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at a Glance

Deadline Notice
All correspondents and   
advertisers are reminded 
the deadline for submit-
ting copy to this publica-
tion is Monday each 
week at noon.

Wed. 
6/24 
Sunny with northwest winds 5 to 8 
mph, with a high near 79.

79/57

Thurs. 
6/25 
Mostly sunny with calm south winds 
5 to 9 mph and a high around 84.

84/64

Fri. 
6/26 
70% chance of showers, possibly a 
thunderstorm, with a high of 82.

82/65

Sat. 
6/27 
70% chance of showers, possible 
thunderstorm after 2 p.m.

77/65

Sun. 
6/28 
A slight chance of showers and 
thunderstorms. Mostly sunny.

83/66

Hancock police to get new body cameras, equipment
by Geoff Fox 

The Hancock Police Department will 
be getting new body cameras, vehicle 
cameras, and tasers from Axon after 
town officials unanimously approved 
the purchase. 

The cost of the cameras in the Axon 
quote would be $138,361, which would 
break down to a monthly payment of 
$27,819 this August, and then $27,635 
each year through 2030.  

The cost would be for seven body 
cameras, five vehicle cameras, 10 
tasers, and translator. 

Proceeds from the RedSpeed cam-
eras by the high school and elementary 
school. 

The town would be piggy-backing 
off the Maryland State Police to get the 
same price for their cameras. 

Because the state already awarded 
the bid through competitive bidding, 
Town Manager Mike Faith said the 
piggyback would save the taxpayers in 
Hancock a “substantial amount of 
money.” 

He added if the state bids a contract, 
they’ll get a better deal than if Hancock 
were to bid a contract. 

“We get the benefit of the pricing 
that Maryland negotiated for the town,” 
Town Manager Faith said. 

Councilman David Kerns said police 
commissioners and police department 
went through three different companies 
and it just depended on how much the 
town wanted to spend. 

“It’d be nice to have the cameras  
in the cars, but for right now, it would 
be nice just to get the body cams,” he 
said. 

Mayor Roland Lanehart, Jr. said 
those cameras are the town’s number 
one priority. 

The current cameras being worn by 
Hancock Police are in “bad shape” and 
could cause a problem, Kerns added. 

The Axon cameras are considered the 
industry standard for police depart-
ments. 

Sgt. Shawn Faith said the translation 
app on the cameras can translate 50 lan-
guages where the person talks to the 
camera in their language and the cam-
era speaks to the officer in English. It 
works the same way for officer to per-
son. 

Kerns said he understands the di-
lemma Sgt. Faith is facing, and the 
cameras are expensive, but there are 
times when police stop a vehicle and 
the people inside do not speak English 
with police not knowing what they are 
saying to each other, putting officers 
and members of the public at risk. 

To combat that, Kerns said police 
would have to take out their phones and 
use the translate app on that and hope 
it picks up what is being said. 

“It’s all about safety,” Kerns said. 
“Do we have that problem every day? 
No. Do we have murders every day? 
No, but we’ve had three of them in the 
last five years which I don’t want any 
more of.” 

Kerns said those things just happen 
and the town must make sure the police 
are best equipped to handle whatever 
comes up. 

Sgt. Faith said each Hancock officer 
has had multiple stops involving non-
English speakers. 

Town Manager Faith said the current 
levels with RedSpeed cover the costs, 
but you can’t predict the future. 

Lanehart said the town is still work-
ing on getting a RedSpeed camera 
along Main Street or on High Street in 
the areas of Good Shepherd Preschool 
as it’s considered a school. 

The money from RedSpeed is for po-
lice department uses such as the cam-
eras, Kerns said. 

Town Manager Faith said since the 
state’s contract was put out for compet-
itive bidding already, there wouldn’t be 
a better price available.  
see HANCOCK POLICE EQUIPMENT 
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Hancock officials unanimously ap-
proved the purchase of seven Axon 
body cameras, similar to this one, for 
the Hancock Police Department. 

Murphy presents history of Juneteenth

Hancock Historical Society President Dan Murphy stopped by the Hancock Senior Center last Friday, June 19, to present 
a talk on the history and purpose of the national holiday Juneteenth. An interesting discussion followed with all in the group 
sharing experiences. From left to right - Murphy, Sue Shives, Marie Shaw, Bonnie Van Meter, Hazel Dunn, Rose Custer and 
Ellie Lopez.                                                                                                                                       picture courtesy of Dan Murphy

Author shares book, story of leadership with children
by Geoff Fox 

Dr. Shelley Wheeler is a 
retired U.S. Coast Guard 
Veteran, Fire Captain and 
passionate leadership edu-
cator and on Monday, June 
22, she was in Hancock at 
Martha’s House to speak to 
the kids at the Adventures in 
Friendship camp. 

Wheeler, who lives in 
Great Cacapon, spoke to the 
kids after they had returned 
from a short walk to Han-
cock Volunteer Fire Com-
pany for a tour of their 
station. 

She asked the kids about 
fire safety and what to do 
during a fire before talking 
to the kids about leadership 
and being respectful. 

After taking a few  
questions and comments 
from the kids sitting on  
the floor, Wheeler sat  
down and read from her 

book I’m Not Bossy I’m a 
Leader. 

Wheeler told the kids at 
Martha’s House the book 
was inspired and dedicated 
to the children of military 
members and first re-
sponders. 

The book is about Lena 
and throughout her day, it’s 
discovered real leadership 
isn’t about control, it’s 
about care, collaboration, 
and courage. 

After reading the book, 
Wheeler took more ques-
tions and signed books for 
the kids at the camp. 

 

RIGHT: Dr. Shelley 
Wheeler reads from her 
book I’m Not Bossy I’m a 
Leader to the kids at the Ad-
ventures in Friendship 
camp at Martha’s House on 
Monday, June 22.

Town’s water 
shut off  
process  

questioned 
by Geoff Fox 

The way the town handles 
shutting off water to res-
idents has caused a concern 
among people and Director 
of Interfaith Service Coali-
tion Deborah Cohill stepped 
up to address the issue with 
town officials during the 
June town meeting last 
Tuesday evening, June 9. 

“I’m not here to criticize, 
I want to make that per-
fectly clear from the start,” 
she said. “But I come with 
questions, observations, and 
recommendations.” 

Usually, Cohill would ad-
dress officials without 
notes, but as it affected a lot 
of residents, she prepared 
notes so not to overlook 
anything. 

Last year, the water serv-
ice at a personal rental prop-
erty Cohill owns was 
terminated a few hours after 
she had paid the bill at 
Town Hall. 

Cohill said she knew the 
timing as her tenant 
watched out the window, 
took a picture, and told her 
what was going on. 

Upon contacting the town 
office, Cohill was told once 
the crew leaves the office 
with the shut off list, the 
water is deemed discon-
nected, regardless of what 
time the payment is re-
ceived that day. 

She didn’t feel it was fair, 
but due to her relationship 
with the town and considers 
people her friend, Cohill 
didn’t want to cause waves. 

Fast forward to last week, 
the water at the ISC office 
was shut off and was told it 
was disconnected due to 
non-payment. 

“To be clear, neither I 
personally nor the Interfaith 
Service Coalition has any 
financial hardship that 
would prevent payment of a 
water bill,” she said. 

Cohill added that some-
times life gets in the way 
and priorities aren’t ad-
dressed and there are times 
she’s juggling so many 
things, her personal things 
get left out. 

Cohill said postal deliv-
ery or personal circum-
stances may mean that a 
water customer may not get 
a bill when they’re sup-
posed to. 

She said she was com-
pelled to address town offi-
cials as there could be many 
other residents with the 
same circumstances as hers. 

Cohill brought up two in-
stances where a family with 
a terminally ill parent and 
another where a member of 
the household was in the 
hospital recovering from se-
rious injury with a wife 
traveling to be by his side 
having their water ter-
minated. 

There are many others 
coming through the ISC 
doors with similar stories. 
Cohill added she knows 
some people are habitually 
late and just don’t want to 
pay. 

 
see WATER SHUT OFFS 
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Calendar 
of Events 

JUNE
Saturday, June 27 

– Hancock Museum  
open 9-11:30 a.m.,  
basement of Town Hall 

 
Sunday, June 28 

– Hancock Museum  
open 11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.,  
basement of Town Hall 

 
Tuesday, June 30 

– Hancock Rotary Club  
meeting, Hancock  
American Legion,  
12:30 p.m. 

 

Is Your Group or  
Organization Back To 

Having A Regular 
Meeting Schedule? 

To Be Included  
on the Calendar, 

Call 301-678-6255 or  
email news@hancock.us

ACROSS 
  1. Nocturnal S. American 

rodent 
  5. Requesting 
 11. Give temporarily 
 12. Excitedness 
 16. Armed Forces branch 
 17. Actor Harris 
 18. Middle Eastern capital 
 19. Air hostesses 
 24. Partner to “Pa” 
 25. Percussion instrument 
 26. Popular computers 
 27. Reduce light 
 28. Asian mountain range 
 29. Every one of two or 

more 
 30. Absence of difficulty 
 31. A public announcement 

of a proposed marriage 
 33. Whittles 
 34. Impact 
 38. Serviceman 
 39. A French river 
 40. Prehistoric people 
 43. Messenger ribonucleic 

acid 
 44. __ Clapton, musician 
 45. Ancient Greek sophist 
 49. Largest English diction-

ary (abbr.) 
 50. Singer Hansard 
 51. A way to disentangle 
 53. Atomic #93 
 54. Manifesting approval 
 56. Indigo bush 
 58. Former AL MVP 

Vaughn 
 59. Off-Broadway theater 

award 
 60. Fencers 
 63. Small Eurasian deer 

(pl.) 
 64. Relating to passerine 

birds 
 65. Arrange systematically 
  
DOWN 
   1. Colorless fluid 
  2. Of a main artery 
  3. Photographer’s tool 
  4. Blues Traveler hit “But 

__” 

  5. Grew older 
  6. Not the leader 
  7. __ Lang (country 

singer) 
  8. A driver’s license is one 
  9. Nests of pheasants 
 10. Wildebeests 
 13. Equal to one quintillion 

bytes 
 14. Japanese three-stringed 

lute 
 15. Type of cat 
 20. It cools your home 
 21. The ancient Egyptian 

sun god 
 22. Pouches 
 23. German trigraph 
 27. Form of Persian 
 29. Measurement unit 
 30. Body part 
 31. Bridge building degree 
 32. Indicates position 
 33. Political action commit-

tee 
 34. Snack food 
 35. Front part of a 

quadruped 
 36. Locate 
 37. Pitching statistic 
 38. __, myself and I 
 40. City in Utah 
 41. They play in the 

trenches 
 42. “Can’t Touch This” 

rapper __ Hammer 
 44. Type of tree 
 45. Performers 
 46. Slang for mistake 
 47. More open 
 48. Most slick 
 50. Needles 
 51. University of Dayton 
 52. Atomic #11 
 54. Large fish of the mack-

erel family 
 55. Not any 
 57. __ and behold 
 61. Popular sports highlight 

show (abbr.) 
 62. “The Great Lakes 

State”

CROSSWORD

Dear EarthTalk:  
What are agrivoltaics, and why are environmental ad-

vocates so bullish on it? 
 —Pat Billings, Butte, MT 
Agriculture requires large amounts of resources, especially 

water and energy. Almost a third of global greenhouse gases 
are linked to agriculture. As world population grows, the de-
mand for food and agricultural production only increases. 
That’s where agrivoltaics come in, utilizing land for both solar 
installation and agricultural production, fostering a symbiotic 
bond between agriculture and energy.  

Agrivoltaics allows for more efficient land use while also 
protecting agricultural yields. Solar panels protect plants from 
intense weather conditions and prevent them from exceeding 
their light saturation point, while plants help keep solar panels 
cool. The protection of plants also protects economies that rely 
on agriculture. At the same time, solar energy can power es-
sential agricultural needs like equipment. The excess energy 
produced in agrivoltaics is stored in battery banks or trans-
mitted to the grid for other users.  

Agrivoltaics represents the epitome of sustainable agricul-
ture and climate resilience because of its ability to address var-
ious concerns. It also provides a renewable energy system that 
directly limits greenhouse gases by reducing reliance on fossil 
fuels, thus mitigating the carbon footprint involved in agricul-
ture. Agrivoltaics also promotes water conservation by ensur-
ing that plants are not oversaturated with sunlight. 

Chad Higgins, an environmental engineer at Oregon State 
University, told Reuters in 2023 that agrivoltaics nullifies the 
choice between energy and farm production. “The solar versus 
ag debate is a non-starter…They’re [solar panels] like any 
other electronic device, they become more efficient as they 
become cooler, so it can be a truly symbiotic relationship.” 

Challenges still exist, especially cost. The high start-up ex-
penses and the difficulty in having farmworkers adapt to new 
systems are obstacles that reinforce the importance of realism. 
Still, the many advantages of agrivoltaics are a reason for op-
timism. According to Colorado State University, utilizing 
agrivoltaics for land systems can potentially increase farm 
productivity from 35 to 73 percent. Through prioritizing sus-
tainability and energy efficiency, agrivoltaics embody a win-
win situation. 

Agrivoltaics is only becoming more popular. According to 
the U.S. Department of Energy, solar energy could jump from 
providing 4 percent of the U.S. electrical supply to 40 percent 
by 2035. Moreover, policy across the United States from Col-
orado to New York is working to increase awareness, re-
search, and usage of agrivoltaics systems, amplifying it as the 
future of sustainable agriculture. 

