
Depman, of Montgomery 
County; Seth Brehm, of Hun-
tingdon County; Ross Hixon, 
of Fulton County; and 
Chance Kirby, of Butler 
County. 

Each year, the event high-
lights a different ecoregion. 
This year’s focus was the 
Southeastern mixed. 

“I really enjoyed learning 
more about wildlife species 
and a new ecoregion,” Brehm 
said. “This contest gives you 
a chance to learn about differ-
ent ecoregions and the ani-
mals that live in those 
regions.” 

Participants learn about 
many concepts related to 
wildlife, such as identifica-
tion, characteristics, how to 
judge the quality of wildlife 
habitat, and on-site rec-
ommendations, culminating 
in a written wildlife manage-
ment plan followed by oral 
reasoning to justify the plan. 

The 4-H delegates qual-
ified to represent Pennsylva-
nia at the national event 
through their participation in 
the wildlife and forestry field 
day in May, which gave 4-H 
members from across Penn-
sylvania an opportunity to ex-
plore their interest in wildlife 
and forestry. 

“Studying for and compet-
ing in this contest increased 
my knowledge of wildlife,” 
Hixon said. “I appreciate the 
opportunity to compete and 
to shadow a Pennsylvania 
Game Commission forester 
to learn more about the role.” 

Justin Heasley, a 4-H youth 
development extension edu-
cator and the team’s coach, 
explained the benefits of the 
4-H program for youth 
members. 

 “A lot of the youths move 
into natural resource manage-
ment and wildlife programs 
after they age out of 4-H, and 
this program gives them 
skills for that,” he said. “Even 
outside of 4-H, the program 
helps them develop their 
decision-making and team-
work skills that will benefit 
them as adults.” 

Administered in Penn-
sylvania by Penn State Ex-

tension, 4-H is a nonformal 
educational youth-devel-
opment program of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
that helps young people de-
velop knowledge and skills to 
become capable, caring and 
contributing citizens. To find 
your local program, go to the 
Pennsylvania 4-H website  
at https://extension.psu.edu/ 
programs/4-h/counties.

Hancock groups get 
$40,000 in gaming funds

by Geoff Fox 
The Washington County 

Gaming Commission last 
Tuesday, August 11 an-
nounced the distribution of 
gaming funds to the Wash-
ington County Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Association and 
54 local charitable organiza-
tions. 

Of those 54 organizations, 
three of them are Hancock-
based. They received a com-
bined $40,000 from the 
gaming funds. 

Gaming funds totaled 
$2,367,846 for fiscal year 
2026, which ended June 30. 
The total is an increase of 
over $20,000 compared to 
fiscal year 2025’s gaming 
funds. 

Out of the $2.3 million, 
Hancock Flag Football re-
ceived $10,000, Interfaith 
Service Coalition received 
$15,000, and Main Street 
Hancock received $15,000. 

State law requires funds be 
divided equally between the 
Washington County Fire and 
Rescue Association and local 
charities. 

In January, the Association 
received $526,871 and as of 

last Tuesday, an additional 
$657,051 was distributed to 
bring the yearly total for Fire 
and Rescue to $1,183,923. 

In April, the county’s 
Gaming Commission re-
ceived 89 eligible applica-
tions from 74 charitable 
organizations requesting a 
total of $3.025 million. 

After hosting a gaming 
hearing and a one-day work-
shop in June, the commission 
was able to either partially or 
fully fund 58 of the 89 
requests. Of those 89 applica-
tions, 38 received full fund-
ing, 20 partial funding, and 
31 were denied funding. 

A total of $1,183,923 of the 
2026 gaming funds plus 
$1,850 reallocated 2025 gam-
ing funds were awarded to 58 
of the 74 charitable organiza-
tions applying. 

The largest awards were 
given to the Washington 
Community Action Council 
and Walnut Street Com-
munity Health Center, each 
receiving $100,000. 
R.E.A.C.H  of Washington 
County received $75,000. 

 

How to get in the 
sports section 

 
Getting your team’s scores, team photos and 

schedules into The Hancock News is easy! 
Coaches and representatives of school teams, 
adult and youth leagues are encouraged to report 
their schedules and results in The Hancock 
News, and there are several ways to do it. 

--Bring information to the news office at 105 
West Main Street  (next to the arcade) during 
our regular business hours, or use the drop box 
next to the front door for after-hours submis-
sions. 

--Email information  and photos to the news 
desk at news@hancocknews.us. 

--Call The Hancock News at 301-678-6255. 
A deadline of Monday at noon is set for all reg-

ular submissions, Results from Monday night 
sporting events should be submitted by 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday to make it in that week’s newspaper. 

See you in the sports section!

BOOKMARK THE HANCOCK NEWS  

WEB SITE:  www.thehancocknews.com

Maryland dedicates newest state park: 
Wetipquin Creek State Park 

The Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources offered 
local officials and special 
guests a preview of Wetip-
quin Creek State Park on 
Tuesday, July 21 as the state 
celebrated the acquisition of 
the 445-acre property that 
will become Wicomico 
County’s first state park.  

The Maryland Park Service 
named this newest park in 
honor of the creek that flows 
through it and empties into 
the Nanticoke River.  

Wetipquin Creek State 
Park, currently in the plan-
ning phase, will conserve and 
foster an appreciation of the 
natural resources of the Del-
marva Peninsula. The prop-
erty contains the historic and 
architecturally significant 
house known as Long Hill, 
which dates back to the mid-
18th century and was listed 
on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 1974. 

“Places like Wetipquin 
Creek State Park remind us 
that conservation is about 
more than protecting land. It 
is about protecting memory, 
culture, and opportunity for 
future generations,” said 
Maryland DNR Secretary 
Josh Kurtz.  

The Park Service plans to 
offer a variety of interpretive 
and educational programs, 
tours, and events exploring 
the region’s history, includ-
ing the Long Hill plantation 
house, the lives of enslaved 
people at Long Hill, the his-
tory of Indigenous peoples in 
the region, and 18th- and 
19th-century farm life on the 
Eastern Shore. 

“Maryland State Parks are 
managed to reflect the natural 
and historic character of the 
communities they represent 
for the enjoyment of our res-
idents and visitors,” said 
Maryland Park Service Di-
rector Ranger Angela Cren-
shaw. “That’s what we will 
provide here at Wetipquin 
Creek State Park.” 