EarthTalk® is produced by Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 
501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See more at https://emagazine.com. 
Send questions to: question@earth talk.org. 

 Questions & 
Answers 

About Our 
Environment

How to get in the 
sports section 

 
Getting your team’s scores, team photos and 

schedules into The Hancock News is easy! 
Coaches and representatives of school teams, 
adult and youth leagues are encouraged to report 
their schedules and results in The Hancock 
News, and there are several ways to do it. 

--Bring information to the news office at 105 
West Main Street  (next to the arcade) during 
our regular business hours, or use the drop box 
next to the front door for after-hours submis-
sions. 

--Email information  and photos to the news 
desk at news@hancocknews.us. 

--Call The Hancock News at 301-678-6255. 
A deadline of Monday at noon is set for all reg-

ular submissions, Results from Monday night 
sporting events should be submitted by 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday to make it in that week’s newspaper. 

See you in the sports section!

THE HANCOCK NEWS 
304-258-1800 • P.O. Box 567 • Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 
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The Hancock 
News 

Will Be 
 CLOSED 

Friday, July 3 
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July 4 
Have a Safe Holiday

Letters Policy 
 
Letters to the editor are invited. They must be signed, typed 

and double-spaced. The writer must include a phone number 
and address for verification. 

No more than two letters from any individual will be 
printed in a four-week period. 

Letters are subject to editing. Letters longer than 400 words 
will not be published. Nor will letters that are libelous, too 
personal or not of general interest to the public. 

Letters are a way for citizens to comment on current issues. 
They are not meant to provide anyone with a platform to 
write again and again about their philosophy, group or busi-
ness. 

Thank you notes and political endorsements are considered 
advertising. Form letters are often discarded.
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FREE EVENT
Independence Celebration

Sunday, July 2 • 12 Noon
NEEDMORE BIBLE CHURCH

6939 Great Cove Road • Needmore, PA 17238
A Fun Filled Day of Food and Family Activities and Live Music

Fireworks around 9 p.m.
Cornhole Tournament Sign Up By 2 p.m.

Bring Lawn Chairs, Towels & Extra Clothes
Contact Needmore Bible Church at 717-573-2212

NEEDMORE BIBLE CHURCH 
6939 Great Cove Road • Needmore, PA 

Independence Celebration 
FREE EVENT 

Saturday, July 4 • 2 p.m. 
Meal Starts at 5 p.m. 

Food • Fun • Games • Water Slide 
Cornhole Tournament Sign Up 2 p.m.           Fireworks After Dark 

BRING CHAIRS, TOWELS AND EXTRA CLOTHES 
QUESTIONS CONTACT NIKKI SCHULTZ 717-552-6246

The Home Center

THE HOME CENTER’S
FURNITURE & APPLIANCE GALLERIES

283 West Main Street, Hancock, MD 

301-678-6188
Mon. & Fri. 8:30-7:00; Tues., Wed., Thurs. & Sat. 8:30-5:00

La-Z-Boy Recliners
Lift Chairs

Bedroom Sets
GE Appliances

Living Room Suites and Sectionals
by: La-Z-Boy, Best, Lancer
Large In-Stock Selection

Ready for Immediate, FREE Delivery
Floor Covering

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE
SEE US ON FACEBOOK

Focusing on Adolescent Counseling 
Through a Variety of Techniques 

 
We Also Offer Weekly Yoga 

Chair and Traditional 
 

Check Us Out Online 
twilightsholistichealing.com 

 

ERIN HARRIS-SMITH 
MA, LPC, LPHA 

304-880-4871 

SOUTH 
MORGAN VFD 
10166 Winchester Grade Road 
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 

BINGO 
Sat., June 27 
Payouts Now Starting  
at $40 Regular Games  
& $60 Special Games 
MORE PEOPLE THE  

HIGHER THE PAYOUTS 
Early Birds at 6:45 p.m. 

Regular Play at 7:00 p.m. 
PROGRESSIVE NUMBER 

$1,500 JACKPOT 
Doors Open at 5:30 p.m. 
Refreshments Available 

INFO: 304-258-1319 

Hancock Police report 
the following arrests and 
incidents from the week of 
June 15-21: 

June 15 
911 hang-up, 200 block 

Pennsylvania Avenue. Un-
founded. 

911 hang-up, 200 block 
Pennsylvania Avenue. Acci-
dental. 

Traffic enforcement, Han-
cock area. One stop. 

June 16 
911 hang-up, 100 block 

Pennsylvania Avenue. Un-
founded. 

Service to advise, 100 
block West High Street. Sub-
ject advised. 

Property damage accident, 
100 block West Main Street. 
Information exchanged. 

Disorderly conduct, 200 
block Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Subjects advised. 

June 17 
Traffic enforcement, Han-

cock area. Four stops. 
Service to advise, 100 

block West High Street. Sub-
ject advised. 

Service to advise, Hancock 
area. Subject advised. 

Disorderly conduct, 100 
block West High Street. Road 
Rage. Subjects advised. 

June 18 
911 hang-up, 200 block 

West Main Street. Un-
founded. 

Found property, 100 block 
High Street. Bicycle found. 

Traffic enforcement, Han-
cock area. One stop. 

Assisted EMS, 100 block 
Franklin Street.  

Check well-being, 100 
block West Main Street. 
Baby in vehicle ended up 
being a dog. All okay. 

June 19 
Suspicious person, 200 

block Pennsylvania Avenue. 
Subject checked okay. 

Traffic enforcement, Han-
cock area. Two stops. 

June 20 
911 hang-up, 200 block 

West Main Street. Un-
founded. 

Traffic enforcement, Han-
cock area. Two stops. 

911 hang-up, first block 
Blue Hill Road. Unfounded. 

911 hang-up, first block 
Blue Hill Road. Unfounded. 

June 21 
Noise complaint, 100 block 

Quaker Creek Drive. Kids 
playing in parking lot. Sub-
jects advised. 

Found property, 100 block 
West High Street. Wallet 
found, stored at Police De-
partment for owner to pick 
up. 

Hancock 
Police Report 

301-678-5633

Warfordsburg woman charged,  
Pa. state police investigate accident

A Warfordsburg woman 
was charged after allegedly 
spitting in another person’s 
face earlier this month. 

According to Pennsylvania 
State Police, troopers from 
the McConnellsburg barrack 
received a report of an alter-
cation at Southern Fulton 
High School around 8:47 
p.m. on Tuesday, June 2, in 
Warfordsburg 

Police said it was reported 
that Danielle Swope, 37, al-
legedly spit in the face of the 
48-year-old victim during an 
altercation. 

A harassment citation 
against Swope was filed 
Judge Devin C. Horne. 
Troopers respond to crash 
Just before 4 p.m. on Tues-

day afternoon, June 16, 
troopers from the Pennsylva-
nia State Police McConnells-
burg Barrack responded to a 
two-vehicle crash at the inter-
section of Great Cove Road 
and Thompson Road in 
Needmore. 

Police said the crash oc-
curred as a 2012 Hyundai 
Santa Fe, driven by Lanette 
M. Deneen, 62, of Crystal 
Spring, was traveling south 
on Great Cove Road, at-
tempting to make a left turn 
onto Thompson Road. 

Deneen failed to yield right 
of way to a 2025 Toyota Co-
rolla Cross, driven by Ashley 
R. Shotts, 35, of McConnells-
burg, who was traveling 
north on Great Cove Road. 

Police said Deneen’s ve-
hicle proceeded to hit Shotts’ 
vehicle head on as a result of 
her turning left in front of De-
neen.  

Both vehicles suffered dis-
abling front end damage and 
Bard’s towed both vehicles 
from the scene. 

Shotts and Deneen were 
wearing their seatbelts, but 
they both reported injuries 
following the crash, police 
said.  

Needmore Fire and EMS 
assisted at the scene. 

Hancock police equipment
(from front) 

He also agreed about hav-
ing the cameras in the police 
vehicles as it would be a sec-
ond camera on suspects and 
police officers. 

“I’ve seen a lot of videos 
online where that really 
comes in handy for officer 
safety,” he said. 

Sgt. Faith said there would 
be a forward-facing camera 
and another on the subject in 

the back of the car. 
There’s also a chance there 

could be credit on the current 
tasers that could also factor 
into the final costs. 

That total won’t be much, 
but it would be something to-
ward the final costs. 

“Even if it’s a little bit, it’s 
better than nothing,” Council-
woman Terry Breakall-Smith 
said.

(from front) 
In her 30 years at ISC, Co-

hill has worked with many 
town managers, naming Lou 
Close and David Smith as 
two. 

While there is a reluctance 
to hear how things used to be, 
Cohill said there could be 
some value in learning from 
the past. 

She said both Close and 
Smith loved Hancock and 
looked to help residents when 
they were struggling. 

She said both town man-
agers would call or show up 
before a water shut off to see 
if there were any funds or 
thrift store proceeds available 
to help a family avoid being 
disconnected. 

“I’m not sure how or when 
that element was lost, but I’m 
asking you tonight to please 
revisit it,” she said. 

For the last several years, 
Cohill said a Potomac Edison 
employee would contact her 
office while they were out 
performing service discon-
nections before stopping by 
with a clipboard. 

Cohill said the employee, 
after speaking with her and 
finding out how much ISC 
has to help people, would tell 
the customers that assistance 
is available and encourages 

the customer to seek the as-
sistance from ISC. 

“If a utility company as 
large as Potomac Edison can 
take that extra step and con-
nect people to resources, I be-
lieve the Town of Hancock 
can, too,” she said. 

Cohill also mentioned the 
disconnect fee hurts people as 
well pointing out that no one 
in the meeting room has to 
worry where they’re going to 
get their next meal or putting 
gas in their car. The problem 
is real where over 64% of 
town residents receive some 
sort of public assistance. 

To help with getting people 
to pay their bills, Cohill sug-
gested the town could use 
their social media page and 
the sign on Pennsylvania 
Avenue to post the water bill 
due date and shut off date. 

Mayor Roland Lanehart 
said water shut off is when 
the bill is 60 days, or two 
months, late. 

He said the town could do 
that, but right now there are 
75 to 100 people who haven’t 
paid their bill, it’s been 60 
days late. 

“That’s that much more 
work on the office to call all 
these people” to tell them 
about the water shut off, the 
mayor said. 

He said the town could put 
on the town social media 
page and sign a week before 
shut offs occur. 

The town accepts checks 
for bills up to three days be-
fore those shut offs occur. 
They do not take them the 
day of, though. 

Councilman Josh 
McCusker said when he came 
on council, there were a lot of 
unpaid water bills and that’s 
why they took such a hard 
stance on enforcing shut offs. 

Lanehart said there are 
people who were set up on a 
payment plan under a pre-
vious administration who still 
didn’t pay the bills. 

McCusker said there were 
times those people would be 
told to just pay next quarter 
and everything would just 
end up backing up, making 
the situation a disaster. 

In the past, the town would 
put door hangers with the no-
tifications for cutoff dates, 
but people would tell the 
town office the hanger was 
blown off or put on the wrong 
door along with other ex-
cuses. 

When town officials man-
dated people pay their water 
bills by June 30, 2022, the 
town ended up collecting 
$60,000. 

Councilman David Kerns 
reminded everyone about 
having people updating their 
information last year when 
the town moved to the new 
payment system. 

“A lot of them never came 
in and updated their infor-
mation,” Kerns said. 

Later in the meeting, Town 
Manager Mike Faith said the 
town has an ordinance about 
the water bills and when they 
get shut off. 

He said if the town wants 
him to use the social media 
page or the sign for the shut 
off warning, that’s fine, but it 
contradicts the ordinance. 

“We can do whatever the 
council wants to do, but I rec-
ommend maybe want to look 
at the ordinance and change 
something so we’re following 
our own rules,” Faith said. 

Faith said he’s happy to 
work with anybody, but it’s 
not what the rules were de-
signed to do. 

Lanehart said the town 
would put the notification on 
social media a week before 
the shut off date. 

Faith added there will still 
be people claiming they 
didn’t see the sign on Penn-
sylvania Avenue or they 
don’t have social media. 

Water shut offs

  FAMILY REUNION

ROHM 
The descendants of Clyde 

and Lydia Rohm 58th re-
union will be held Sunday, 
June 28, 12 p.m. at the Rohm 
Park, Indian Grave Run 
Road, Amaranth, Pa. Eat at 1 
p.m. 

For more information call 
Karen Rohm 301-331-3839.

Deadline Notice   
  All correspondents and  
advertisers are reminded 
the deadline for submitting 
copy to this publication is 
Monday each week at noon.

Letters To The Editor 
over 400 words 

will not be published.
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St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church, five miles west of 
Hancock on Resley Road, 301-
678-7180 - Adult Bible and 
Sunday school classes for all 
ages, 8:45 a.m., worship service 
10 a.m. Pastor W. Kenneth Stot-
tlemyer. 

Long Hollow Church, 
12722 Long Hollow Road - 
Sunday school 9:30 a.m., morn-
ing worship 10:30 a.m.  

Hancock Assembly of God, 
431 North Pennsylvania Ave-
nue, 301-678-5313 - Sunday 
school 10 a.m., worship service 
and kid’s church 11 a.m. Even-
ing service 6 p.m. Wednesday 
activities 7 p.m. Ladies’ quilting 
every Tuesday at 10 a.m.  

Stone Bridge Church of the 
Brethren, 14904 Orchard 
Ridge Road, Hancock, 301-582-
4135 - Sunday school 9:30 a.m., 
worship 10:35 a.m. Rev. Harry 
E. Strite. 

Victory Chapel, 116 W. 
Main Street - Sunday school 10 
a.m., morning worship 11 a.m. 
Sunday evening 7 p.m. Rev. 
Bob Ardinger. 

Saint Thomas’ Episcopal 
Church, Church and High 
Streets, Hancock, 301-678-6569 
- Sundays 7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. 
Sunday School for children & 
adults 10 a.m. Alcoholics 
Anonymous in lower parish 
hall.  

The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 200 
Douglas Street, Hancock - Sac-
rament meeting 10 a.m. Sunday 
school 11 a.m. Bishop Eric Ex-
line.. 

Hancock Grace Church of 
the Nazarene, 304-258-4412 - 
Sunday school 11 a.m., Sunday 
morning worship 9:45 a.m. Sun-
day evening service 6 p.m., 
Wednesday prayer meeting 7 
p.m. Pastor Rodney Truax 304-
676-3306. 

 
 
 

Buck Valley Zion  
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
- Services will be held on the 
third Sunday of each month at 7 
p.m. until December. Rev. 
McCarty. 

St. Peter’s Catholic Church, 
16 E. High Street, Hancock, 
301-678-6339 - Weekend Mass 
schedule:  Sunday morning: 
7:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. Weekday 
Mass schedule: Monday, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Thursday-Saturday, 
7:30 a.m. Mission Church-St. 
Patrick’s, Little Orleans: Sat-
urday Vigil Mass at 5 p.m. Rev. 
John J. Lombardi. 

Corner Independent 
Church, Corner Road, Big 
Cove Tannery,  Worship, 11 
a.m. Pastor Richard Bernhard. 

Sideling Hill Charge: Ca-
talpa U.M.  Church, Rt. 144 
west of Hancock about two 
miles, turn left on Willow Road. 
Go about five miles, bear right 
at fork. Church about one mile 
on right. Sunday service 8:30 
a.m. 

Piney Plains U.M. Church, 
Exit 72 off I-68, left off exit, 
then right at stop sign, right on 
Mann Road, cross back over I-
68 and then left on Faith Circle, 
follow to end, Little Orleans, 
717-658-3906 - Sunday school 
10 a.m., service 11 a.m. Pastor 
Jean Squires. 

Hancock United Methodist 
Church, 170 West Main Street, 
Hancock, 301-678-6440 - Sun-
day School all ages 8:30 a.m. 
Worship service 9:30 a.m. Pas-
tor Becki Wessinger. 

Non-Denominational Serv-
ice, Seavolt Road, Hancock, 
304-274-2353 - Campground 
ministry at Happy Hills Camp-
ground every Sunday 10 a.m. 
Pastor Tim Staubs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church, 180 South Washington 
Street, Berkeley Springs, 304-
258-2440 - Sunday service 10 
a.m.  

Hancock (USA) Presbyte-
rian Church, 17 East Main 
Street, 301-678-5510 - Sunday 
worship 10 a.m.  Senior soup 
and sandwich first Saturday of 
each month from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
in Church Social Room. Pastor 
Terry Martin-Minnich. 

Grace Christian Fellowship, 
130 Pennsylvania Avenue, Han-
cock, 301-678-6036 - Sunday 
services: Sunday school 10 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. Wednesday 7 
p.m. Bible study and prayer 
meeting. Rev. Edward Guyer. 

Hancock Church of God, 
7528 Millstone Road, 301-678-
5390 - Sunday school 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m. Wed-
nesday evening services 6:30 
p.m. Pastor James Touchton. 

Tri-State Community 
Church, 326 E. Main St., Han-
cock, across from CNB Bank, 
301-302-6412 - 6 p.m., Sat-
urday, Adult truth, teen thrust 
sixth grade and up. Children 
blast fifth and under. Pastor 
Alan Myers. 

Orchard Ridge First 
Church of God, 13642 Orchard 
Ridge Road, 301-678-7267 - 
Sunday morning worship 9 a.m. 
Sunday school 10 a.m. Sunday 
evening worship 6 p.m. Kids 
club and youth group 6 p.m. 
Rev. Jeffrey Hawbaker. 

1ST Evangelical Methodist 
Church, 11510 Price Road, Lit-
tle Orleans, 240-609-6770 - 
Sunday school 10 a.m. Worship 
service 11 a.m. Wednesday 
evening Bible study 7 p.m. 
Darhl Trail, Jr. 

Bethel Community Church, 
Bethel Church Road off Rt. 522, 
Warfordsburg, Pa., 301-991-
7141 - Sunday school 10 a.m., 
worship 11 a.m. Rev. Gary 
Quackenbos. 

 

Berkeley Baptist Church, 
300 Winchester Grade Road, 
304-258-4101 - Wednesday 
prayer and study 6:30 p.m., Sun-
day school 9:30 a.m., worship 
service 10:45 a.m. Food pantry 
distribution site call for more 
info. Pastor Joey N. Giles, Jr. 

Needmore Bible Church, 
6939 Great Cove Road, Need-
more, Pa., 717-573-2212 - Sun-
day school and life groups 9 
a.m. Sunday worship 10 a.m. 
Monday 8:45 a.m. ladies Bible 
study. Wednesday evening 6:30 
p.m. Awana for children. Pastor 
Doug Poffenberger. 

Hope Community Church, 
31 Buzzard Acres Lane, Berke-
ley Springs - Sunday service at 
9 a.m. & 10:45 a.m., Kids Mini-
stry infant-fifth grade, Youth 
Ministry Sunday nights 6 p.m. 
Pastors Skip Euler. 

Gospel Light Tabernacle, 
21 Gospel Lane on Williams 
Street, Berkeley Springs - Sun-
day school and worship/chil-
dren’s church 10 a.m., Sunday 
evening service 6:30 p.m. Wed-
nesday Bible study 7 p.m. Pas-
tor Shane Boyer. 

Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 14464 Buck Valley Rd., 
Warfordsburg, Pa., 301-678-
5340 or 717-294-6494. Bible 
study, Wednesday, 6 p.m. Sec-
ond Friday of each month 
prayer service 6 p.m. Sunday 
service 10 a.m. Pastor Em-
manuel Ensor and Deacon Sha-
drach Ensor. 

Warm Springs Baptist 
Church, 3683 Pious Ridge 
Road, Berkeley Springs, 304-
258-1551. - Sunday SVCS 10-
11 a.m. Sunday SVC 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible study 7 p.m. 
Pastor Robert Burton. 

St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Church 12517 St. Patrick Road, 
SE, Little Orleans, 301-678-
6339 - Saturday Vigil Mass 5 
p.m. Rev. John Lombardi. 

Needmore Full Gospel, six 
miles north of Hancock on Rt. 
655, 717-294-3100 - Regular 
services: Sunday school 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m. Evan-
gelistic service 6 p.m. Wednes-
day evening service at 7 p.m. 
Rev. John Lewis. 

Cedar Grove Christian 
Church, Rt. 522 at 643 near 
Dott, Pa. - Sunday school 9:30 
a.m. and worship service 10:30 
a.m. Timothy B. Close. 

Chapel of Praise - 14457 
Buck Valley Road, Warfords-
burg, Pa., 717-294-3184 - Wor-
ship services: Sunday morning 
10 a.m. Wednesday evening 
service at 7 p.m. Pastors Jack 
and Lola Hiles. 

Whips Cove Church, Rt. 
643, three miles east of Town 
Hill, Exit Rt. 156, 717-294-3229 
- Sunday school at 10 a.m. and 
worship service at 11 a.m. 

Faith Assembly of God 
Church, Amaranth, Pa. - Sun-
day school 10 a.m., morning 
worship 11 a.m. Sunday CA 
service 6:30 p.m. Sunday even-
ing service 7 p.m. Wednesday 
evening service 7:30 p.m. Pastor 
Delmas F. Bard. 

Buck Valley Christian 
Church, 717-375-5881 - Sun-
day school 9:30 a.m. Worship 
service 10:20 a.m. Primary 
church and junior church are 
held 10:30 a.m. Pastor Bill Cro-
teau, Jr. 

New Testament Church, 
Buck Valley, Pa., Warfordsburg 
exit on 484 west, six miles on 
right - Sunday school 10 a.m., 
morning worship 11 a.m., 
prayer meeting Wednesday 6:30 
p.m. Pastor R. Bobby Layman. 

Damascus Christian 
Church, 717 Big Cove Tannery 
Road, BCT, Pa. - Worship every 
Sunday 11 a.m.  

Bethel Independent 
Church, Sleepy Creek - Sunday 
school 10 a.m. Sunday worship 
7 p.m. Wednesday evening 
prayer and Bible study 7:30 
p.m.  

Amaranth Church of the 
Brethren, Sunday school 
9:30 a.m., Worship service 
10:30 a.m. Wednesday kids 
program 6 p.m. Pastor Mi-
chael Lida. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calvary Bible Church, 2065 
Valley Road, Berkeley Springs, 
just south of Dairy Queen on top 
of hill, 304-258-1099 or 304-
579-9389 - Sunday school 9:45 
a.m. Sunday worship 11 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday 
prayer meeting and Bible study 
7 p.m. Pastor B.J. Worley. 

Needmore Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, corner Rt. 522 
and 655, Needmore, Pa., 205-
492-9989 - Sabbath School Sat-
urday, 9:30 a.m. Sabbath 
worship service Saturday 11 
a.m. Pastor Murvin Camatchee. 

Oasis Community Church, 
1121 Maryland Avenue, Hager-
stown, located in the South End 
shopping center across from 
South High, 301-745-6183 - 
Sunday worship 6:30 p.m. Rev. 
Bill Lynn. 

Unity of Berkeley Springs, 
New Earth Granary, 143 N. 
Mercer St., Berkeley Springs, 
304-268-4222 or 304-258-2954. 
Celebration service, 10 a.m. 
Rev. Anne Murphy-Oswald. 

Mountain Top Church, one 
mile east of Rocky Gap State 
Park on Rt. 144, Flintstone, 301-
777-0923 - Sunday services: 
Sunday school at 10 a.m., morn-
ing worship 10:45 a.m., evening 
service 7 p.m. Wednesday Bible 
study and prayer 7:30 a.m. 

LifeHouse Church Bethel, 
515 E. Wilson Blvd., Hager-
stown, 301-739-1167 - Sunday 
life classes 8:30 a.m., worship 
gathering 9:30 a.m. and Wed-
nesday family life 7 p.m. 

Church of Christ, 290 South 
Green Street, Berkeley Springs, 
304-258-5175 - Sunday Bible 
study 9:30 a.m., worship 10:15 
a.m. Evening service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible study 7 p.m. 
for all ages.  Evangelist Van 
Sprague. 

Parkhead Union Church, 
9512 National Pike, Big Pool, I-
70 east at exit 9, Indian Springs, 
301-639-9154 - Sunday school 
9:30 a.m., morning worship 
10:30 a.m. Pastor Randy 
Bivens. 

 

Hilltop Christian Fellow-
ship, 12624 Trinity Church 
Drive, Clear Spring, 301-842-
2225, Early Bible class 8:15-9 
a.m. Sunday school 9:15-10:15 
a.m., worship service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Bible study 7:15-
8:15 p.m. Pastor John Miller.  

Warfordsburg Presbyterian 
Church, 717-294-3028 - Fel-
lowship 9 a.m. Sunday school 
9:30 a.m. Worship service 10:30 
a.m. Bible basics class for chil-
dren K through fourth grade. 
12941 Buck Valley Rd., War-
fordsburg. 

Unitarian Universalist, 626 
Washington Avenue, Hager-
stown, 301-745-6576 - Sunday 
service 10:45 a.m. youth reli-
gious education 10:45 a.m. Min-
ister Valerie Wills. 

Pleasant Grove Christian 
Church, four miles west of 
Needmore, Pa. - Sunday wor-
ship 10 a.m.,  Sunday evening 
services 6 p.m. Rev. Denver 
Plessinger. 

Green Ridge Assembly of 
God, Green Ridge - Sunday 
services: Sunday school 9:45 
a.m., worship service 10:45 
a.m., evening service 6 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible study and 
prayer 6 p.m. Holy communion 
first Sunday of each month. 

Blairs Valley First Church 
of God, Clear Spring, 301-842-
2663 - Sunday school 10, wor-
ship 9 a.m. Bible study 
Wednesday evening 6:30 p.m. 
Pastor John Cook. 

St. Catherine’s Eastern Or-
thodox, 433 Liberty Street, 
Hagerstown, 301-739-5237 - 
Saturday 6:30 p.m. Vesper serv-
ice Sunday 10 a.m. Divine Lit-
urgy. Rev. Dennis Buck. 

Rehoboth New Life, 8159 
Great Cove Road, (U.S. 522), 
717-496-7558 - Services Sun-
day, 10 a.m., 6 p.m. Wednesday, 
7 p.m. Bible based, spirit-filled 
church and discipleship center. 
Pastor Lowell Bard. 

Mt. Olivet Presbyterian 
Church, Exline Road, Han-
cock, 301-678-6038 - Church 
service 9:30 a.m. 