Upon Wetipquin Creek 
State Park’s opening, every 
county in Maryland will con-
tain at least one state park. 

 

DNR received approval to 
purchase the 445-acre prop-
erty in 2024 and completed 
the $3.3 million transaction 
earlier this year. Previous 
owner Donald Graham was 
in attendance and delivered 
remarks. Long Hill derives its 
historical significance from 
its long association with the 
Dashiell family, several of 
whom took an active role in 
the affairs of colonial Mary-
land. Graham, a descendant 
of the Dashiells, acquired the 
property because of its his-
torical and personal signifi-
cance. He and his family 
meticulously cared for the 
home’s historic features and 
also protected the environ-
mental significance of the 
property, including working 
with DNR’s Maryland Envi-
ronmental Trust to create a 
conservation easement in 
2016.  

As with many large Mary-
land farms in colonial times 
and the early years of the re-
public, Long Hill used many 
enslaved African Americans 
for labor. Local descendants 
of these enslaved workers 
were in attendance for the 
dedication event.  

The park’s historic presen-
tations and signage will tell 
the stories of those enslaved 
and the importance of sharing 

the honest and complete his-
tory of American slavery.  

Dr. Bryant Mitchell of the 
University of Maryland East-
ern Shore and Emmett Da-
shiell, a descendant of 
enslaved workers at Long 
Hill, delivered remarks on 
behalf of the community of 
Wetipquin. 

Another important aspect 
of the park will be educating 
the public about the Indige-
nous people who inhabited 
the land.  

DNR hosted representa-
tives of the Pocomoke Indian 
Nation and the Nause-Wai-
wash Band of Indians, who 
continue to maintain a rela-
tionship with the lands. The 
Nause-Waiwash Band are de-
scendants of two Nanticoke 
villages who encountered 
English explorer John Smith 
in the 1600s. 

“Places like Wetipquin 
Creek State Park help us 
honor those that came before 
us and see more clearly who 
we are and where we have 
come from,” said Chichi Ny-
agah-Nash, deputy chief of 
staff to Gov. Wes Moore. 
“They remind us that the 
story of Maryland, and the 
story of America, is only 
complete when we tell the 
truth about the people who 
built this nation, sustained its 

communities, cared for its 
landscapes, and expanded our 
understanding of freedom 
and belonging. Wetipquin 
Creek State Park does this 
and today we’re making a 
promise to carry this legacy 
forward.” 

The Maryland Park Service 
continues dedicating and 
celebrating several new prop-
erties around the state as part 
of its work to expand access 
to public lands.  

As the United States cele-
brates its 250th year of inde-
pendence, many of these new 
parks and public lands tell 
important stories about Mary-
land’s history. Earlier in the 
year, the Maryland Park 
Service accepted the donation 
of two acres of land, includ-
ing a historic African-Amer-
ican cemetery at the 
Revolutionary War-era Ca-
toctin Furnace and added it to 
Cunningham Falls State Park, 
and celebrated the dedication 
of Freedman’s State Park in 
Montgomery County, which 
encompasses 1,000 acres of 
land once owned and farmed 
by a formerly enslaved 
family who were able to self-
emancipate and whose de-
scendants shaped the Civil 
Rights Movement in Mary-
land.   

 

Wetipquin Creek State Park in Wicomico County includes the house and grounds of the 
historic Long Hill house, the creek for which the park is named, and more than 400 acres of 
marsh and forest showcasing the Delmarva Peninsula’s natural features.  

photo by Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
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  PUBLIC NOTICES                                   

Michael G. Day, ESQ. 
Michael G. Day & Associates, PC 

10715 Downsville Pike 
PO Box 889 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83728 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF William R. Henne-
berger. 

Notice is given that Amy S. Henne-
berger, 14403 Woods Walk Ln., Midlo-
thian, VA 23112-2411 and Jamey W. 
Henneberger, 9121 Paddock Ln., Poto-
mac, MD 20854-2336 were on July 23, 
2026 appointed personal representa-
tives of the estate of William R. Henne-
berger who died on July 9, 2026 with a 
will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representatives or the at-
torney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tatives shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 23rd 
day of January, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 23rd day 
of January, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tives or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Amy S. Henneberger 
Jamey W. Henneberger 

Personal Representatives 
True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-5-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83741 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Edward Vincent 
Potts. 

Notice is given that Gwen Diane Bar-
ron, 308 Overbrook Rd., Hagerstown, 
MD 21742-3482 was on July 28, 2026 
appointed personal representative of 
the estate of Edward Vincent Potts who 
died on November 11, 2025 without a 
will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 28th 
day of January, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 28th day 
of January, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Gwen Diane Barron 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-5-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83718 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF David Musick 
Kennedy. 

Notice is given that Margaret Ga-
lasso, 2403 Hightee Ct., Crofton, MD 
21114-2540 was on July 27, 2026 ap-
pointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of David Musick Kennedy who 
died on June 16, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 27th 
day of January, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 27th day 
of January, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Margaret Galasso 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-5-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83712 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Roger Leather-
man Fiery, Jr. 

Notice is given that Douglas Fiery, 
280 E. Magnolia Ave., Hagerstown, MD 
21742-3426 was on July 22, 2026 ap-
pointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of Roger Leatherman Fiery, Jr. 
who died on July 6, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 22nd 
day of January, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 22nd day 
of January, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Douglas Fiery 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-5-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83649 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Samuel Filmore 
Turner. 

Notice is given that Alan Michael 
Turner, 11222 Cristins Cir., Hager-
stown, MD 21742-4419 and Hope Eliz-
abeth Daughtery, 13547 Donnybrook 
Dr., Hagerstown, MD 21742-2502 were 
on July 23, 2026 appointed Personal 
Representatives of the estate of Sam-
uel Filmore Turner who died on April 
11, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representatives or the at-
torney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tatives shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 23rd 
day of January, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 23rd day 
of January, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tives or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Alan Michael Turner 
Hope Elizabeth Daughtery 
Personal Representatives 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-5-3th

J. Russell Robinson III, ESQ. 
Robinson & Robinson 

152 W. Washington Street 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83014 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Larry Douglas 
Artz. 

Notice is given that Kimberly Artz, 
120 Old National Pike, Hagerstown, 
MD 21740-1575 was on July 22, 2026 
appointed personal representative of 
the estate of Larry Douglas Artz who 
died on September 4, 2023 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 22nd 
day of January, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 22nd day 
of January, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Kimberly Artz 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-5-3th

Julian J. Moss, ESQ. 
Parker Simon Attorneys at Law 
401 N. Washington St. Ste. 445 

Rockville, MD 20850-0707 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83617 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF George William 
Gipe, Jr. 

Notice is given that Michelle Simon, 
ESQ., 401 N. Washington St. Suite 
445, Rockville, MD 20850 was on July 
31, 2026 appointed personal represen-
tative of the estate of George William 
Gipe, Jr. who died on May 4, 2025 with-
out a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 31st 
day of January, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 31st day 
of January, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Michelle Simon, ESQ. 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-12-3th

NOW ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS 
Monthly Consignment Equipment Auctions 

Heavy Equipment •  Construction Equipment 
Farm Equipment • Tools • Vehicles • Work Trucks 

Trailers • Shipping Containers and More!  

Join Us For Our 
Monthly Online 
Consignment 

Equipment 
Auction 

Download Our Bidding 
App From Google Play or 

App Store: Mountain 
Momma Machinery 

Register & Bid Today!

301-707-6866 
7380 Valley Road • Berkeley Springs, WV 
www.mountainmommamachinery.com 
SCAN QR CODE FOR LINK TO CATALOG

Use Your Local Library
HANCOCK VETERANS
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

301-678-5300
Monday Closed
Tuesday 11:30-7:00
Wednesday 11:30-7:00
Thursday 11:30-7:00
Friday 11:30-6:00
Saturday 10:15-2:00
Sunday Closed

MID-CENTURY 
HOUSEHOLD 

ESTATE  AUCTION  
LOCATED AT 111 BARNETTS RUN ROAD 

 WARFORDSBURG, PA 
Saturday, August 22 • 9 a.m. 

 
Most of the items in this sale are dated from the 1930s to 1980s  

with there being very few antiques. Many of the items, especially 
the furniture, is in very good condition for its age. Some of the items 
to be sold include: jewelry, retro toys, dolls, vintage Christmas 
 items, very clean furniture, gliding rockers, coffee table, beautiful 
Mid-Century dining table, vintage children’s tricycles, galvanized 
wash tubs, Pyrex, depression glass, film projector, pottery, vintage 
kitchenware, Bassett Mid-Century bedroom set, curio cabinet and 
trinkets, tin and cast iron toys, artwork prints, watches, old photos, 
some carnival glass, scales, collectible cans, some tools, outdoor 
hand tools, plastic garden wagon, child’s dresser and other  
glassware, collectibles and more. 

TERMS: CASH OR GOOD CHECK ONLY 
NO BUYER’S PREMIUM 

AUCTIONEER: Carter Reed AU006447  
PHONE: 717-729-0544

Letters To The Editor 
over 400 words 

will not be published.

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83588 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF James Clepper 
Failor. 

Notice is given that Pamela Kay 
Porter, 4322 42nd St. NW, Washington, 
DC 20016-2152 was on August 5, 2026 
appointed Personal Representative of 
the estate of James Clepper Failor who 
died on May 21, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 5th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 5th day of 
February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Pamela Kay Porter 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

Jessica H. McConnell 
Jimeno & Gray, P.A. 

231 Najoles Rd. Ste 400 
Millersville, MD 21108-2682 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83755 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Robert George 
Lashway. 

Notice is given that Robert Brennen 
Lashway, 617 Hollywood Rd., Severna 
Park, MD 21146-3411 was on August 
11, 2026 appointed personal represen-
tative of the estate of Robert George 
Lashway who died on May 27, 2026 
without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 11th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 11th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Robert Brennen Lashway 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83758 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Mary Josephine 
Manspeaker. 

Notice is given that Amanda Marie 
Manspeaker, 11504 Twinebridge Ct., 
Hagerstown, MD 21742-8179 and Mat-
thew Wesley Manspeaker, 154 Canal 
Rd., Falling Waters, WV 25419-4804 
were on August 10, 2026 appointed 
Personal Representatives of the estate 
of Mary Josephine Manspeaker who 
died on July 25, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representatives or the at-
torney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tatives shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 10th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 10th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tives or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Amanda Marie Manspeaker 
Matthew Wesley Manspeaker 

Personal Representatives 
True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83721 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Sheri Lynne 
Custer. 

Notice is given that Danielle Renee 
Shank, 13617 Creek View Dr., Hager-
stown, MD 21740-1195 was on August 
3, 2026 appointed Personal Represen-
tative of the estate of Sheri Lynne 
Custer who died on June 27, 2026 with 
a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 3rd 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 3rd day of 
February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Danielle Renee Shank 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83735 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Diana Lisle 
Turner. 

Notice is given that Christine Dawn 
Turner, 110 Catawba Pl., Hagerstown, 
MD 21742-6518 was on August 11, 
2026 appointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Diana Lisle Turner 
who died on July 18, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 11th 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 11th day 
of February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Christine Dawn Turner 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

PUR-1833 
SOLE SOURCE PROCUREMENT 
PEER RECOVERY SERVICES AT 
THE DAY REPORTING CENTER 
 
On July 21, 2026, the Board of 

County Commissioners of Washington 
County, Maryland awarded a sole 
source procurement for Peer Recovery 
Services at the Day Reporting Center 
in the amount of $64,500 from Recover 
and Rise, LLC of Frederick, MD. 

 
This procurement is permitted under 

Section 1.106.2. (a)(1) (2) of the Code 
of the Public Local Laws of Washington 
County, Maryland stating that a sole 
source procurement is permissible 
when (1) only one source exists that 
meets the County’s requirements and 
(2) The compatibility of equipment, ac-
cessories, or replacement parts is the 
paramount consideration.  Publication 
of this notice is in compliance with Sec-
tion 1.106.2.(e)(1) & (2) (1)of the Code 
of the Public Local Laws of Washington 
County, Maryland. 

 
By Authority of: 

Brandi J. Kentner 
Procurement Director 

8-19-1th

     SELL IT IN 
The Hancock News 

301-678-6255
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  PUBLIC NOTICES                                   

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83404 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Eileen Mary Beck. 