GROVE-ROGOWSKI 
FUNERAL HOME, PA

THIS SECTION MADE POSSIBLE THROUGH THE COURTESY OF THESE FRIENDLY BUSINESSES

141 W. Main Street • Hancock • 301-678-6178

Helsley-Johnson Funeral Home, Inc. 
95 Union Street • Berkeley Springs, WV 

304-258-1015

No Coincidences?…Finding God in All Things…  
 
“For I know the plans I have for you…” +Jer. 29:11 
While shopping at a local food store, an elderly lady bumped into me. She looked up, be-

spectacled, and said: “Excuse me.” I said: “Sure: That’s my job.” Then she said, seeing my 
black clerical attire: “Do you work here?”  

Non-flummoxed (I’ve gotten this before—in that very store!) and so I replied: “Yes, I work 
here-on earth.”  And then, probably recognizing I was a priest (minister),  she said, elatedly: 
“Oh, we need more of you!” I agreed and then left the scene before I got into trouble. We 
were taught, as seminarians, the Jesuit motto-counsel: Find God in all things.  

Walking down the street some people in town recognize me and my yellow labrador, Bella. 
Occasionally they’ll recognize or greet her first and then me. No  harm, no foul. God gave us 
companions for The Journey.  

Once, someone asked: “Is she with you?” I smarmily reply, sometimes: “I’m with her.”  
A lot of times folks—especially children, ask: “Can I pet her?” Even though I never grew 

up with that “permission-seeking-and-granting way”, I always say yes, and sometimes remind 
folks—“O, she’s wet and soft—she just went swimming.”  

I recall when a young boy got down on the ground and hugged her and wrapped his head 
next to hers. Another time, an elderly lady said: “You’re pretty…I love you.” Recently,  a 
little girl said, spontaneously, “You are gorgeous!” as she pet her.  

As I ponder these seeming random events, I recall people say, sometimes, “There are no 
coincidences.”  Two responses: On the one hand, yes, I got you—The Eternal Father has a 
Plan & we are all part of it--“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go” (Ps. 
32:8).  

And, after looking at, studying that word, coincidence, notice it’s a composite of co-inci-
dence, in other words, two-incidences combining—and isn’t that exactly what we mean by 
saying “There are no coincidences”?! God places us in varied serious, surreal and sometimes 
satirical situations  to spread His Light (Mt. 5:14).  

 …Lastly, I recall going into a bar once, yes, (“meet them where they are”) and a patron 
offering me a beer and then saying: “Are you really a priest?”  

I respond “Of course.” And they show they are thankful I’m there.  
 Rev. Jack Lombardi is pastor of St. Peter-St. Patrick Catholic Church
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 And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his 
 hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, 

 when they saw the LORD. 
 John 20:20 (KJV)

 Most of us have experienced times when all 
 seemed lost, but with Christ in our lives, we 
 can never lose hope. Just when all seemed lost, 
 Christ rose again, giving hope to His disciples 
 and all who believe in Him.

 HOPE HOPE HOPE

 Ancient wisdom for modern life

To Sponsor The Church Page 
Call 301-678-6255 
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 OBITUARIES
Sharon L. Bishop 

Sharon Lee Bishop, 75, of Berkeley Springs, died Sunday, 
June 21, 2026 at Winchester Medical Center. 

Full obituary will be announced in The Hancock News. 
Arrangements are being handled by Helsley-Johnson Fu-

neral Home & Cremation Center, 95 Union Street, Berkeley 
Springs.

Vernon Sylvester Silvers 
Vernon Sylvester Silvers left 

his family on June 16, 2026 at 
his home. He was known as 
Vernon, Doc, Daddy, Pap and 
Opie to family and friends. 

Vernon was raised in the 
Sleepy Creek area, where he 
lived for most of his 94 years.  
He began working at age 15 at 
the Aulabaugh Tomato Fac-
tory and often talked about the 
long hot days spent picking to-
matoes.  He later worked for 
John Reddick Orchards in 
Sleepy Creek, where he 
frequently recalled the first 
time he was put into a truck to 
make deliveries to Mt. Jack-
son, Va. He had barely been 
more than 15 miles from 
home, so this was a big deal to him. He was also proud of the 
trip he made to Chambersburg, Pa., taking his father with him. 

 In the early 1960s, he went to work at Hepburn Orchards 
in Hancock, Md., where he remained until his retirement.  
Daddy loved to tell stories about the young men working their 
first jobs, the migrant workers laboring in the heat of peach-
picking season and lighting smudge pots to keep the apples 
from freezing in the spring.  In retirement, he was happy to 
get back on the tractor to haul apples for Mountain View Or-
chards. 

His greatest joy, besides his children and grandchildren, was 
raising hogs.  He and his brother Raymond “started in the hog 
business” when Daddy was just 13 years old and Raymond 
had returned from World War II. He raised Duroc hogs for 
many years before changing to another breed. He was known 
for having 600-800 pound hogs come butchering day each 
Thanksgiving. 

Daddy married the love of his life, Shirley Stotler Silvers, 
in 1953, and they spent 73 years together.  They were proud 
of their six children: Terry Silvers (Dorthy), Dawn Lutman 
(Gary), Johnny Silvers (Brenda), Cindy Crone (Jerry), Alice 
Jo Henry (Steve) and Audrey Morris (Art).  Mom and Daddy’s 
house was the home base, or compound, where their nine 
grandchildren, 16 great-grandchildren and one great-great-
grandson gathered for meals, games and lots of laughter.  All 
spent many hours on the porch with him watching for deer 
and hummingbirds. Daddy had a quick sense of humor and 
loved to laugh and tell stories. 

 In later years, he enjoyed taking car rides around the area, 
always making one last stop before home to get ice cream. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Lemuel and Ella 
Ellen Reed Silvers; siblings Sadie Clark, Elwood Silvers, 
Henry Silvers, Raymond Silvers and Hazel Clark, and a be-
loved daughter-in-law, Linda Silvers. 

Graveside services were conducted on Saturday, June 20, 
2026 at 1 p.m. at Mahnes Chapel Cemetery, 223 Mahnes 
Church Lane, Berkeley Springs with Dwight Fox officiating.   

In lieu of flowers, donations in Vernon’s memory may be 
made to the Berkeley Springs Lions Club, c/o Lyn Goodwin, 
177 Zenith Drive, Hedgesville, WV 25427. 

Online condolences may be expressed at www.helsley 
johnsonfh.com. 

Arrangements are being handled by Helsley-Johnson  
Funeral Home & Cremation Center, 95 Union Street, Berkeley 
Springs, W.Va.

Berkeley Springs Presbyterian Church hosts concert
The “Church on the Hill” 

concert series, sponsored by 
the Berkeley Springs Presby-
terian Church, will be pre-
senting The Sylvan Waters 
Duo, Ray Irving and Tula 
Ruggiero, in a free chamber 
concert on Sunday, June 28 at 
3 p.m.. The program will fea-
ture a variety of music 
written or arranged for the 
unique combination of Harp 
and Double Bass. The con-
cert will be held at the Pres-
byterian Church on 97 S. 
Mercer Street. 

The Sylvan Waters Duo is 
a chamber ensemble formed 
by the joining of double bas-
sist Raymond Irving, with 
harpist Dr. Tula Ruggiero. 
For twenty years, Irving 
toured the country and the 
world in the United States 
Army Field Band, where he 
held the rank of Sergeant 
First Class. Now retired from 
the military, he holds the po-
sitions of Principal Bass with 
the Prince George's Philhar-
monic and Shippensburg Or-
chestra, Associate Principal 
Bass with the Fredericksburg 
Symphony, and performs 
with many other groups in-
cluding the Maryland Sym-

phony, Maryland Winds, and 
Two Rivers Chamber Or-
chestra. Dr. Ruggiero is Pro-
fessor of Harp at Shepherd 
University where she teaches 
college level harp students, 
coaches chamber music, and 
instructs private students 
through the Community 
Music School. She is also the 
staff musician for Calvary 
United Methodist Church in 
Great Cacapon, runs a private 
teaching studio, performs for 
private events, and plays 
Principal Harp with such 
groups as Shippensburg Or-
chestra and the Charles 
Washington Symphony Or-
chestra. She holds the Doctor 
of Music degree from Florida 
State University, and the 
Master of Music degree in 
Pedagogy-Harp from the 
Shenandoah Conservatory. 

After meeting while play-
ing in the pit for the Nut-
cracker with the 
Shippensburg Orchestra in 
2019, the duo agreed to ded-
icate themselves to expand-
ing the range of music for the 
combination of harp and 
bass, including transcribing 
works from the classical rep-
ertoire and commissioning 

original works by contempo-
rary composers. They have 
performed throughout the 
Mid-Atlantic, including per-
formances at Shepherd Uni-

versity in Shepherdstown, 
W.Va., Hancock Town Hall 
in Hancock, Md, and Bruton 
Parish Church in Williams-
burg, Va.

Trail Steward volunteer opportunities
Join Potomac Valley Au-

dubon Society for Trail Stew-
ards volunteer workdays in 
June and July. Summer is the 
busiest time at the Nature 
Preserves. Help us maintain 
the trails and preserve fea-
tures for summer campers 
and all of our visitors. All 
hands are welcome and help-
ful. See the following list for 
where and when Trail Stew-
ards volunteer workdays are 
taking place.  

Yankauer Nature Preserve, 
438 Whitings Neck Rd, Mar-
tinsburg, W.Va., Tuesday, 
June 23, 1:30-4 p.m.; Wed-
nesday, July 1, 10 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.; Friday, July 10, 4:30-7 
p.m.; Tuesday, July 14, 7-
9:30 a.m.; Monday, July 20, 
4-6:30 p.m. and Friday, July 
31, 7:30-10 a.m. 

Stauffer’s Marsh Nature 
Preserve, 4069 Back Creek 
Valley Road, Hedgesville, 

W.Va., Thursday, July 2; 8-
10:30 a.m.; Friday, July 17; 
8-10:30 a.m. 

Eidolon Nature Preserve, 
Tuesday, July 7, 9-11:30 a.m. 

These events are free and 
open to the public. Note that 
we may not have an age-ap-
propriate task for children, as 
these volunteer workdays are 
geared towards ages 16+. 
Children under 16 are wel-
come to attend, as long as 
they are accompanied by an 
adult. Throughout the year, 
we periodically host family-
oriented volunteer workdays. 
Registration is required and 
limited to 12 participants. For 
additional details and to reg-
ister, go to https://www. 
p o t o m a c a u d u b o n . o r g / 
calendar/. 

For more information, con-
tact KC Walters at Katelyn 
@potomacaudubon.org or 
681-252-1387. 

Obituary policy 
 
Obituaries will be printed for a fee based on the 

amount of information that is provided by a licensed 
funeral home. A photo of the deceased can be in-
cluded. Death Notices will be printed for free in The  
Hancock News as a public service which will only 
include name, age, date of death, residency and serv-
ices.For details, contact The Hancock News at 301-
678-6255.
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Knights donate 
to special needs

Patrick McBee, presented Hancock Middle-Senior High 
School Principal Jennifer Ruppenthal a check for $587 on be-
half of Knights of Columbus Council 12191 from St. Vincent 
de Paul Catholic Church in Berkeley Springs. The money was 
raised through the council’s annual Tootsie Roll drive at var-
ious places in Hancock and Berkeley Springs and goes to 
the special needs programs at the school.

Knights donate to SFHS 
Life Skills Program

Patrick McBee and Pat Narango presented Southern Fulton 
High School Principal Jeremy Hollinhead a check for $587 on 
behalf of the Knights of Columbus Council 12191 at St. Vin-
cent de Paul Catholic Church in Berkeley Springs. The 
money will be going to the school’s Life Skills program. The 
money was raised through the council’s annual Tootsie Roll 
Drive at various places and businesses in the area. Photo by 
KofC Council 12191.

Tri-State Impact delivers three strong 
weekends and a championship finish

by Joey Luttrell 
Tri-State Impact 14U has 

put together an impressive 
stretch of softball over the 
past three weekends, show-
casing power at the plate, 
dominant pitching and a 
growing sense of confidence 
as the summer season heats 
up.  

Across 15 games, the team 
delivered walk-off wins, 
comeback efforts, explosive 
offensive innings and a 
championship victory — all 
while displaying the depth 
and balance that has become 
their identity. 

USA Spring Showdown:  
Explosive Offense & Steady 

Pitching Set the Tone 
Impact opened their run 

with a commanding perform-
ance in pool play, highlighted 
by a 13–1 win over Phoenix 
Warriors. A seven-run sec-
ond inning broke the game 
open, and pitcher Ashlyn 
Unger set the tone early with 
two hitless innings and four 
strikeouts. The team’s pa-
tience at the plate — eight 
walks in the opener — fore-
shadowed the disciplined ap-
proach that would carry 
through the month. 

A dramatic 8–8 tie with 
Lady Eagles followed, where 
Impact erased a seven-run 
deficit with a furious third-in-
ning rally. Six straight RBI 
hits from the heart of the 
lineup fueled the comeback, 
and catcher Aubrey Adkins 
anchored a clean defensive 
effort. 

Impact closed the weekend 
with a 21–4 rout of Mid Penn 
Vortex, piling up 19 hits. 
Unger and Ellie Luttrell each 
recorded three hits, while the 
team swiped eight bases and 
played error-free defense. 
The strong offensive showing 
and consistent pitching car-
ried Impact into bracket play, 
where they ultimately se-
cured a third-place finish to 
open their three-week run. 

USSSA NOVA NIT:  
Power at the Plate &  

Dominant Work  
in the Circle 

The following weekend 
began with one of the stron-
gest pitching performances of 
the season. Unger struck out 
13 in a 4–2 win over Lou-

doun Inferno, allowing just 
two hits in a complete-game 
effort. Luttrell and Kennedi 
Jamison delivered key RBI 
hits to secure the victory. 

Impact’s offense erupted 
again in a 21–11 win over 
Sage Le 14U, scoring 19 runs 
in the first two innings alone. 
Caroline Close led the charge 
with four RBI on three hits, 
while Rust, Kelly, Unger and 
McCusker all contributed 
multi-hit games. The team’s 
nine walks and seven stolen 
bases underscored their ag-
gressive approach. 

Sunday brought a tight 10–
6 loss despite Impact out-hit-
ting their opponent 9–7. 
Luttrell collected two hits and 
two stolen bases, while Ky-
leigh Boyer drove in two 
runs. Unger struck out eight 
in the circle, keeping the 
game within reach. The 
team’s consistency across all 
phases of the game earned 
them another third-place fin-
ish, reinforcing their upward 
momentum heading into the 
third weekend. 

USSSA Appalachian  
Mountain Showdown: 

Strong Defense, Walk-Off 
Win, One Shutout and a 

Championship Finish 
Impact opened the third 

weekend with a thrilling 7–6 
walk-off win over South 
Mountain Cyclones. Down 
by one in the final inning, 
McCusker drove in a run be-
fore Taylor Kelly delivered a 
two-run walk-off single. 
Unger earned the win with 
six strikeouts, and the lineup 
produced nine hits. 

A narrow 7–6 loss to Roar 
14U followed, though Impact 
again out-hit their opponent. 
Jamison launched a three-run 
home run as part of a late 
rally, and five players 
recorded multi-hit games in a 
strong offensive showing. 

Sunday belonged entirely 
to Impact. The team opened 
bracket play with a 7–0 shut-
out of Red Land Lady Patri-
ots behind Unger’s eight- 
strikeout performance. Rust, 
Jamison and Stella Close 
each tallied two hits, and the 
bottom of the order ac-
counted for four runs. 

Impact kept rolling with an 
8–3 win over Stewartstown 
Wolfpack, powered by RBI 
from McCusker, Kelly and 
Unger. Kelly and Jamison 
each recorded two hits, and 
the defense remained flaw-
less. 

The weekend concluded 
with a 6–1 championship vic-
tory over Fulton County 
Lady Nationals. Unger once 
again controlled the game, 
striking out six in a complete-
game win. Boyer drove in 
three runs on two hits, and 
Kelly, Unger and Boyer each 

recorded multi-hit perform-
ances as Impact secured the 
title. 

A Team Hitting Its Stride 
Across the three-week 

stretch, Tri-State Impact 14U 
demonstrated: 

•  Consistent pitching lead-
ership from Unger and Jami-
son 

•  Explosive offensive in-
nings, including multiple 
double-digit run frames 

•  Speed on the bases, with 
multi-steal games from Lut-
trell, Rust, McCusker and 
others 

•  Clean defensive play, in-
cluding several error-free 
games 

•  Depth throughout the 
lineup, with contributions 
from every spot.  

Together, they created an 
impact that defined their sea-
son. 

Tri-State Impact 14U Team: Back row, left to right: Coach Joey Luttrell, Kyleigh Boyer, Car-
oline Close, Ellie Luttrell, Izzy Rust, Coach Mike Jamison, Kennedi Jamison, Mya McCusker, 
Coach Greg Unger and Stella Close. Front Row - Taylor Kelly and Ashlyn Unger. 

photo by Brigitte Luttrell

Caroline Close turns to bunt for Impact. 
photo by Lisa Unger

Ellie Luttrell goes to hit the ball.          photo by Lisa Unger

Izzy Rust gets ready for the pitch.    
photo by Bree Augustine
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Cartrette previews football season, welcomes new coaches
by Geoff Fox 

The Hancock Panthers 
football season is still a little 
over two months away, but 
there will be some offseason 
practices starting this week to 
get the players ready for the 
upcoming season and to get 
familiar with four new 
coaches on Head Coach Greg 
Cartrette’s staff. 

The four new coaches are 
Chip Breeden, Robbie Am-
brose, Paul Colon and Curt 
Snyder. 

Breeden and Ambrose 
come to the Panthers after 
serving as coaches at Berke-
ley Springs High School the 
last few years. 

Breeden, who has 30 years 
of high school coaching ex-
perience, will serve as Car-
trette’s offensive and 
defensive line coach. 

Over his career, Breeden 
has served as a head coach, 
assistant head coach, and of-
fensive/defensive line coach 
for Berkeley Springs and 
Hedgesville. 

Ambrose will serve as Car-
trette’s Defensive Coordi-
nator this year. 

In his 20+ year career of 
coaching at the high school 

and middle school levels, 
Ambrose has been an assis-
tant coach at various posi-
tions, as well as defensive 
coordinator at Berkeley 
Springs and Paw Paw. 

Paul Colon, with 10 years 
of high school and middle 
school coaching experience, 
will be Cartrette’s Special 
Coordinator for the Panthers. 

Colon has been an assistant 
coach of the offensive and 
defensive line and worked 
with special teams at Os-
borne Park High School in 
Manassas, Va., and Mercers-
burg Academy in Mercers-
burg, Pa. 

The last coach joining Car-
trette’s staff is Curt Snyder 
who will serve as character 
coach with the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

“I am excited to have a new 
coaching staff that brings this 
level of experience to Han-
cock Panther football,” Car-
trette said. 

He said he’ll “greatly miss” 
his staff from last year and 
thanks them for the job they 
did in his first year. 

One coach, he added, 
promised only one year to 
help get his feet wet in the 

community and the other had 
a career change that meant he 
wouldn’t be able to continue 
coaching in Hancock. 

As for the upcoming sea-
son, Cartrette said there are 
two upcoming seniors Car-
trette said to keep an eye on 
is quarterback/linebacker 
Logan Hendershot, who was 
the Offensive MVP last sea-
son, and running back/middle 
linebacker Jayten McCarty, 
who was the Defensive MVP 

and first team all-county last 
year at linebacker. 

Summer practices begin 
this Thursday, June 25, for 
the Panthers. 

Under Maryland and 
Washington County Public 
Schools guidelines, summer 
practices are limited to 12 
days of practice without pads 
and for weight training and 
conditioning. 

The schedule for those 
practices are June 25, June 
29, June 30, July 2, July 7, 

July 9, July 14, July 16, July 
20, July 21, July 22, and July 
23. 

Practice for the season be-
gins Wednesday, August 12, 
with practice from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. on the practice 
field. 

Cartrette said the Panthers 
will scrimmage against 
Southern Garrett on Friday, 
August 28, at 7 p.m. and the 
first game of the 2026 season 
will be at home against the 
Berkeley Springs Indians on 

Friday, September 4, at 6 
p.m. 

Going into his second year 
as coach, Cartrette said “I am 
excited about all of our re-
turning team and ones that 
did not play last year.” 

With staff Cartrette and 
Athletic Director Jamie Lego 
have put together, he is ex-
pecting some success this 
year from the Panther team. 

Cartrette said he hopes to 
see everyone at the homes 
games this year. 

Hancock football team has four new coaches for the 2026 season – Defensive Coordinator Robbie Ambrose, Offensive/ 
Defensive Line Coach Chip Breeden, Special Coordinator Paul Colon and Curt Snyder, who will serve as the Character Coach.

Hancock softball in Little League playoffs
by Geoff Fox 

The Hancock Little League 
Softball team took on Hub 
City Little League recently 
and lost 17-2. However, they 
were set to face Hub City 
again Monday night at 6 p.m. 
at Gerber Field in an elimi-
nation game in the District 1 
tournament. 

The winner of that game 
was to travel to South County 
and face them for the cham-
pionship Tuesday evening, at 
6 p.m. 

Ashlynn Hewett was in the pitcher’s circle for the Hancock Little  League 11/12 Softball All 
Star game at the Maryland District 1 Tournament.                                photos by Lori Younker

BELOW: Kayleigh Blazers 
stretches to get the out at 
first.

RIGHT: Elizabeth Younker 
catches the fly ball.

Kylas Mitchell get the out for the Hancock Little League Softball Team.

UNIVERSITY OF  
MARYLAND GLOBAL 

CAMPUS 
More than 20,000 Univer-

sity of Maryland Global 
Campus students were named 
to the Dean's List for the 
spring 2026 term. To be eli-
gible for the honor, a student 
must complete at least six 
credits during the term, earn 
a grade point average of at 
least 3.5 for the term, and 
maintain a cumulative GPA 
of 3.5 at UMGC. 

Hancock - Tabitha Bru-
chey and Kayla Munson. 

 Dean’s List  Honor Roll

Hancock Middle/Senior High School 
Marking period fourth

“A” honor roll 
Sixth grade — Cooper 

Williams. 
Seventh grade — Sawyer 

Shoemaker. 
Ninth grade — Jillian 

Spielman and Parker Ward. 
10th grade — Madison 

Booth, Leland Clark, Eliza-
beth Emerick, Laylah 
Golden, Weslyn Hixon, 
Brooke Parker, Makayla Sex-
ton and Sarah Smith. 

 

11th grade — Nikole 
Hoffman. 

12th grade — Landon 
Howe. 

“A/B” honor roll 
Sixth grade — Kambri 

Crosen, Aiden Diehl, Kaylee 
Garrett, Carson Hinckle, 
Carter Kerns, Chayce Mun-
dey, Aaron Phillips, Kenna 
Price, Shaelyn Spielman, Ad-
dison Whitehurst and Emily 
Yommer. 

 
 

Seventh grade —  Brook-
lyn Fischer, Bella Gonzales, 
Emma Hill, Carli Howard, 
Parker McCusker, Connor 
Sexton, Adilyn Shaffer and 
Mya Weller. 

Eighth grade — Kyleigh 
Boyer, Wayne Dewdney, 
Bentley Fleegle, Caelyn 
Hohn, Kaylee Phillips, Isa-
bella Quackenbos, Zana 
Rose, Trinity Smith, Grace-
lynn Verno, Sophia Wills, 

Addison Yommer and 
Kaiden Yost. 

Ninth grade — Makalynn 
Costello, Maia Godinez, Xi-
amara Hixon, Cecilia Lane-
hart, Riley Loudin and 
Rosemary Miller. 

10th grade — Makensie 
Boyer, David Garrett III, 
Emily Lockhart, Payton 
McMahon, Kyler Presgraves, 
Bailei Ray, Gregory Rhodes, 
Nathan Rhodes, Natalie 

Royce and Sara Stambaugh. 
11th grade — Tyler Hart-

man, Madison Paul Trum-
power and Maya Shoemaker. 

12th grade — Ethan Cal-
houn Hill.

Deadline Notice   
  All correspondents and  
advertisers are reminded 
the deadline for submitting 
copy to this publication is 
Monday each week at noon.
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  PUBLIC NOTICES                                   

Russ Robinson 
152 W. Washington Street 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83547 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Linda Anne Stahl. 
Notice is given that Douglas Eugene 

Stahl, 13008 Spickler Road, Clear 
Spring, MD 21722 was on May 29, 
2026 appointed personal representa-
tive of the estate of Linda Anne Stahl 
who died on April 22, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 29th 
day of November, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 29th day 
of November, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Douglas Eugene Stahl 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-10-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83567 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Margaret Ann 
Hanshew. 

Notice is given that William Han-
shew, 15722 Fairview Rd., Hager-
stown, MD 21740-1151 and Howard 
Hanshew, Jr., 18227 College Rd., Hag-
erstown, MD 21740-1716 were on May 
28, 2026 appointed Personal Repre-
sentatives of the estate of Margaret 
Ann Hanshew who died on May 9, 
2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representatives or the at-
torney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tatives shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 28th 
day of November, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 28th day 
of November, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tives or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

William Hanshew 
Howard Hanshew, Jr. 

Personal Representatives 
True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-10-3th

Michael G. Day & Associates, P.C. 
P.O. Box 889 

Hagerstown, MD 21741-0889 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83568 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Hilda G. Draper 
a/k/a Hilda Iona Draper. 

Notice is given that Michael G. Day, 
8208 Valley View Terrace, Middletown, 
MD 21769 was on May 27, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representative of the 
estate of Hilda G. Draper a/k/a Hilda 
Iona Draper who died on March 22, 
2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 27th 
day of November, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 27th day 
of November, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Michael G. Day 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-10-3th

Julian J. Moss, ESQ. 
Parker Simon Attorneys at Law 
401 N. Washington St. Ste. 445 

Rockville, MD 20850-0707 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 82982 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Gary Lynn Stottle-
myer. 

Notice is given that Michelle Simon, 
ESQ., 401 N. Washington St. Ste. 445, 
Rockville, MD 20850-0707 was on June 
1, 2026 appointed personal represen-
tative of the estate of Gary Lynn Stot-
tlemyer who died on May 11, 2025 
without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 1st 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 1st day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Michelle Simon, ESQ. 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-10-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83577 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Linda Kay Twigg. 