Notice is given that Richard Paul 
Heffner, 2019 Beacon Pl., Reston, VA 
20191-4843 was on August 03, 2026 
appointed Personal Representative of 
the estate of Eileen Mary Beck who 
died on March 28, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 3rd 
day of February, 2027. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 3rd day of 
February, 2027. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Richard Paul Heffner 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-3th

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83759 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Roger Lee Bivens. 
Notice is given that Dawn Marie 

Souders, 195 Klondike Rd., Warfords-
burg, PA 17267-8724 was on August 7, 
2026 appointed personal representa-
tive of the small estate of Roger Lee 
Bivens who died on July 24, 2026 with 
a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Dawn Marie Souders 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-1thn

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83561 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Larry Vernon 
Schildtknecht. 

Notice is given that Kelly Bedient, 
708 Northern Ave., Hagerstown, MD 
21742-2724 was on August 10, 2026 
appointed personal representative of 
the small estate of Larry Vernon 
Schildtknecht who died on April 8, 2026 
without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Kelly Bedient 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 
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SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83706 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Kenneth Eugene 
Angle. 

Notice is given that Dorothy Marie 
Ritenour, 742 Medway Rd., Hager-
stown, MD 21740-4130 was on August 
4, 2026 appointed personal represen-
tative of the small estate of Kenneth Eu-
gene Angle who died on June 4, 2026 
with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Dorothy Marie Ritenour 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-1thn

Cacapon Resort State Park activities
Thursday, August 20  

10 a.m. - Leaf and Flower 
Pounding. With the use of 
hammers or rocks, we’ll 
pound leaves onto a muslin 
cloth to make designs. Learn-
ing about various leaves and 
flowers will also occur.  

1 p.m. - WV Snakes. Let’s 
explore venomous vs. non 
venomous snakes of WV. 
See and feel some snake skin, 
snake bones, and replicas. 
We will also ID some identi-
fying characteristics of some 
common snakes. Milk snakes 
get confused with copper-
heads. Can you tell the differ-
ence?  

2:30 p.m. - Adult Monarch 
Survey. Help the park natu-
ralists conduct a survey for 
Monarch Joint Venture. 
Count monarchs in our 2 acre 
wildflower field and monarch 
waystation.  

Friday, August 21  
10 a.m. - Microworlds 

Around Us. We will use mi-
croscopes of various sizes 
and magnification on a walk 
to look at living and non liv-
ing objects. 3-D observations 
and slide observations will 
occur. Focus on Pollinators.  

1 p.m. - Monarch Hour. 
Learn all about our WV State 
butterfly: life cycle and the 
great migration. Videos, 
games, & crafts. Can you 
find monarch eggs, caterpil-
lars, chrysalis or adults in our 
pollinator garden?  

3 p.m. - I Spy Monarch 
Butterflies. Can you find 
monarch eggs, caterpillars, 
chrysalis or adults in our pol-
linator garden? Children can 
win a sticker. Fun for all 
ages. Eggs, caterpillars, and 
adults have been found.  

4-6 p.m. - Meet & Greet at 
the Lodge. Welcome to Caca-
pon. The park naturalist is on 
site to share nature center 
programming and weekend 
events.  

8:30 p.m. - The Great 
Glow Stick Walk. Meet the 
naturalist outside on the 
North Terrace patio for this 
night hike on the golf course. 
Free glowstick bracelets, 
necklaces and more. Observe 
night sounds and evening 
wildlife too.  

Saturday, August 22  
9:30 a.m. - Nature Hike. 

Join park volunteer and Poto-
mac Valley Master Naturalist 
to learn about the park’s ge-
ology. Nature Center.  

1 p.m. - Homestead Fossil 
Search Hike. Join us on the 
Hovermale Homestead loop. 
We will search for fossils 
along the trail. We’ll talk 
about local geology and 
WV’s state fossils.  

3 p.m. - I Spy Monarch 
Butterflies. Can you find 
monarch eggs, caterpillars, 
chrysalis or adults in our pol-
linator garden?  

7 p.m. - Irish Road Bowl-
ing. We’ll do West Virginia 
Irish Road Bowling. We use 
a small cannonball, divide 
everyone into teams and 
bowl around our Nature 
Center Circle Loop to play. 
The lowest score wins.  

8-10 p.m. - Night Hike 
Sights & Sounds plus a Moth 
Magic Blacklight Sheet. 
Starting at the Lower Lake 
Boat Dock, we’ll seek out 
night creatures. From there 

we’ll walk up to the Middle 
Fork Cabins taking in the 
night skies and night sounds. 
You are welcome to do a por-
tion of this walk or the entire 
stretch. At the end, we’ll stop 
at the nature center and see 
what moths, macroinverte-
brates or beetles our black-
light may have attracted.  

Sunday, August 23  
9-11:30 a.m. - At Berkeley 

Springs State Park: 1. Critter 
Find: Use nets to catch 
critters found in the warm 
springs stream. 2. Mammal 
Mania: Stop by and see our 
mammal pelt of WV.  

1 p.m. - A Lizard's Life. 
We’ll learn about WV li-
zards. If it is sunny, there’s a 
good chance we’ll see 1 or 2 
different species around the 
nature center.  

3 p.m. - Turtle Talk. Dis-
cover all about the woodland 
box turtle while playing this 
fun game.  

Monday, August 24  
10 a.m. - Tai Chi. This vol-

unteer led class will help in-
crease balance, flexibility, 
and focus on connection to 
mind, body, & spirit. Loca-
tion lodge.  

10 a.m. - Meadow Walk. 
Discover the many polli-
nators and look for monarch 
caterpillars. Meet at the na-
ture center.  

1 p.m. - I Spy Monarch 
Butterflies. Can you find 
monarch eggs, caterpillars, 
chrysalis or adults in our pol-
linator garden?  

2:30 p.m. - Butterfly 
Bingo. Learn all about but-
terflies while playing this fun 
game. 

Tuesday, August 25  
10 a.m. - Woodpecker 

Wow! Meet at the nature 
center. West Virginia has a 
wide variety of woodpeckers 
with many right here in Caca-
pon. Join us for a talk on 
woodpecker facts & calls and 
a short walk to ID them.  

1 p.m. - All About Bats. 
Meet at the nature center. 
Bats are important to ecosys-
tems. We’ll discuss common 
WV bats, their habitats, their 
importance and their chal-
lenges.  

3 p.m. - Monarch Life 
Cycle. Did you know that the 
monarch butterfly undergoes 
complete metamorphosis? 
Let’s find out more about 
what's happening in the 
chrysalis.  

Wednesday, August 26  
10 a.m. - Insect Safari. 

Learn about insect body 
structure and capture various 
pollinator garden insects, col-
ony insects and stream ben-
thos macroinvertebrates.  

1 p.m. - The CCC Boys, A 
West Virginia Legacy. This 
30 minute film shares how 
the Civilian Conservation 
Corps in the late 1930’s were 
active with conservation proj-
ects in our WV state parks 
and forests. A short guided 
history walk to follow the 
video weather permitting.  

2:30 p.m. - Pollinator Pur-
suit. Join us to fill out a polli-
nator journal and learn more 
about pollinators and pollina-
tion. After, we will conduct a 
citizen science survey to de-
termine what lives in the gar-
den and what flowers they 
are attracted to. 

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83767 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Robert Edgar 
Long, Sr. 

Notice is given that Robert E. Long, 
Jr., 310 E. Franklin St., Hagerstown, 
MD 21740-4924 was on August 10, 
2026 appointed personal representa-
tive of the small estate of Robert Edgar 
Long, Sr. who died on May 11, 2026 
without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Robert E. Long, Jr. 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-1thn

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83752 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Evan Lynn Mun-
son. 

Notice is given that Belinda Ann 
Bowers, 20511 Trovinger Mill Rd., Hag-
erstown, MD 21742-5208 was on Au-
gust 6, 2026 appointed personal 
representative of the small estate of 
Evan Lynn Munson who died on July 
20, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Belinda Ann Bowers 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-1thn

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83057 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Wilbur Allen It-
nyre, Jr. 

Notice is given that Richard Itnyre, 
51 Stanford Rd., Hagerstown, MD 
21742-4519 was on August 11, 2026 
appointed personal representative of 
the small estate of Wilbur Allen Itnyre, 
Jr. who died on October 16, 2025 with 
a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Richard Itnyre 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-1thn

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83139 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Joseph Walton 
McJilton. 

Notice is given that Darryl Joseph 
McJilton, 648 River Oak Ct., Salisbury, 
MD 21801-5366 and Charles McJilton, 
300 Lassen Ct., Bel Air, MD 21015-
6222 were on August 7, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representatives of the 
small estate of Joseph Walton McJilton 
who died on December 3, 2025 with a 
will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representatives or the at-
torney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tives or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Darryl Joseph McJilton 
Charles McJilton 

Personal Representatives 
True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd8-19-1thn

SUDOKU

The objective is to fill a 9x9 grid with digits so that each 
column, each row and each of the nine 3x3 sub-grids that 
compose the grid contains all of the digits from 1 to 9. 
Answer elsewhere in paper.
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Washington County to dedicate  
250th Anniversary Time Capsule during ceremony

Washington County Gov-
ernment welcomes residents, 
community partners and vis-
itors to join the official ded-
ication of the Washington 
County 250th Anniversary 
Time Capsule on Tuesday, 
September 29, at 2 p.m. The 
event will take place at the 
Marty Snook Park Pool Area, 
located at 17901 Halfway 
Boulevard, Hagerstown. 

This dedication marks a 
highlight of the County's 
yearlong 250th Anniversary 
celebration. The time capsule 
will safeguard artifacts, pho-
tographs, letters and memora-
bilia that embody the spirit, 
achievements and history of 
Washington County in 2026. 
It will remain sealed until 
2076, when it will be opened 
in conjunction with the na-
tion's 300th anniversary cele-
bration. 

The public ceremony will 
honor this historic milestone 
by recognizing the people, 

organizations and events that 
have shaped Washington 
County over the past 250 
years, while preserving 
today's narrative for future 
generations. The 250th Anni-
versary has provided an op-
portunity to reflect on our 
rich history and envision the 

future. The time capsule 
stands as a testament to our 
community’s legacy, offering 
future generations a window 
into the people, traditions and 
accomplishments that define 
Washington County today. 

Residents are welcome to 
attend this meaningful event 

as the County concludes one 
of its signature 250th Anni-
versary initiatives. The cere-
mony will celebrate our 
shared history and ensure that 
a snapshot of life in Washing-
ton County is preserved for 
those who will call it home 
50 years from now.

Virtual trivia night

Play a live, online quiz 
game. This virtual event will 
take place on Thursday, Sep-
tember 17 from 7:30 p.m.-9 
p.m. Join Master Naturalist 
Roy Boyle for a fun night of 
trivia and learning as we ex-
plore this month’s theme, 
The Secret Science of Fall 
Leaf Colors. This engaging 
evening program is held over 
Zoom, so you can join in 
from the comfort of your fa-
vorite chair. 

This month’s Kahoot will 
examine how and why leaves 
change color in the fall. 

Kahoots are best played in 
a group setting, so we are ex-
cited to join together with fel-
low players virtually. We will 
play as a group with Boyle as 

our team leader and host. 
Brand new to Kahoots? Roy 
will be available to answer 
any questions you may have 
at the beginning and along 
the way. 

This event is free and open 
to the public. Anyone is wel-
come to join in. Pre-registra-
tion is required and limited to 
25 participants.  

For more information and 
to register, go to www. 
potomacaudubon.org/event/ 
kingfisher-kahoot-virtual-
t r iv ia -n ight - the-secre t -
science-of-fall-leaf-colors/. 

Contact PVMN at 
PVMN@PotomacAudubon. 
org or 681-252-1387 with 
any questions you may have. 

 

Trail Steward volunteer opportunities
Join Potomac Valley Au-

dubon Society for Trail Stew-
ards volunteer workdays in 
September. Help us maintain 
the trails and preserve fea-
tures for all of our visitors. 
All hands are welcome and 
helpful. See the following list 
for the dates and locations of 
Trail Stewards volunteer 
workdays.  

Cool Spring Preserve, 1469 
Lloyd Road, Charles Town, 
W.Va., Friday, September 11 
from 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. and 
Wednesday, September 23 
from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Yankauer Nature Preserve, 
438 Whitings Neck Road, 
Martinsburg, W.Va., Tues-
day, September 1 from 3-
5:30 p.m.; Thursday, 
September 10 from 9-11:30 
a.m. and Friday, September 
25 from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

Stauffer’s Marsh Nature 
Preserve, 4069 Back Creek 
Valley Road, Hedgesville, 
W.Va., Wednesday, Sep-

tember 9 from 9:30 a.m.-12 
p.m. and Tuesday, September 
22 from 4-6:30 p.m. 