Notice is given that Paul Divelbiss, 
Jr., 13841 Dry Run Rd., Clear Spring, 
MD 21722-1108 was on May 28, 2026 
appointed Personal Representative of 
the estate of Linda Kay Twigg who died 
on May 9, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 28th 
day of November, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 28th day 
of November, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Paul Divelbiss, Jr. 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-10-3th

IN THE ORPHANS’ COURT FOR 
(OR) 

BEFORE THE REGISTER  
OF WILLS FOR 

WASHINGTON COUNTY,  
MARYLAND 

IN THE ESTATE OF: 
George William Gipe, Jr. 

 
 Estate No: 83617 

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL PROBATE 
To all persons interested in the 

above estate: 
You are hereby notified that a 

petition has been filed by Michelle 
Simon, ESQ., 401 North Washing-
ton Street, Suite 445, Rockville, 
MD 20850 for judicial probate of 
the will and for the appointment of 
a personal representative. 

A hearing will be held at Wash-
ington County Orphans’ Court, 
100 W. Washington St., Ste. 3500, 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 on July 
14, 2026 at 10:00 a.m. 

This hearing may be transferred 
or postponed to a subsequent 
time. Further information may be 
obtained by reviewing the estate 
file in the office of the Register of 
Wills. 

Lacy M. Flook, 
Register of Wills 

100 W. Washington St 
STE 3400 

Hagerstown, MD 21740-4896 
Phone: (301)-739-3612 

pd6-17-2th

IN THE ORPHANS’ COURT FOR 
(OR) 

BEFORE THE REGISTER  
OF WILLS FOR 

WASHINGTON COUNTY,  
MARYLAND 

IN THE ESTATE OF: 
Kenneth Lee Johns 

 
 Estate No: 83614 

NOTICE OF JUDICIAL PROBATE 
To all persons interested in the 

above estate: 
You are hereby notified that a 

petition has been filed by Kathy 
Jane Johns, 1337 Weverton Rd., 
Knoxville, MD 21758-1133 for ju-
dicial probate of the will dated 
January 4, 2025 and for the ap-
pointment of a personal represen-
tative. 

A hearing will be held at Wash-
ington County Orphans’ Court, 
100 W. Washington St., Ste. 3500, 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 on July 
14, 2026 at 9:30 a.m. 

This hearing may be transferred 
or postponed to a subsequent 
time. Further information may be 
obtained by reviewing the estate 
file in the office of the Register of 
Wills. 

Lacy M. Flook, 
Register of Wills 

100 W. Washington St 
STE 3400 

Hagerstown, MD 21740-4896 
Phone: (301)-739-3612 

pd6-17-2th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83316 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Jerry Lee Bender. 

Notice is given that Randall Bender, 
10714 Pickett Ct., Williamsport, MD 
21795-1441 was on June 8, 2026 ap-
pointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of Jerry Lee Bender who died on 
February 20, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 8th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 8th day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Randall Bender 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

Chester H. Hobbs  
HWK Law Group, LLC 

33 W. Franklin St. #100A 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83411 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Henry J. Kaplan. 

Notice is given that Chester H. 
Hobbs, 33 W. Franklin Street, Suite 
100A, Hagerstown, MD 21740 was on 
June 4, 2026 appointed personal repre-
sentative of the estate of Henry J. Ka-
plan who died on March 21, 2026 with 
a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 4th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 4th day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Chester H. Hobbs 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

William MCC. Schildt, ESQ. 
Strite and Schildt 

44 N. Potomac St. Ste. 201 
Hagerstown, MD 21740-3303 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83431 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Madeline M. Kidd. 
Notice is given that Barbara J. Faller, 

9719 Garis Shop Rd., Hagerstown, MD 
21740-1749 was on June 8, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representative of the 
estate of Madeline M. Kidd who died on 
February 5, 2026 without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 8th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 8th day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Barbara J. Faller 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

Jeanne F. Singer, ESQ. 
864 Jefferson Blvd. 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83616 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Christopher Lloyd 
Elliott. 

Notice is given that Carol A. Elliott, 
1739 Meridian Dr., Hagerstown, MD 
21742-1234 was on June 8, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representative of the 
estate of Christopher Lloyd Elliott who 
died on April 8, 2026 without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 8th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 8th day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Carol A. Elliott 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83618 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Stanley Paul Pav-
losky. 

Notice is given that Kelly Keller, 
19827 Scott Hill Dr., Hagerstown, MD 
21742-4258 was on June 8, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representative of the 
estate of Stanley Paul Pavlosky who 
died on May 28, 2026 without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 8th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 8th day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Kelly Keller 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

J. Russell Robinson III, ESQ. 
Robinson & Robinson 

152 W. Washington Street 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83595 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF David Adam Don-
ald Hinkle. 

Notice is given that Phillip Wayne 
Hinkle, PO Box 165, Keedysville, MD 
21756-0165 was on May 29, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representative of the 
estate of David Adam Donald Hinkle 
who died on January 5, 2026 without a 
will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 29th 
day of November, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 29th day 
of November, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Phillip Wayne Hinkle 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-10-3th

Michael G. Day, ESQ. 
Michael G. Day & Associates, PC 

10715 Downsville Pike 
PO Box 889 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83607 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Judith Ellen 
Geary. 

Notice is given that Cynthia A. McIn-
tire, 2475 Eagle Dr., Melbourne, FL 
32935-3559 was on June 2, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representative of the 
estate of Judith Ellen Geary who died 
on April 20, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 2nd 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 2nd day 
of December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Cynthia A. McIntire 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-10-3th
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  PUBLIC NOTICES                                   

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83470 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Joan Fleck 
Varner. 

Notice is given that Daniel James 
Varner, 7401 Hilltop Dr., Frederick, MD 
21702-3628 was on June 9, 2026 ap-
pointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of Joan Fleck Varner who died 
on March 13, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 9th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 9th day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

David James Varner 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83603 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Norma Brawner 
Misner AKA: Norma Jean Misner. 

Notice is given that Tammy Louise 
Mellow, 163 Crowfoot Ln., Gerrard-
stown, WV 25420 was on June 9, 2026 
appointed Personal Representative of 
the estate of Norma Brawner Misner 
who died on April 27, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 9th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 9th day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Tammy Louise Mellow 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83306 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Willard Perry Hig-
gins. 

Notice is given that Erik Cox, 2780 
River Rd., Johns Island, SC 29455-
8812 was on June 8, 2026 appointed 
Personal Representative of the estate 
of Willard Perry Higgins who died on 
January 16, 2025 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 8th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 8th day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Erik Cox 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83604 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF William Elbert 
Stephens. 

Notice is given that Wanda Cheryl 
Santiago, 10108 Maids Fancy Way, 
Hagerstown, MD 21740-1884 was on 
June 10, 2026 appointed Personal 
Representative of the estate of William 
Elbert Stephens who died on May 16, 
2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 10th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 10th day 
of December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Wanda Cheryl Santiago 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83586 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Dorothy Fay Rho-
ton. 

Notice is given that Steven Leon 
Rhoton, 15336 Clear Spring Rd., Wil-
liamsport, MD 21795 was on June 4, 
2026 appointed Personal Representa-
tive of the estate of Dorothy Fay Rhoton 
who died on May 5, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 4th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 4th day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Steven Leon Rhoton 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

J. Russell Robinson III, ESQ. 
Robinson & Robinson 

152 W. Washington Street 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83376 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Jimmie W. Hinkle. 

Notice is given that Phillip Wayne 
Hinkle, PO Box 165, Keedysville, MD 
21756-0165 was on June 8, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representative of the 
estate of Jimmie W. Hinkle who died on 
February 16, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 8th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 8th day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Phillip Wayne Hinkle 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83601 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Nancy Lynn 
Keener. 

Notice is given that David Lee 
Keener, 14006 Maugansville Rd., Mau-
gansville, MD 21767-1004 was on June 
3, 2026 appointed Personal Represen-
tative of the estate of Nancy Lynn 
Keener who died on May 3, 2026 with 
a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 3rd 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 3rd day of 
December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

David Lee Keener 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-17-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83622 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Deborah Ann 
Toms. 

Notice is given that Bradley Poffen-
berger, 12247 Ashton Rd., Clear 
Spring, MD 21722-1903 was on June 
12, 2026 appointed Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate of Deborah Ann 
Toms who died on May 26, 2026 with a 
will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 12th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 12th day 
of December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Bradley Poffenberger 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83612 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Doris Jean Jen-
kins. 

Notice is given that Lelia Cacciola, 
20204 Old Forge Rd., Hagerstown, MD 
21742-4842 and Susan Herbst, 20204 
Old Forge Rd., Hagerstown, MD 
21742-4842 were on June 12, 2026 ap-
pointed Personal Representatives of 
the estate of Doris Jean Jenkins who 
died on May 25, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representatives or the at-
torney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tatives shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 12th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 12th day 
of December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tives or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Lelia Cacciola 
Susan Herbst 

Personal Representatives 
True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83017 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Ida Patricia Myers. 

Notice is given that Krista Myers, 
365 Mottingham Rd., Hagerstown, MD 
21740-4513 was on June 12, 2026 ap-
pointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of Ida Patricia Myers who died 
on December 1, 2025 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 12th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 12th day 
of December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Krista Myers 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-3th

SUDOKU

The objective is to fill a 9x9 grid with digits so that each 
column, each row and each of the nine 3x3 sub-grids that 
compose the grid contains all of the digits from 1 to 9. 
Answer elsewhere in paper.

Christopher Joliet, Esquire 
223 N. Prospect Street, Suite 303 

Hagerstown, MD 21740 
SMALL ESTATE 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83637 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Angela J. McIntire. 

Notice is given that Brian K. McIntire, 
105 Fairground Avenue, Hagerstown, 
MD 21740 was on June 15, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representative of the 
small estate of Angela J. McIntire who 
died on May 22, 2021 without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Brian K. McIntire 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-1thn

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83628 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Patricia Ann Os-
borne. 

Notice is given that Jack Edward Os-
borne, Jr., 21617 Black Rock Rd., Hag-
erstown, MD 21740-1833 was on June 
16, 2026 appointed Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate of Patricia Ann 
Osborne who died on May 18, 2026 
with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 16th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 16th day 
of December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Jack Edward Osborne, Jr. 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-3th
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  PUBLIC NOTICES                                   
ANNUAL DRINKING WATER QUALITY REPORT FOR 2025 

TOWN OF HANCOCK WATER SYSTEM 
PWSID No. MD0210012  

"We are pleased to present to you the Annual Water Quality Report (Consumer Confidence Report) for the period of January 1 to December 31, 2025. This 
report is intended to provide you with important information about your drinking water and the efforts made by the Town to provide you with safe drinking water. 
Our constant goal is to provide you with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. We want you to understand the efforts we make to continually improve 
the water treatment process and protect our water resources. We are committed to ensuring the quality of your water. (Este informe contiene información muy 
importante sobre su agua potable. Tradúzcalo o hable con alguien que lo entienda bien).  

The Town of Hancock routinely monitors your drinking water for contaminants according to Federal and State regulations. The Water Quality Data provided 
in this report will provide you with the results from our monitoring period of January 1 to December 31, 2025. We are pleased to report that our drinking water 
is safe and meets Federal and State regulations. The following report is provided in compliance with Federal regulations and is provided annually. This report 
outlines the quality of our finished drinking water and what that quality means.  
Sources of Drinking Water: 

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over 
the surface of land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting 
from the presence of animals or from human activity.  

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants 
does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the 
EPAs Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791. Contaminants that may be present in source water include:  

• Microbial Contaminants - such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, 
and wildlife. 

•  Inorganic Contaminants - such as salts and metals, which can be naturally-occurring or result from urban stormwater runoff, industrial, or domestic waste-
water discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming. 

•  Pesticides and Herbicides - which may come from a variety of sources such as agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and residential uses. 
• Organic Chemical Contaminants – including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum production, 

and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems. 
•  Radioactive Contaminants – which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining activities.  
In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public water 

systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health.  
The Town of Hancock Water System water sources are two wells in the Oriskany Formation. The depth of the wells are approximately 450 feet. Each wells 

supplies water to the treatment plant where we add chlorine as a disinfectant to protect against microbial contamination. Source water assessment has been 
performed by the Maryland Department of the Environment for these sources and is accessible on their website at https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/ 
Water/water_supply/Source_Water_Assessment_Program/Pages/by_county.aspx  
Vulnerable Populations 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. Contaminants may be found in drinking water that may 
cause taste, color, or odor problems. These types of problems are not necessarily causes for health concerns. For more information on taste, odor, or color of 
drinking water, please contact the Town of Hancock office at 301-678-5622.  

Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS 
or other immune system disorders, some elderly and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water 
from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants 
are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).  
Information Statement from EPA on Lead 

There is no safe level of lead in drinking water. Exposure to lead in drinking water can cause serious health effects in all age groups, especially pregnant 
people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young children. Some of the health effects to infants and children include decreases in IQ and attention 
span. Lead exposure can also result in new or worsened learning and behavior problems. The children of persons who are exposed to lead before or during 
pregnancy may be at increased risk of these harmful health effects. Adults have increased risks of heart disease, high blood pressure, kidney or nervous system 
problems. Contact your health care provider for more information about your risks.  