Eidolon Nature Preserve, 
Wednesday, September 2 

from 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. and 
Tuesday, September 29 from 
9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. 

These events are free and 
open to the public. Note that 
we may not have an age-ap-
propriate task for children, as 
these volunteer workdays are 
geared towards ages 16+. 
Children under 16 are wel-
come to attend, as long as 
they are accompanied by an 
adult. Throughout the year, 
we periodically host family-
oriented volunteer workdays. 
Registration is not required, 
but is appreciated for plan-
ning purposes. If you do not 
register, we cannot contact 
you about event changes or 
cancellations. For additional 
details and to register, go to 
h t t p s : / / w w w . p o t o m a c 
audubon.org/calendar/. 

Rick Reeves Jazz Orchestra to close out the 
Berkeley Springs State Park Concerts 

The Morgan Arts Council 
(MAC) announces the final 
concert of its Saturday Con-
certs in the Berkeley Springs 
State Park, part of their 2026 
Summer Concert Series, fea-
turing the Rick Reeves Jazz 
Orchestra.  

Led by Rick Reeves, the 
Rick Reeves Jazz Orchestra 
brings the energy, sophisti-
cation and excitement of a 
full jazz orchestra to the 
stage. Audiences can expect 
an entertaining evening filled 
with the rich sounds of big-

band jazz, making it the per-
fect way to cap off another 
successful summer of live 
music presented by the Mor-
gan Arts Council in the 
Berkeley Springs State Park.  

Guests are welcome to take 
a lawn chair or blanket, settle 
into the park, and experience 
an evening of free live music 
surrounded by the historic 
charm of downtown Berkeley 
Springs.  

The concert is free and 
open to the public, and all are 
welcome to attend.  

One concert remains for 
the Friday Concert Series on 
the Charlotte’s Café Garden 
Stage. The Jessie Milnes 
Band will be performing on 
Friday, August 28. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. and the music 
starts at 7 p.m.  

For detailed information on 
the concert series and partic-
ipating performers, go to mac 
icehouse.org or call 304-258-
2300. 

Rick Reeves jazz orchestra

ARTICLES MAY  
BE EDITED   

  Articles submitted to The 
Hancock News may be ed-
ited for clarity, style and 
content and to conform to 
the newspaper's policies and 
protect against libel.

Waiting on your paper??? 
Maybe It’s Time To Renew
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The Hancock News  
105 West Main Street • Hancock, MD 21750 

Mail to: P.O. Box 567 • Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 

304-258-1800           www.thehancocknews.com
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Classified Ads

FOR SALE 
DOUBLE Roll 

Coupon Tickets $10.24 
for sale at The Morgan 
Messenger and The 
Hancock News offices.   
                     pd1/1- tfmh 

YARD sale signs now 
available at The Morgan 
Messenger and The 
Hancock News offices. 
Also many other signs 
including Posted, No 
Trespassing and No 
Hunting.          1/1- tfmh 

OFFICE SUPPLIES 
for sale at The Morgan 
Messenger office, 304-
258-1800.    pd1/1- tfmh

ANIMALS 
LEONA’S Pet 

Grooming, Boarding 
and Bath. 304-258-
1268.                1/1- tfmh 

RENTALS 
A P A R T M E N T S 

available in Berkeley 
Springs. Price $700 - 
$1,250. Call McKayla at 
717-375-8601.                
                      pd7/29-4mh 

M O U N T A I N T O P 
2BR/2BA house, great 
room, W/D, renovated, 
secluded, $1,700/month 
with S/D. Contact 703-
258-9619.       8/12- tfmh

SERVICES 
AUCTIONEER - Ap-

praiser. Ronnie R. Zim-
merman, 301-331-6821. 
MD - PA & WV.            
                            1/7- tfh 

APPLIANCES - 
Sales & service for the 
Tri-State Area. Gor-
don’s Garage & Appli-
ance. Needmore, Pa. 
717-573-2590. Prompt 
& reasonable.               
                        11/14- tfh 

BEDDOW’S Septic 
Service, Inc. 304-258-
1527 or 304-671-1773.   
                         10/3- tfh

YARD SALES 
SATURDAY & Sun-

day, August 22nd & 
23rd, 8 a.m.- ?, 84 Elmer 
Pentoney Lane off of 
New Hope Rd., Berke-
ley Springs. Clothing, 
shoes, household appli-
ances, home decor, out-
door furniture, milk 
glass/other glassware 
and much more.              
                      pd8/19-1mh 

Classified Ads - 25 cents per word first week, 18 cents per word 
for the same ad in each issue thereafter. Minimum charge $1.00. An 
additional charge of a $1.00 for each ad not paid for when placed.

METAL 
ROOFING 
Metal Shingles and 

Panels Installed 
ELI W. BYLER 

814-845-7584 
Insured

Providing Warmth and Comfort To
Our Community

Ask About our Propane Service, Fireplaces & Stoves
BLUE FLAME, INC.
1834 Valley Road ~ Berkeley Springs, WV
(304) 258-3495 ~ (301) 678-6712
www.bfpropane.com   Like Us on Facebook

December 31 -  January 6,  2024
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Try to put yourself in someone else’s 
shoes this week, Capricorn. When you’re 
so focused on your life you may miss 
how it affects others around you.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Start coming up with some new ideas to 
keep your brain busy. You might need to 
delve into a different career or a new 
hobby to challenge yourself.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, after some initial upheaval this 
week, your life starts to calm down a 
little. There may be one lingering issue 
that needs to get worked out, but you’ll 
handle it.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, someone you care about or 
admire could come under scrutiny this 
week. Whether it is deserved or not, this 
person will be in the hot seat and can 
use your support.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you could project an intensity 
this week that has other people running 
for cover. Consider adding a little sugar 
to your presentation. You’ll still get your 
point across. 

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, make an effort to gain greater 
control over your finances. Develop a 
budget and stick to it. Soon you’ll enjoy 
a new level of financial freedom.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 
Cancer, see what is going on with 
friends this week, as you are likely in 
the mood to have some fun. You’ll 
never know what’s on the agenda 
unless you ask. 