In compliance with the Lead and Copper Rule - An initial Service Line Inventory was submitted to the Maryland Department of the Environment on 
10/16/2024. As a result, the Service Line Inventory requirement was fulfilled. For more information on our service line inventory please call 301-678-
5622. Copy of this report is available upon request.  
Water Quality Tables 

In the tables below, you will find information on the water quality testing that has been conducted on the Town of Hancock Water System. There are many 
terms and abbreviations you might not be familiar with. To help you better understand these terms, we have provided the following definitions:  

Action Level (AL): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow. 
Action Level Goal (ALG): The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. ALGs allow for a margin of 

safety. 
Level 1 Assessment: A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why total coliform bacteria 

have been found in a water system. 
Level 2 Assessment: A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why an E. 

coli MCL violation has occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found in a water system on multiple occasions. 
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible 

using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG: The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs 

allow for a margin of safety. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG: The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. 

MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a 

disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
Treatment Technique or TT: A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water.  
Variances and Exemptions: State or EPA permission not to meet an MCL or a treatment technique under certain conditions.  
Avg: Average - Regulatory compliance with some MCLs are based on running annual average of monthly samples. 
ND: Non-detect – Constituent was not present or was present at levels below the detection limit of the testing method. 
LRAA: Locational Running Annual Average 
mrem: millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body) 
ppt: One part per trillion is equivalent to one nanogram (ng/L) per liter. A single drop of food coloring in 18 million gallons of water." 
ppb: micrograms per liter (ug/L) or parts per billion - or one ounce in 7,350,000 gallons of water.  
ppm: milligrams per liter (mg/L) or parts per million - or one ounce in 7,350 gallons of water. 
picocuries per liter (pCi/L): picocuries per liter is a measure of the radioactivity in water. 
na: not applicable. 
raa: running annual average  
Our water system tested a minimum of 2 sample(s) per month in accordance with the Total Coliform Rule for microbiological contaminants. All samples col-

lected were absent of any microbial contamination. With the microbiological samples collected, the water system collects disinfectant (chlorine) residuals to 
ensure control of microbial growth.  
Disinfectant                                      Date          Highest RAA               Unit               Range      MRDL       MRDLG             Typical Source 
CHLORINE                                        2025                   0.5                        ppm            0.48-0.87        4                 4                   Water additive used to  
                                                                                                                                                                                                   control microbes  
REGULATED CONTAMINANTS 
In the tables below, we have shown the regulated contaminants that were detected. Chemical Sampling of our drinking water may not be required on an annual 
basis; therefore, information provided in this table refers to the latest year of chemical sampling results.  
                                                      90th Percentile:                                                                       Range of 
Lead and                                 90% of your water utility                                         Sites         Sampled Results 
 Copper                  Period         levels were less than          Unit         AK          Over All             (low-high)                Typical Source  
COPPER,                 2024                      0.268                      ppm         1.3                0                      0.0125                   Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 
 FREE                                                                                                                                             To 0.333                  Erosion of natural deposits; Leaching from 

                                                                                                                                                                                         wood preservatives 
LEAD                        2024                       2.38                       ppb          15                0                        <0.5                     Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 
                                                                                                                                                         To 2.28                   Erosion of natural deposits  
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) for Copper is 1.3 ppm and for Lead is zero (0) ppb  
Lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components 
associated with service lines and home plumbing. The Town of Hancock is responsible for providing high quality drinking water and removing lead pipes but 
cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components in your home. You share the responsibility for protecting yourself and your family from the 
lead in your home plumbing. You can take responsibility by identifying and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to reduce your 
family's risk. Before drinking tap water, flush your pipes for several minutes by running your tap, taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. You can also 
use a filter certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead in drinking water. If you are concerned about lead in your 
water and wish to have your water tested, contact the Town of Hancock at 301-678-5622 or water@townofhancock.org. Information on lead in drinking water, 
testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.  
Disinfection            Sample                            Highest 
Byproducts               Point         Period           LRAA            Range        Unit           MCL                 MCLG              Typical Source 
TOTAL                  HANCOCK 
HALOACETIC       TRI STATE 
ACIDS (HAA5)        BILLING        2025                 0                   0-0            ppb             60                        0                   By-product of drinking water disinfection  
TTHM                    HANCOCK 
                             TRI STATE 
                               BILLING        2025                 5              4.97-4.97       ppb             80                        0                   By-product of drinking water chlorination  

Regulated                 Collection          Highest 
Contaminants               Date                 Value          Range              Unit            MCL             MCLG                 Typical Source  
BARIUM                     10/2/2025            0.0421         0.0421              ppm               2                    2                     Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge from 
                                                                                                                                                                               metal refineries; Erosion of natural deposits  
NITRATE                    10/2/2025              1.06             1.06                ppm              10                  10                    Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic 
                                                                                                                                                                               tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural deposits  
NITRATE-                   7/30/2025               1.5           1.06-1.5             ppm              10                  10                    Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic 
 NITRITE                                                                                                                                                                tanks, sewage; Erosion of natural deposits  
TRICHLOROETHY    7/30/2025               0.7               0.7                  ppb               5                    0                     Discharge from metal degreasing sites and 
  LENE                                                                                                                                                                    other factories  
Radiological              Collection          Highest 
Contaminants                Date                Value          Range              Unit            MCL             MCLG                 Typical Source  
COMBINED                3/25/2020              0.3               0.3                 pCi/L              5                    0                     Erosion of natural deposits 
 RADIUM (-226 & -228)  
RADIUM -228             3/25/2020              0.3               0.3                PCI/L              5                    0                     Erosion of natural deposits  
Violations 
During the period covered by this report we had the below noted administrative violations:  
Violation Period                Analyte                     Violation Type                    Violation Explanation                   Status of Violation 
1/1/2025-9/3/2025      LEAD & COPPER         LEAD CONSUMER         Failed to meet content, delivery,           The Town submitted the required certification 
                                            RULE                      NOTICE (LCR)            and/or reporting requirements for           documentation to MDE and have been returned 
                                                                                                                     lead consumer notification                 to compliance status  
7/2/2025-11/5/2025 LEAD AND COPPER         NOTIFICATION                                                                           The Town submitted the required certification 
                                  RULE REVISIONS              KNOWN OR                                                                             documentation to MDE and have been returned 
                                                                          POTENTIAL LSL                                                                          to compliance status 
 
For a copy of this report or more information regarding this report, please contact the Town of Hancock Water System at 301-678-5622. Customers can also 
attend the Monthly Mayor and Council Meeting on the second Tuesday of each month to take part in public participation.

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83602 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Bonita Kay Cun-
ningham. 

Notice is given that Brian Scott Cun-
ningham, 1347 Williamsport Pike, Mar-
tinsburg, WV 25404-4205 was on June 
15, 2026 appointed Personal Repre-
sentative of the estate of Bonita Kay 
Cunningham who died on May 9, 2026 
with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 15th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 15th day 
of December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Brian Scott Cunningham 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-3th

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83633 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Kenneth Robert 
Finkelsen. 

Notice is given that Jennifer Hulvey, 
5327 Concord Ct., Mount Airy, MD 
21771-5860 was on June 16, 2026 ap-
pointed Personal Representative of the 
estate of Kenneth Robert Finkelsen 
who died on April 15, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment of the personal represen-
tative shall file their objection with the 
Register of Wills on or before the 16th 
day of December, 2026. 

All persons having any objection to 
the probate of the will of the decedent 
shall file their objections with the Reg-
ister of Wills on or before the 16th day 
of December, 2026. 

Any person having a claim against 
the decedent must present the claim to 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file it with the Register of Wills 
with a copy to the undersigned on or 
before the earlier of the following dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Two months after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claim will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claims within two months from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
A claim not presented or filed on or be-
fore that date, or any extension pro-
vided by law, is unenforceable 
thereafter. Claim forms may be ob-
tained from the Register of Wills. 

Jennifer Hulvey 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-3th

Megan McGrew, ESQ. 
The Law Office of 

Morrison & McGrew, P.A. 
141 West Patrick Street Suite 300 

Frederick, MD 21701 
SMALL ESTATE 

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 
Estate No. 83580 

TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 
IN THE ESTATE OF Gary Lynn Bea-
chley. 

Notice is given that Brenda K. Bea-
chley, 10853 Shanktown Rd., Big Pool, 
MD 21711-1321 was on June 16, 2026 
appointed personal representative of 
the small estate of Gary Lynn Beachley 
who died on January 6, 2026 with a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Brenda K. Beachley 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-1thn

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83630 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Sandra Kay 
Rhine. 

Notice is given that Ella Louise Bikle, 
10506 Honeyfield Rd., Williamsport, 
MD 21795 and Wanda June Hughes, 
10506 Honeyfield Rd., Williamsport, 
MD 21795 were on June 11, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representatives of the 
small estate of Sandra Kay Rhine who 
died on May 28, 2026 without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representatives or the at-
torney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tives or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise de-
livers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Ella Louise Bikle 
Wanda June Hughes 

Personal Representatives 
True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-1thn
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Classified Ads

FOR SALE 
DOUBLE Roll 

Coupon Tickets $10.24 
for sale at The Morgan 
Messenger and The 
Hancock News offices.   
                      pd1/1- tfmh 

YARD sale signs now 
available at The Morgan 
Messenger and The 
Hancock News offices. 
Also many other signs 
including Posted, No 
Trespassing and No 
Hunting.           1/1- tfmh 

OFFICE SUPPLIES 
for sale at The Morgan 
Messenger office, 304-
258-1800.    pd1/1- tfmh 

STRAW, square 
bales $5, 304-258-0584.
                                        
                       5/20- tfmh

ANIMALS 
LEONA’S Pet 

Grooming, Boarding 
and Bath. 304-258-
1268.                 1/1- tfmh 

FOUR year old 
Cocker Spaniel, female, 
would make a good 
family pet. $50. Pictures 
available. 717-532-
2599.                6/17-2mh 

MISC 
I Buy Houses and 

Foreclosures  any condi-
tion. Cash paid quickly. 
Call today 352-217-
1050.            pd6/24-4mh

SERVICES 
AUCTIONEER - Ap-

praiser. Ronnie R. Zim-
merman, 301-331-6821. 
MD - PA & WV.            
                             1/7- tfh 

APPLIANCES - 
Sales & service for the 
Tri-State Area. Gor-
don’s Garage & Appli-
ance. Needmore, Pa. 
717-573-2590. Prompt 
& reasonable.               
                        11/14- tfh 

GLEN’S Septic Serv-
ice LLC, Tri-State Area. 
MD. License 094, PA. 
DET 99027. 301-491-
2078 or Clayton Smith 
301-992-2026.                
                         4/8- tfmh 

BEDDOW’S Septic 
Service, Inc. 304-258-
1527 or 304-671-1773. 
                          10/3- tfh

YARD SALES 
13243 Woodmont 

Road, Hancock, June 
25-26-27, 8 to 4. Rain or 
Shine. Adult clothing, 
bikes, shoes, household 
items and more.              
                       pd6/24-1h 

294 Finch Dr, Berke-
ley Springs, June 25-27, 
8 a.m.- 4 p.m. Toys, 
books, adult & kid’s 
clothes, household 
items, vintage items, 
costume jewelry, glass-
ware, records, snow-
blower and much more.  
                      pd6/24-1mh 

GARAGE Sale June 
26 & 27, Jim West Road 
off Pious Ridge Road, 
Berkeley Springs. Starts 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.               
                      pd6/24-1mh 

M U L T I F A M I L Y 
yard sale. Baby items, 
kids’ clothes, toys, adult 
clothes, household 
items, home decor, sea-
sonal decor, furniture, 
etc. June 26 and June 27 
from 8 a.m.- 2 p.m. 849 
Winchester Grade Rd., 
Berkeley Springs.           
                         6/24-1mh 

Classified Ads - 25 cents per word first week, 18 cents per word 
for the same ad in each issue thereafter. Minimum charge $1.00. An 
additional charge of a $1.00 for each ad not paid for when placed.

FLOWER FRIENDS WORD SEARCH

ANTENNAE 
APIARY 
BEETLE 
BLOSSOM 
BUMBLEBEE 
BUTTERFLY 

CHRYSALIS 
COLONY 
DRONE 
ECOSYSTEM 
FLIGHT 
FORAGING 

HABITAT 
HOVERFLY 
HUMMINGBIRD 
LARVA 
MANDIBLES 
MIGRATORY 

NECTAR 
OVARY 
PETAL 
POLLEN 
PROBOSCIS 
STAMEN

December 31 -  January 6,  2024
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20
Try to put yourself in someone else’s 
shoes this week, Capricorn. When you’re 
so focused on your life you may miss 
how it affects others around you.

AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18
Start coming up with some new ideas to 
keep your brain busy. You might need to 
delve into a different career or a new 
hobby to challenge yourself.

PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20
Pisces, after some initial upheaval this 
week, your life starts to calm down a 
little. There may be one lingering issue 
that needs to get worked out, but you’ll 
handle it.

ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20
Aries, someone you care about or 
admire could come under scrutiny this 
week. Whether it is deserved or not, this 
person will be in the hot seat and can 
use your support.

TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21
Taurus, you could project an intensity 
this week that has other people running 
for cover. Consider adding a little sugar 
to your presentation. You’ll still get your 
point across. 

GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21
Gemini, make an effort to gain greater 
control over your finances. Develop a 
budget and stick to it. Soon you’ll enjoy 
a new level of financial freedom.

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22 
Cancer, see what is going on with 
friends this week, as you are likely in 
the mood to have some fun. You’ll 
never know what’s on the agenda 
unless you ask. 

LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23
Leo, you may run into a little 
interference with a project due to 
someone’s ego getting in the way. 
This person seemingly is not a team 
player and it could affect your plans. 

VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22
Visualizing what you want is not a 
waste of time, Virgo. In fact, it can 
help you map out a plan of attack to 
accomplish your goals. Start making 
a to-do list.

LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23
Libra, a personal relationship that 
was derailed will get back on track 
this week. After some conflicts, it 
finally seems like you’re both on the 
same page once more.

SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22
Scorpio, do not let it get you down if 
you’re paired with someone on a 
project who is not your first choice. 
Focus on the task at hand and you 
may find you work well together.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21
Even if your life seems to be a 
mystery right now, you do not have 
to figure out all the answers right 
away. Take time to mull things over. 

June 21 - 27, 2026
CAPRICORN – Dec 22/Jan 20 
Discipline will be rewarded with 
a measurable success that can 
feel very uplifting, Capricorn. 
Your hard work is finally getting 
the recognition it deserves. 
 
AQUARIUS – Jan 21/Feb 18 
Be your most authentic self this 
week and watch how it attracts 
those you want in your circle, 
Aquarius. A weird coincidence 
may lead to a funny situation. 
 
 
PISCES – Feb 19/Mar 20 
Pisces, calmer waters ahead 
allow you to reflect on yourself 
and recharge your emotional 
batteries. You may emerge at the 
end of the week centered and 
ready for anything. 
 
ARIES – Mar 21/Apr 20 
Aries, physical activity can boost 
your mood and clear your mind 
for some big decisions that are 
ahead this week. Tackle some 
larger projects. 
 
 
TAURUS – Apr 21/May 21 
Indulge in simple pleasures this 
week, Taurus. They will lead you 
to the happiness you deserve. 
You may discover a new favorite 
recipe or cozy nook to hang out. 
  
GEMINI – May 22/Jun 21 
Networking may feel less like a 
chore and more like a party this 
week, Gemini. A chance en-
counter could open a door to an 
excellent opportunity. 

CANCER – Jun 22/Jul 22  
Cancer, right now your home is 
filled with laughter and shared 
memories. It’s a great week to 
host a small gathering or a 
movie night with close friends 
to share all the good vibes.   
 
LEO – Jul 23/Aug 23 
Today you are a beacon of light 
and a source of inspiration. Use 
your unique position as a 
leader to spread positivity and 
watch good fortune multiply. 
  
VIRGO – Aug 24/Sept 22 
Virgo, you are often a master of 
finding practical solutions to 
tricky problems both at work 
and at home. Your reliable na-
ture is a great gift to those 
around you. 
 
LIBRA – Sept 23/Oct 23 
Some diplomacy this week can 
help you navigate a complex 
situation with ease. Find mo-
ments for mindful meditation 
so you can create a calm at-
mosphere wherever you go. 
 
SCORPIO – Oct 24/Nov 22 
If you are brave enough to 
voice it, a secret wish just 
might come true, Scorpio. After 
some difficult days, you can use 
a bit of magic and mystery to 
change your perspective.  
 
SAGITTARIUS – Nov 23/Dec 21 
You’re definitely a glass-half-
full kind of person, Sagittarius. 
This optimism will open doors 
to a new horizon. A sudden 
urge to learn something new 
leads to an opportunity. 

Join Our Housekeeping Team 
BERKELEY SPRINGS 
COTTAGE RENTALS 

Is Looking For 
HOUSEKEEPERS  

Be part of a positive work culture that takes 
great pride in providing an amazing vacation 
experience. 

Call or Text Stephanie - 304-582-2654 
srebant@berkeleyspringscottagerentals.com 

64 S. Green Street • Berkeley Springs WV 25411 

HELP WANTED 
Senior Life Services of Morgan County 
(SLSMC), A community-focused organ-
ization, is seeking qualified and moti-
vated individuals to join our team. 
OPEN POSITIONS 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS  
OUTREACH LIAISON 

• Serve as a key connection between SLSMC and 
the community 

• Responsible for outreach, relationship-building 
and promoting programs and services 

• Must have excellent knowledge of Morgan 
County and Microsoft 365 

 
REGISTERED NURSE (RN) 

• Oversee In-Home Care programs and  
participant services 

 
PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANTS 

& CNAs 
• No experience necessary 
• Paid training provided 
• Part-time positions 
• Flexible scheduling 
• Monday-Friday daytime hours 
• Make a difference helping elderly and disabled 

individuals remain safely in their own homes 
 

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
• Valid Driver’s License  • Reliable vehicle required 
• Current vehicle registration, inspection and 

proof of insurance 
• Ability to pass a background check and drug 

screening 
TYPICAL WORKING HOURS ARE  

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 
 

APPLY IN PERSON: 
SENIOR LIFE SERVICES  
OF MORGAN COUNTY 
106 Sand Mine Road, Suite 1 
Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 

304-258-3096 
APPLY ONLINE: 

https://slsmc.org/ 
in-home-care/careers/ 

Email: tammy.director@slsmc.org 
EOE

  PUBLIC NOTICES                                   

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83606 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Brian Donald 
Ruth. 

Notice is given that Krista Renee 
Hershberger, 13909 Distant View Dr., 
P.O. Box 78, Maugansville, MD 21767-
9702 was on June 15, 2026 appointed 
personal representative of the small es-
tate of Brian Donald Ruth who died on 
May 3, 2026 without a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise deliv-
ers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Krista Renee Hershberger 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-1thn

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83346 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Billy Emmanuel 
Lyon. 

Notice is given that Charles Lyon, 
2413 Sarah Spence, Williamsburg, VA 
23185-8060 was on June 15, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representative of the 
small estate of Billy Emmanuel Lyon 
who died on December 8, 2025 with a 
will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise deliv-
ers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Charles Lyon 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-1thn

SMALL ESTATE 
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NOTICE TO UNKNOWN HEIRS 

Estate No. 83578 
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED 

IN THE ESTATE OF Dimitri Alexander 
Hamilton. 

Notice is given that Winona Newry, 
4104 Oak Mill Rd., Orange Park, FL 
32065-5863 was on June 12, 2026 ap-
pointed personal representative of the 
small estate of Dimitri Alexander Hamil-
ton who died on May 10, 2026 without 
a will. 

Further information can be obtained 
by reviewing the estate file in the office 
of the Register of Wills or by contacting 
the personal representative or the attor-
ney. 

All interested persons or unpaid 
claimants having any objection to the 
appointment shall file their objections 
with the Register of Wills within 30 days 
after the date of publication of this no-
tice. All persons having an objection to 
the probate of the will shall file their ob-
jections with the Register of Wills within 
six months after the date of publication 
of this notice. 

All persons having claims against 
the decedent must serve their claims on 
the undersigned personal representa-
tive or file them with the Register of 
Wills with a copy to the undersigned on 
or before the earlier of the following 
dates: 

(1) Six months from the date of the 
decedent’s death, except if the dece-
dent died before October 1, 1992, nine 
months from the date of the decedent’s 
death; or 

(2) Thirty days after the personal 
representative mails or otherwise deliv-
ers to the creditor a copy of this pub-
lished notice or other written notice, 
notifying the creditor that the claims will 
be barred unless the creditor presents 
the claim within thirty days from the 
mailing or other delivery of the notice. 
Any claim not served or filed within that 
time, or any extension provided by law, 
is unenforceable thereafter. 

Winona Newry 
Personal Representative 

True Test Copy 
Lacy M. Flook, 

Register of Wills for 
Washington County 

100 W. Washington St. Ste 3400 
Hagerstown, MD 21740 

pd6-24-1thn

Providing Warmth and Comfort To
Our Community

Ask About our Propane Service, Fireplaces & Stoves
BLUE FLAME, INC.
1834 Valley Road ~ Berkeley Springs, WV
(304) 258-3495 ~ (301) 678-6712
www.bfpropane.com   Like Us on Facebook

METAL 
ROOFING 
Metal Shingles and 

Panels Installed 
ELI W. BYLER 

814-845-7584 
Insured

HOW TO CONTACT 
WASHINGTON COUNTY OFFICIALS
Board of County Commissioners
100 West Washington Street, Room 1101 • Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Phone: 240-313-2200 
Email: ContactCommissioners@washco-md.net

SHERIFF BRIAN ALBERT 
Washington County Sheriff’s Office 

500 Western Maryland Parkway • Hagerstown, MD 21740 
Phone: 240-313-2100

Washington County Sheriff

TREASURER ROBERT BREEDING 
Washington County Treasurer 

35 West Washington Street, Suite 102 • Hagerstown, MD 21740 
Phone: 240-313-2110 Email: rbreeding@washco-md.net

Washington County Treasurer

CLERK KEVIN TUCKER 
Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court 

24 Summit Avenue • Hagerstown, MD 21740 
Phone: 301-733-8660 Email: washcocc_clerk@mdcourts.gov 

 
COUNTY CLERK DAWN MARCUS 

Office of the County Clerk 
100 West Washington Street, Room 1101 • Hagerstown, MD 21740 

Phone: 240-313-2204 Email: dlmarcus@washco-md.net 

Circuit Court / County Clerk

REGISTER LACY M. FLOOK 
Register of Wills for Washington County 

100 West Washington Street, Suite 3400 • Hagerstown, MD 21740 
Phone: 301-739-3612 Email: lflook@registers.maryland.gov

Register of Wills

STATE’S ATTORNEY GINA CIRINCION 
State’s Attorney’s Office 

33 West Washington Street, Room 302 • Hagerstown, MD 21740 
Phone: 240-313-2000 Email: sao@washco-md.net 

 
TTY users may call any government office through the  
Maryland Relay Service 1-800-735-2258.

State’s Attorney
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—GRANDPA JOKED: 
How do you catch a unique 
rabbit? Unique up on it! 

—OLD WEATHER 
LORE: Rain on the first day 
of Dog Days means it will 
rain for 40 days. 

—Be on alert for cottony 
maple scale egg masses, 
white pine weevils and Lo-
phoderium needlecast on 
your Scotch pine, not to men-
tion mites on your ornamen-
tals, warn the plant experts. 

—June’s full moon – the 
Strawberry Moon – will shine 
next Monday, June 29. 

 

—OLD GARDEN LORE: 
Cut thistles in May, They 
grow in a day. Cut them in 
June, That is too soon. Cut in 
July, Then they will die. 

—Veteran in crisis? Call 
the Veterans Crisis Line at 
any time by dialing 988 and 
pressing 1 or texting 838255. 

—Charitable contributions 
of food and money to help 
needy local people can be 
sent to the Interfaith Service 
Coalition, 116 West High 
Street, Hancock, MD 21750.  

—Tell our advertisers you 
read about them in The  
Hancock News.

People Told Us...

James Bowers Masonic Lodge awards scholarships
Worshipful Master Jeffrey M. Mills of James W. Bowers 

Masonic Lodge in Hancock awarded Masonic Lodge Schol-
arships to area high school students from Hancock, Southern 
Fulton and Clear Spring High Schools on Monday, June 15. 

Winners of the scholarship were: - Hope Ann Diller, Shep-
herd University - $1,500; Carter Lehman Elbin, Slippery Rock 
University - $1,500; Paul Edward Hendershot, Common-
wealth University - Mansfield - $1,500; Sophie Izabel Lesher, 
Hagerstown Community College - $1,000; Brooklyn Cierra 
McCusker, Hood College - $2,000.  She also received a $500 
scholarship from the Grand Lodge of Maryland and Owen 
James Oakman, Frederick Community College - $1,000. 

Hope Ann Diller could not attend, but the other recipients 
attended with their families to receive their scholarships. 

The lodge provides these annual scholarships through its 
monthly Chicken BBQ fundraising events during May- 
October.

Brooklyn McCusker and Jeffrey Mills Owen Oakman and Jeffrey Mills

Carter Elbin and Jeffrey Mills

Paul Hendershot and Jeffrey Mills
Sophie Lesher and Jeffrey Mills

Berkeley Springs Pride hosts 
6th annual Picnic in the Park

Berkeley Springs Pride 
will host its Sixth Annual 
Pride Picnic in the Park on 
Saturday, June 27 at Berkeley 
Springs State Park. The event 
will be held from 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Admission is free. 

The picnic brings together 
residents and visitors for a 
day filled with music, activ-
ities, local vendors, food, and 
fun in the heart of downtown 
Berkeley Springs. 

Held in one of West Vir-
ginia’s most beloved state 
parks, the annual picnic has 
become a signature summer 
tradition that celebrates com-
munity connection, inclusiv-
ity, and the welcoming spirit 
of Berkeley Springs.  

Berkeley Springs Pride is a 
nonprofit organization ded-

icated to building com-
munity, promoting inclusion, 
and creating welcoming op-
portunities for residents and 
visitors throughout Morgan 
County and the surrounding 
region through educational, 
social, and cultural program-
ming. 

"We have given over 
$35,000 to community initia-
tives scholarships for chil-
dren to go to college," said 
Ben Fox of Berkeley Springs 
Pride. 

The picnic is part of Berke-
ley Springs Pride's ongoing 
mission to foster community 
engagement, create welcom-
ing spaces, and support edu-
cational and cultural 
opportunities throughout the 
region. 

Got Some Local News?
Contact 

The Hancock News
301-678-6255

Email: 
news@hancocknews.us

The Hancock 
News 

Will Be 
 CLOSED 

Friday, July 3 
In Observance of 

July 4 
Have a Safe Holiday
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