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you may run into a little 
interference with a project due to 
someone’s ego getting in the way. 
This person seemingly is not a team 
player and it could affect your plans. 

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Visualizing what you want is not a 
waste of time, Virgo. In fact, it can 
help you map out a plan of attack to 
accomplish your goals. Start making 
a to-do list.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, a personal relationship that 
was derailed will get back on track 
this week. After some conflicts, it 
finally seems like you’re both on the 
same page once more.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, do not let it get you down if 
you’re paired with someone on a 
project who is not your first choice. 
Focus on the task at hand and you 
may find you work well together.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Even if your life seems to be a 
mystery right now, you do not have 
to figure out all the answers right 
away. Take time to mull things over. 

December 14 - 20, 2025
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 
Newfound communication 
heightens the relationship you 
have with a romantic partner 
this week. Feelings and memo-
ries are shared willingly, and you 
may learn something new. 
 
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 
A number of interesting visitors 
may come to your home this 
week, Aquarius. At least one may 
present some fascinating facts 
on a subject that is new to you. 
Enjoy the interaction. 
 
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 
Pisces, expect some interesting 
new neighbors to move in 
shortly. A friend will likely intro-
duce you to these people, and a 
relationship could bloom. 
 
ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 
You have been looking for some 
new ways to make some extra 
money, and now might be the 
time to start putting your plan in 
motion. Good fortune awaits. 
 
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 
Passion is on your mind this 
week, Taurus. Get together with 
a spouse or romantic partner and 
enjoy an evening with just the 
two of you. Embrace this chance 
to let the sparks fly.  
 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 
A gift would be a wonderful sur-
prise for a loved one or friend 
this week. Perhaps there is 
something that this person has 
had an eye on for some time 
now? 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22  
A group activity may bring new 
information and people into 
your life, Cancer. You might 
meet people from  different 
backgrounds. Keep your eyes 
and ears open.  
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 
Leo, you might be interested in 
expanding your horizons. You 
could think about attending a 
lecture or seeing a documen-
tary on a particular subject. The 
education will enlighten.   
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 
Virgo, a long-awaited phone 
call or text from a person who 
has been out of touch for some 
time could come through this 
week. This may reopen the 
lines of communication be-
tween you both.  
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 
Libra, if finances have been on 
your mind, now is a good time 
to read the financial pages or 
study the stock reports. You 
also may want to sit down with 
a financial planner.  
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 
Keep communication with 
business partners warm, open 
and honest. This will help you 
see your ideas come to fruition. 
It’s always easier to catch flies 
with honey than vinegar.  
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 
Your tasks should go smoothly 
and quickly this week, particu-
larly any paperwork you may 
have. Others are willing to help 
out if you need it. 

August 23 - 29, 2026
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 
There may be surprises around 
the workplace this week, Capri-
corn. A supervisor may be send-
ing mix signals. Ride out this 
unsettled time. 
 
 
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 
Aquarius, patience is an asset this 
week. A careful approach to 
problem-solving will yield the re-
sults you’re seeking. 
 
 
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 
Try not to question the mysteries 
of the universe right now, Pisces. 
Unconventional vibes are coming 
your way, which may lead you on 
some bizarre, yet enjoyable jour-
neys. 
 
 
ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 
Good vibes are heading your way, 
Aries. Cosmic energy continues 
through your sign, showing vi-
sions of future ambitions. 
 
TAURUS 
 – Apr 21/May 21 
Appreciate the world around you, 
Taurus. It’s easy to get fixated on 
what isn’t working, but be grate-
ful for all of the things that are 
going right.  
 
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 
Gemini, light banter is the name 
of the game for conversation this 
week. Avoid any topics that can 
lead to confrontation or confu-
sion. 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22  
You may have a sudden urge to 
get organized at home or the 
office, Cancer. Spend time sort-
ing and clearing out the clutter 
to be more productive.   
 
 
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 
Celebrate yourself this week, 
Leo. You deserve some recogni-
tion just for being you. What 
better person than you to initi-
ate that?  
 
 
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 
Your responsibilities are at an 
all-time high right now, Libra. 
That means you are in high de-
mand. Pick and choose projects 
to fit your schedule. 
 
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 
Give yourself a break, Libra. You 
have been putting your nose to 
the grindstone for a long time. 
You deserve an opportunity to 
enjoy the lighter side of life for 
a bit. 
 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 
Scorpio, advocate and negoti-
ate for yourself as much as you 
can in the days to come. Some 
skillful self-promotion can 
open new and exciting doors.  
 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 
Right now your demeanor is 
sensitive and compassionate, 
Sagittarius. Unfortunately, this 
can make you vulnerable, so 
keep your friends close. 

CROSSWORD This Week’s Crossword Answers

ON THE ROAD WORD SEARCH

AMBULANCE 
BOTTLENECK 
BOULEVARD 
COMMUTER 
CONGESTION 
CONSTRUCTION 

CROSSWALK 
GRIDLOCK 
HIGHWAY 
INTERSECTION 
MOTORCYCLE 
OVERPASS 

PEDESTRIAN 
POLICE 
ROUNDABOUT 
RUSH HOUR 
SPEEDING 
 

STOP SIGN 
TAILGATING 
TRAFFIC LIGHT 
TURN 
VEHICLES
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Blighted properties
(from front) 

“I made it very clear to him 
that the town was not going 
to tear the building down on 
the town’s dime, that the last 
thing the town wanted to do 
was spend a couple hundred 
thousand dollars to tear his 
building down, and that he 
was responsible for it and the 
letter was not to be inter-
preted that way,” Kuczynski 
said. “It was meant to do to 
get him to do something with 
the building.” 

Apple apparently said he’d 
provide engineer documents 
in terms of what action would 
be taken, Kuczynski said. 

Faith said Apple had ap-
plied for building permits, he 
just didn’t follow through. He 

also told Kuczynski he had 
received an email from 
Apple’s contractor saying 
they were in Hancock a year 
ago doing excavation work 
on the building. 

Kuczynski said Apple indi-
cated at their conference he’s 
waiting for the engineer and 
would move forward with 
whatever he said to fix the 
hole in the back of the build-
ing. 

Kuczynski noted Apple 
was also wanting to repair the 
building and put it “back in 
service” instead of tearing it 
down as he had made money 
from it in the past. 

“It wasn’t necessarily a 
delicate conversation,” 
Kuczynski said. “I wasn’t 

outwardly rude, but I wasn’t 
also forgiving.” 

Kuczynski reiterated the 
town hasn’t lost the ability to 
issue citations if they need for 
municipal infractions to get 
them into compliance. 

If that fails, the town can 
follow up with what they 
started. 

Faith said he’d contact Car-
trette every two weeks to 
come to Hancock and doc-
ument what progress, if any, 
is being made on the two 
properties and use that to 
apply more pressure. 

“I’m cautiously optimistic 
we’ll get somewhere produc-
tive,” Kuczynski said. 

 
 

A Main Street building is still the subject of negotiations between the town and owner on 
needed repairs.                                                                                                 photo by Geoff Fox 

Hunter’s has new owners with plans for new 
additions to historic hardware business 

One of the oldest contin-
ually operating businesses in 
Morgan County has entered a 
new era with new owners. 

Local businessman Jay 
Patel purchased Hunter’s 
Hardware, located on Wash-
ington and Independence 
Streets, from Danny Davison 
on July 23. Patel has owned 
and operated the 7-11 in 
downtown Berkeley Springs 
for more than a decade in ad-
dition to owning several other 
business and residential prop-
erties in the county. 

Davison has owned the 
hardware store since 2000 
when he transitioned from 
being a longtime employee to 
boss. 

Under Patel’s ownership 
the downtown hardware and 
building supply business will 
be managed by Jay and Biren 
Patel. Davison will keep 
working at the store on a part-
time basis as he heads into 
semi-retirement. 

“One thing we want every-
one to know is that Hunter’s 
Hardware is, and still will be 
the same Hunter’s Hardware 
you've known and loved. 
This means the same screws, 
tools, supplies, gear, friendly 
service, and commitment to 
our community aren’t going 
anywhere,” the store said in a 
social media post announcing 

the official change in own-
ership last week. 

“For more than 150 years, 
Hunter’s Hardware has been 
part of Berkeley Springs. Jay 
wants to honor that legacy 
while building on it for the 
future for at least 150 years 

more,” they said in the an-
nouncement. 

Upcoming changes under 
the Patel ownership could in-
clude the addition of a U-
Haul Service, a new drinks 
cooler, additional fishing 
gear, packaged waters, fire-

wood for campers and a new 
ReadyIce cooler outside for 
contractors and customers. 

The new owners have also 
promised free coffee every 
Monday, Tuesday and Wed-
nesday. 

 

Pictured from left, in front, are Jay Patel, Danny Davison and Biren Patel. Hunter’s Hard-
ware employees pictured in the back row will remain on staff. 

photo by Hunter’s Hardware 

Bird walks offered 
in September

Potomac Valley Audubon 
Society (PVAS) announces 
bird walks on the following 
dates and locations in Sep-
tember. 

Rolling Ridge Conser-
vancy, 138 Tupelo Lane, 
Harpers Ferry, W.Va. Tues-
day, September 8 from 7:30-
10:30 a.m. 

Join birders Bill Telfair and 
Scot DeGraf to explore the 
habitat and bird life with 
others on the gorgeous trails 
of Rolling Ridge Conser-
vancy, the largest privately-
owned wilderness area near 
Washington, D.C. Anyone 8 
years of age and older with an 
interest in birding is welcome 
to join trip leaders Bill and 
Scot as they explore some of 
the 1500 acres of protected 
woodlands. These walks are 
held on the second Tuesday 
of every month. This is a 
free/donation-based program 
for ages 8 and older. All 

youth must be accompanied 
by an adult. Pre-registration 
is required and limited to 15 
participants, and can be 
found at www.potomac 
audubon.org/event/rolling-
ridge-conservancy-bird-
walk-27/. 

Cool Spring Preserve, 1469 
Lloyd Road, Charles Town, 
W.Va. Wednesday, Sep-
tember 16 from 7:30-10:30 
a.m. 

Join trip leader Bill Telfair 
for a bird walk at Cool Spring 
Preserve. Anyone aged 8 and 
older with an interest is wel-
come to come along, regard-
less of their birding skills. 
The trails at Cool Spring Pre-
serve have a lot to offer. 
From well-maintained foot-
paths to gorgeous views, the 
74 acres of this preserve are 
home to much wildlife. This 
is a free/donation-based pro-
gram for ages 8 and older. All 
youth must be accompanied 
by an adult. Registration is 
required and limited to 15 
participants, and can be 
found at www.potomac 
audubon.org/event/bird-
w a l k - a t - c o o l - s p r i n g - 
preserve-23/. 

Watch for additional walks 
on our website: www. 
potomacaudubon.org. For 
more information, contact 
PVAS staff at info@ 
potomacaudubon.org or 681-
252-1387.

—KID JOKED: Where do 
pencils go on vacation? Pen-
cil-vania! 

—Drivers, pay attention. 
School is back in session. 

—OLD PLANT LORE: 
When the goldenrod is in 
bloom, the first frost is about 
six weeks away. 

—Take down those gypsy 
moth traps if you have them 
and this is the peak time for 
box elder bugs and giant 
hickory aphids. Watch for 
them. 

—Plant new land and re-
seed through the end of the 
month. 

—Charitable contributions 
of food and money to help 
needy local people can be 
sent to the Interfaith Service 
Coalition, 116 West High 
Street, Hancock, MD 21750.  

—Tell our advertisers you 
read about them in The  
Hancock News.

People 
 Told 
 Us...

Use Your Local Library
HANCOCK VETERANS
MEMORIAL LIBRARY

301-678-5300
Monday Closed
Tuesday 11:30-7:00
Wednesday 11:30-7:00
Thursday 11:30-7:00
Friday 11:30-6:00
Saturday 10:15-2:00
Sunday Closed

The Hancock News 
105 West Main Street • Hancock, MD 21750 

301-678-6255 
QUICK QUALITY PRINTING 

Wedding Invitations         Business Cards 
Banners         Brochures         Envelopes

ARTICLES  
MAY BE  
EDITED   

  Articles submitted to The 
Hancock News may be ed-
ited for clarity, style and 
content and to conform to 
the newspaper's policies 
and protect against libel.

Deadline Notice   
  All correspondents and  
advertisers are reminded 
the deadline for submitting 
copy to this publication is 
Monday each week at noon.

Letters To The Editor 
over 400 words 

will not be published.
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